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INTRODUCTORY PREFACE. 



Missions for the Propagation of ChristiaDity 
among the Heathen can no longer be regarded 
as doubtful experiments. The grounds of at- 
tack and defence, therefore, haye undergone 
an entire change. Thirty or forty years ago; 
such undertakings were represented by those 
who opposed them, as fanatical and Utopian ; as 
begun under the influence of a misguided zeal, 
and never likely to answer the purpose, or 
reward the benoToIent exertions and sacrifices 
of tiieir projectors. 

The friends who espoused the cause, knew 
too well the nature of the work in which they 
had embarked, ta be^pQt down or discouraged 
bj»:this mode of assailing them. Their eater* 
prise was founded on a correct knowledge of 
thenature of Christianity, as a message from 
God to man, and as adapted to all tiie diyer- 
sified evils which belong to his fallen udtilre. 
They were fiilly persuaded that it was the will 
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of God the gospel should be preached to every 
creature; and that, though they might err in 
the selection of instruments, or in the choice of 
spheres of action, God would regard with ap- 
probation' the effort to promote his glory, and 
sooner or later smile upon it with success. 
Success, come when it might, however, they 
never alleged as the proper ground of their 
Qiigaging in the wiork*. They knew that it was 
the prerogative '. of < God alone to give it in 
answer lo »prayer, and in connexion with efiEbrt, 
while il: was their duty in faith and patience to 
wait for.iti . . 

. Iigrantidiat if success' in such a cause were 
iadefiniteljr delayed, it ' would lead to some.im- 
pQj^t^nt^j bbnsiderations.r : It wio«Id induce sua- 
piciona as to the naiure< of the work attempted ; 
as 4o the construction .piitiupon the revelation of 
the will of God; and, finally^ as, to the. divine 
origin and design of Christianity itself. For if 
anjjf^part of the com munication; from heaven be 
olefureV' than another, it is the) iAtioimtioBv that 
theUeasings of the' gospel, as tbeytoe^adapted 
to alU so (they ^are .destined by .God to be -en- 
joyed by €ril> the nationa of the earth. If there* 
fore all attempts* to propagate , the gospel 
ahouldi fail^ it wbiildr £»Uow^ eiifcher that we dre 
iilcapflble .ofiiiAuierirtaniding its revelation, or 
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that somethfaig of a yevy mpterioqs uaj(iv^ 
bekogs to. the designs i>/ God reApoctiiig it. . 

.86 far from being under the iieoeisity df 
looking at 'the subject in this Ugh t^. we' have 
been furnished with evidence of the nM»^t ^satis- 
factei^kind, that the experiment has succeeded 
to the fall extent, if not of the wishes, at least 
of the expectations of those who have tried 
it; that in every instance where the attempt 
has been judiciously made by proper instru- 
mentSy and Sufficiently persevered in, siiccess 
to a greater or less extent has taken place ; 
arid that ohthe- whole; the aresnlts haveibeen so 
Itatisfectory, as toiipresent a complete ianswer to 
every objection, and the fullest encouragement 

I am aware that the. opinion now expreesed 
4s not in satire' acodrc^noex with the views of 
aQ wlK>>4hiuk*iaBd write: on'miasioiiairy subjects. 
I have just cast. myii eye on the following 
paragraph : — 

*' It cannot but be a question to every mind— wliy 
is it tbat with such large and varied means our suc- 
cess is so trifling? Why is it that while so many 
societies are at work, and so much money ebcpended, 
the results bear no adequate proportion to the cost 
arid labour? ■' The feet 'is notorious, both at home 
an<il(,}lbfpad. We^J^ouy .}ii, vain, 4p4 J'P*"^ <•"' 
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fif^^Vigth alilJostror noughY; 'I^tteft8t,'al^fetrl$»r«a(}y td 
acknowledge that our suceess is not commennffiatfi 
to oux' means, and that a vast machiaBcy is employed 
to produce an insignificant result. ilt.wQiId W 
wi^ong to be satisfied with such* a state of 4}Rgf^ 
The error doubtless attaches to us^ We ar^ 4^f>t 
straitened in God bui> in ourselves. In such cjrr 
cupastances, we are bound to suspect our pc^pti^ 
^uul,priiic;iples. . Were we co-workers with God-r 
i^.ere we labouring in the spirit of our Master, it 
would be a mockery to suppose our present success 
the adequate result of our labours."* 

i entirely dissent from ther writer of itb^ 
pMrmgpraph, in the view whidi.fae takeSroC tlN9 
vesnit of missionary labours. The , 6itatemaiHl 
I conceive, to be unfounded in fact» ioj' arise 
freai'van inadequate view 'of. the opemtlous 
wUebiare ttt present goings :on, and rto bfi i((S 
injurious and discouraging in its tQDdQDcy«.'ii8tit 
j»- incorrect in its assumption. Z am^nuooiir 
scious of having any disposition to exaggi^r^ 
the l^uccess which has attended the labour^ of 
christian missionaries, or to form an extravagaqt 
idea of that success ; but when it is spoken of 
as nothing, and as bearing no proportion to tbe 
co«t and labour bestowed; and is maintained thM 
aU this is notorious, both at home aDdabi04kd-;7Tr- 

■ 

* New Baptist Miscellany for October, 1829^ 'p.' 422.* ' 



'^ ifi vpropenito rj^fasa Hsseot tp sjxok Bwe^p\ng 

*' Tb^re is sttcfa a thing as beiog iajapatient of 
M>our^' or of waiting for iU. tewXts ; of eater- 
ttuiing too- nrngaificeat ideas of the amount of 
onr own doings ; and of as^ming the attitude of 
menace and reproach, because every thing is 
not acfcording to onr mind. It M possible too 
to forget, that when a gigantic superstrticture is 
to be raised, a platform or, foundation otf pro- 
portionate extent must be laid. It se^ms to be 
expected by many, that the cupola' should be 
tiaing into view, befiire there has been time to 
ascomp&h the work' anderground. It is Qv^rr 
looked^ tbat a very large portion of tbo; wpijli; 
whjttb has been done by missionary societiea 
andimis^ionaries, during tbe lai|t thiprty. or .f<^^ 
y^ars, has been chiefly preparatory in its n^tqre. 
'Mdcb labour faa» been employed to- overcome 
diffie0lti0s and obstacles which stood ia the way 
of tbet: work at home, or of its introduction into 
v^rt<>1i9 countries abroad. The efforts reqaiieA 
^^bdue positive hostility to misaion^ry uOr 
^devtcfkings have been great», and required much 
wiisdom and perseverance* To have sucoec)df4 
'*thll«l &r in easHnanding public oot^fidence and 
approtatioAy is . alone of i^ast rafomient to ^ 
future interests of the: work^ It is but witbip a 
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fetr yea» tbdt tbe*oatis^ hafiaequii^'tiie ap- 
pearance of magnitude, or that the operiHiiMi^ 
httFe beeh condudtedon'ia'^ciilef at all'woitfayof 
it, or 'of the persona who espoiMe 'it. Yet w^ 
ai^ alf^^Mly told that our sucti^i^s ilr nothing', 
compa^d^ tei«h owr ttlean^. 

Mtoy of our mt>M vatuabli^ and efficient niis- 
sionaries huti been eiitployed rather ad pio^^ 
lieers, tfaaii' ad regular soldiers-V their tim^ and 
talentfj have been chiefly devt>t^ to the con^- 
frilatiob^f grammars and dictionaries of new 
and ' diffi^lt ^^ag^s ; to the- translation of 
the Sfcriptttt*esi, and> of other ^i^able works; 
into those langtikages ; to the forHding tf syst^m'Sy- 
and' Clkidt^ting seminaries and sehools ''fot< 
ediitdi^ili^; in short, to the construction^ oi? a 
TaiBt appafdUn^ ^rtneans for attack and defbnee, 
wbi6h may be mote extensively and effectually 
e^f^lb^yefd by ^hers than by thdmselvers^ What 
h&s abfidt^bed the chief pat^> of the tifti^> 
strte^h, and tal^ats^ of the Baptiist MidftioH^ 
arli^i^ at Serampoiie ? — tran^tions, di<$tionart6^, 
s^hoolsj and^^dh^ol booksv The same refliai4B 
wiN ap{dy to mimf of the Misiiortaries beloftg^ 
kigto the London Missioimry StlCM^ty^^nind&V 
CtikiAf''MAth& 6hin66e Arthif^^i" In M«j- 
daganbar- in> the Mediterranean, ^Ind in Siberia, 
a great part of their employ nient hai^'^been of 
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this descriptioiL. The same obgeiryation •wiil 
iq[»ply to. the misstonaries of othes sooietiea*' If 
I amasked.whftthas the Siberii^n mission accom-^ 
plishedi to whiek the writev) of the foUowing 
Letters is ftttitf;he(^ I am not at liberty to say 
all in anaweir to this question that Z could say ; 
but I can confidently, answer,' that the mis- 
sionaries have ;been busily^ and successfully 
employed ; their translation of the entire Scrip* 
tures into the Mongolian». beside othcir works^ 
will, J doubt not^ cause the generations to come 
to bless their name. 

To have overcome the difficulties which were 
in the way of these preliminary objects, ought 
not to be regarded as a . small matter. I am 
aware Z shall, he told that these are, after all, 
but means, hqwever important they may be in 
themselves. I answer they are ends as well, as 
meso^. They are legitimate objects of chris* 
tian labour.; many of them will not require tp 
be done again ; . and the man' who has accomr 
plished them . ought not to be consideted by hi$; 
jl^rethren as having^ lived in vaiu. 
. I3 it nothing, considering the vast fabric of 
superstition, idolatry, and oppression, which we 
h^e begun to assail, that a slight. vibration only 
Jbeguis to be perceptible 2 Our success ought 
J. Hot. to be . estimated . meicely , by the cost and 



labour employed, but in. xsonnexian .yriiQx f^; 
opposition which • we have to e^coiinter, ,ii](|i , 
this point of view our means are really iiifigr ; 
nificant. With our feebly ene^fies dir^ot04i 
against hundreds of millions^ is it nothingftti^t; 
a few outposts, ha^e been carried ? that 99m^ 
alarm has been created? thatthe-spiindoj.if^r 
has penetrated the lines, and been heard 9;i^fUB. 
in the centre of the campS All this it se^pft 
is nothing, because we have not carried the maip. 
fortress ; or at least overcome a large portion of. 
the enemy. » - .,.;,, 

It is not correct, that there has been little 
success even in the work. of conver^ioOj wfa^ise . 
the proper means have been employed. ^Ar^. 
the 'Conversions of the South Sea' islancl^itai.. 
already forgotten? Both in regard to.nijinir*. 
bers, and to the effects of the gospel on the 
individuaki, these conversions ba^ n6 paraltel, 
except in those of vapostolic times/ 'But 
not to look e&cttisively at the work in this" 
quarter^ I am ndt: cifraid to assert, that, witb * 
few exceptions, wherever fit men have boett 
employed in directly addressing the ]ieat6eafP» i 
the subject of Christianity » they ba^^ not* dikh 
boured'in vain; abdthat the sucoesei Jvnhiebfaaft ; 
followed laborious and persevering <ex«vtinn 
will bear a fair comparison, all things considered. 



i#A ^hlit takes pkce among ourselves. I' 
oH^leDJ^ ittqmfy on this subject ; and reflet 
foit^fib thifhf atid adcinr^cy of my statement to 
iikUy pf^irts tyf lodia, and Africa ; and to the West 
IMian >Mi^{ons> belonging to the Moravians, 
tM^Wesle^an Methodists/ and 4^e Baptists. 

*4[<isfeafl thereforfe bf pouring forth complaint 
attid 'diseooragement, it becomes us to adopt the 
lati^titag^ of thanksgiving) am) to humble ourl 
sdlv^^ ^fefoi*e God for"6ur otlm unbelief and 
uirprdfitaMeness. The failure' has been on our 
part, not on God's ; and when we are prepared 
*' io consecrate' ourselves to the Lord, and our 
gffJli td the God of the >rhbl^ earth)'* we shall 
be ;^reBgthened by him ** to beat in pieces 
mfiftiy people, and gather them a^ sheaves into 
th^ftwr/^* 
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^efor^ the writer of this Introduction h^ 
any. idea, of occupying the important office 
whji;{h bp P9^ fills in the London Missionary 
Sc^i^y^ he, wrotQ the following remarks : 

f»i^iii\iet\ng the period during which exertion 
hsii4)#*ti)tiiil#eto'^h>pagate chtistianity among the 
heMheki^ tmd' ihKe n«nuber of^ persons who are end- 
pleyddfiv^l'^hrorkv'both iat bonirand BMbad,St*48 
su if i iiM iig that' some irotk oii:wh2it might; be esiW 
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the philosbpby of itifedioris, his noli i|relf'lippeaf^; 
Tfae oiily things lapproac^fhg to ihii chai'actet xhi 
the f Hintd on Missions/ by Mr. Dougl&s^;bf CaTeit | 
and the work on *:Tiie Advanceme&t of Society/ % 
the sumo highly gifte^ IndWidual. Bat tfie forbtelr 
of these product^ris^too accurately cQuesp<aid€ wiih 
it^/^itle'tp. afuswer the/purpose to "wliich I refer ; mid 
in the other* the subject is only noticed as one among 
many. . .From these works, ho\yevery the germ of a 
•highly Yaluable essay ,^n. the subject, of tchristian 
.noissions to th^.hca,theii*n9]ght be obtained* . 

" What we want is, not an increase of reports of 
yearly proceedings, and of arguments derived from 
,the Scriptures, to persuade. us that it is gur duty to 
engage ii\ this good work { but a condensed view 6f 
the knowledge and experience which have been ac- 
quired during the last thirty or foVty years. ^Vhat 
appear to be the best fields of labour? — ^wli4t^flie 
mqst successful mode of cultivating them ? — ^^what 
the kind of agency which lias been most efficient and 
least productive of disap|>ointment ? — what the test 
method of training at home, for the labours* ari3 self- 
denial to be encotinfered abroad ? — whethdf are de- 
tached and separate tioiiissdna/ oar' groups ^f'4Slirtons 
and dep6t9 of xhisHoBariesjoihen sndve ^ d«NfBMe? 
These and many otiier queaitonst i«quii«^« •Uliliiiie 
and deHbteate answen Tfa^ tn8leiiaiiiF)£mil|Hi|»)iiiii 
answer exbtfr Andean ilcdoe Qf:'t]ie*ottetiiii<i«boae 
time is wholly devoted to the managem^t of our 
missionary societies, furnish such a digest? Are 



^ymfn$ix^\y occiipteA.wtdi the detailB df btiBiness, 

.f^tQ liay^ np \ime pr inq^nation left for lookiog.at 

gf$(l|r^>pnnciiple».? Were qoore attention paid to 

. ihe ascertaining .9i*.^uch pi|iicip^r &Qd more vigour 

j^ QQlffiiaXfncy manifested in prosecuting them, 

tl^ere . might he le^s of glare and noise ; hut, as- 

suredly,. there would be a prodigious saving of 

labour^ property, and life ; and in the end, a greater 

degree of satisfaction and real success."* 

■ • * 

little did If JtamgiDe,. when the abeyeiias*- 
gr^phfl were' writt^^ itthat the> obaerylitipflia'/eoii^ 
tained in tilem uright^ et « fiiliir» tdlty, be 
apitUcablid to myself; ^ndplhat I miglrt be 
dalled upofl to. account 'for';ki«fflecliiBg to do 
that, which I had prevtdnsly antinated penionB 
iipldtog oertaiu situatioiis onght to do* It is 
easier,- liow^ver» to , express expeotations, and 
to form plans for otheiii, than to exeouteibuc- 
jtelvesvi I have .found it mvxk easier to devise 
^ohemea of any eiwn, than to accomplish them>; 
,a(|d^tbat the details of liusinesfl are not always 
ftvQOCiifale. . to .paiiefat investigation, and e0- 
jightenedv, dediictiioins^. ...But: I cannot help 
AailU^ •fi9e>wiag« thai Jt w«b> my, intention to 
. j^lAeinpfe iwroethiag .»^^^ kind' described by 
•Hlfsrifi aBJMMniai, I'had ^ifae^ineani and oppon- 
italRty ^MTc AO'djQin^. r.Whttei pohdetfog theiplan 

I '" • Memoirs oftJrquharl, Vol. I. pp. 9i, 92. 



it wightbe pF^fwr 4ti adoptpthe Lcrttvw nmr 
presented to the public ca«ie >4ift0« otj' iMtaAi^ 
and, after c(msiderab!e delays, I have been 
enabled' to* carry them tfarodgfa'the press: 

These Letters embrace some of theiitiporttiiit 
topics to which I have adverted, and on the' 
points which they embrace, supersede the 
necessity of any farther discussion. Tliey-are 
the production, not of a theorist, but of a prao-> 
tieian ; nei of a specaktor^ but of -an active 
operator in the fields whioh>'he de8^ribe■; ^ 
one<ii4io has* followed the path whkh he feeom- 
mends to others> and* calls for no sacrifice wliick 
he has not himself made. Such iff tmn dematfds 
to be heard on igrounds pecliliar to himself^ tanfl- 
his ^testimony ougiht ^ot to 'be ligbdy treat«4«> 
On eiwry thing' 'relating to'the' qnalificatien*,' 
J>oth mcural and intatleotual^ iof missfaaiiarieiv 
tlieir pdculiar temptations and dUbsultiesi /the 
natooe iof their labours,. and. the sonroes ef their. 
anxiety^ their. encQUDi%em€ait& and didecfMa^e^; 
ments, .the reader wtUifind.noift important and/ 
experimental instruction.'. On -these pomt%>toA 
on the duty of ohristian8;to devote* lhefl^selves.> 
and. their property toithe cause of Xlhris^) iihaAPtd 
nothingiito add to the fiHccible^reasontng ef?4il&' 
Letters. Should i they fail to contibce, \lHtttiL- 
satisGed it must be from want of iuolinatibD,- and : 



Another. unpoart«it<d«pafftBient ofUhfl iobjeet 
afiifi!lu|dBaa Missions has receuAj heem bs^oght 
hsfore. tha .puUic, by an able ' wiites^^iiiii 
what he oaUs a '< New Model of Cfaristiaii 
IfissiDDS to Popish^ MahometaD> and Pagisi 
Ibriiiiitns.*' Theasthorof the " NatnsiriHisteiy 
of-Sothiisiasm" was net likely to. pdUish en 
tiiis;iiBpoclaiil sttbjeot, miatt hadtnotiioooopied 
aiJaosisidiimMe poirtten of oareful and. owtmred 
tkoiijB^t^; and the thoughts of soek an indivU 
xtettUaanotiiaiL.to be. dasiairTiBg of the thoughts 
jQffrretfiMs* wtltiwealdiiot be^maiier of snspnriev 
himJmreti^ Hz mind, capaUe of . pcodoDing 
l^eanti&il^ilitt^tmtioBs of'-entfaosiasm, and. of- 
analysing) with admirable skill, the infinitely >dif 
>\»tsified forms of mental delusion^ shoald €a3 i» 
avaAtaupt to new model systems already in fffW^ 
tiGt|^iepe»a<aon, and to aretcast the whole ftam^ 
.WhvIl iol omti ohrisliawinstitiiftionsi Tbe^ power 
oViideilettling ^eYJls . and eritors imay) eociet ipfik 
usety vncotamon d^^see, ^thont the abifity 1% 
fkM ' i ftith ' wisdom, and to- : create effletoik^ify . 
,Ba«iBpiicai»ty is. one thing, praetieal yaif^mekt 
another. There may ' be prefetad pbiotfoL 
pbioaL ) discMiaiiiation, with »• Teiy ifardhiarf 



aniJuxke had no ixnnp^gers* aiftong the phitor 
sophers of their day, but were ordinary meoio 

regard tOithe comnlonrjfiffiEdr&iof life 

,1. I «m mifltak^iif this wiUruiot be foaiid appU^ 
eable to the 'adthor of tike/' Ne^ Mddel/': wlyo 
l,.apprehetid has > failed as an archctect, tdule 
k^:has . succeeded a&.a philosopher; - In this 
latter capacity, he :ihaa succ^eeded, I should 
.^uppose^ to the fifll >extent of his. wishes } in 
the former Us success is yet to be pro?6<. 
He can affordjto^ lose^a iiMe, should he be dis^ 
appointed ;filheugh <I.muoh mistake^hisrfeelings, 
if heiwoutd^not to>nu»« gratified by tbeHAC^^m^ 
plishpieDtivof his< pf ejected * plan of tm4tk of 
0oii]!ifiel>^ f ndodidsioa. of labdttt*, them by aUr^Ihe 
tBLtam. hei.ds destined i to enj6y 4is a ehrtetian 
assayistit .;..•.:/ i ...... 

.. His .Cidebvity in. tUit .capacity is in- danger 4>f 
fmotkmng ^an imprassioob inifavoar :of hisvte* 
pr/es^tatiMis and reaaanings on* the)sabjee(t>«f 
Cfhmtian : Misaioiis; to which,, in tbemselvciB, 
they a»KBOt entitied^iandrwhicb^f ii^pMidfaitfy 
0( ihSavassociatiim^ .they)W<^Id aol;ieffi$ati ;TJie 
fix^ihaxi^ma^ h& laware: of «tfais, and wiU (tiet, 
liherelore, .be surprised, thatohis Tie^s«b^«iid 
becexkmined with; great Jealousy^ on the partof 
tho80) wdao any engaged in e&is4»ng^ openultoBS, 



IV^^they (flfaotiM '*tiiiok' tkftt biiiitpabphtot i» 
il^Iculated to diminish confidence in plaliiu#hMi 
VftV^ dotig*' htiM' ' proseeuted'-^tb^' «berifel»<de. 
spond^ney. respecting tbensneeeM-ef ies«rtfet)s 
"vrtiiightire now itfa^de— €o genefftt^ etfAtinmiWA 
' \KSnAf6iikfii^^ tiiem^ and , oODsieqnid^lly^ ( to ^ 
kttly^e .zed 4di Ibek'i^nptKMF^^^kile- it Iftbrd^ 
no g^dundtte^etp^ci that'tteiveir^lmd^^tt^r 
1^ is Itk^y to 6e adopted ;— he ^ill reafd^y 
ttdmH; diat it fs' their "duty • W, reocmmtTti' ad- 
fcerenoe to miifAt has ibeeotri^V' ftisd <tiot yet 
ft^ntid^^ waiMing, ^iinstead > of '^doptittg' other 
p)«ii6(,'ti0¥^ver plausible, whtteh lAre not adapt- 
ed to^tiic^ present oircumstaneee ^of.th^'eimrdir 
'> ^?Mev[^hi6ke these renvorks witkthe nt- 
dtoal fMediinj> I* should be^^.sorry to meet the 
aifttof) of tfao'^^^ New Model " in an tinfrieiidly 
manner, x>r to intimate that I have the aligbteat 
ideai^he is influenced by host^efeeitiigd towards 
'the^iiifitiUitibDB trhloh arid now endeayouring to 
spvead tfie • giMpei (tht^ogb theif world. The 
^lendMoy of some ^ of his •*taileMeats> aDd^^rea- 
#Miii|g» 4»ay be -T^yy iajntiotie^^Mithile hie objdet 
i^uA ^kiOL' are ^of the: meat ohriftiiali^^Aiul-heae- 
tinileM i^are« <3i>tittg» ^ him full jeredil;.¥br^Ae 
l»lter> I trust he will give me a^' ei)#dit)4br 
^^")«i0ea^^^and amii^o^s desil^'<td promote^ the 
"eMM oh)e0t' wUoh'ihe'has. in':vie#^ iwnhettfw 



reastks I tm abontto-inake on sbin«"6f' titi' 

. B^fiive; offi^iagt these remarks^ ^VMi I 'dd^ 
wMi gveat dofef^noe i& the aatbor, I^teg ixi 
expies9ta^y>deeid6d approbation cf^the^tMt- 
p^r em^ spirit in which .he hscs ooiid«oteli tine' 
discussion. He has presenled a model, if not 
of Christian Jilisaions, of , the chmtian :state 
of n^iind with, which the whole sttbjeet :Oitgtoi 
to ;he viewed by those who approilch it^ witb'tt 
view to iinpr,bve :the plan on wliick thejr at^ 
coiidQcted« H« is right in invittng an idyesfi*- 
gi^tibn. Truth toa:flf suffer nothing ^om fajr and 
frefe^^inqoirjr, conducted in the -way he has 
exemplifiod. . We are too ready to foe satisfied ' 
^h things as they ate, to conclude' that what* 
ever is, is best; and to be eicceedingly fretted if 
any siifspieions are entertained that all we haye 
done, oi; sure doing, is right. . The love of no- 
urelty, it is true, is dangerous; but there j^^ 
danger also in a blind adbe;rence to the;^ tradi- 
tions, of oor fathers. If, itherefoT0> we.c^diiiQA. 
show th^t plans, ahr^ady adoptedc a^ SQQptmj^. 
and.;efficient» by all means let:us.4ist^ii(o.wyT. 
ittdividual . wiio proposes to show: .u«r ac^nina^/' 
,exceU«Jit way* j .. .^m ,. 

: . On ttba sutgect of division of; Jabiawv .tbist 
aathorhas said manyexo^l^iilitiHima. ' It'iiMS' 



neglected. Most of the Missionary Soeii^tifii 
THiw\ esistiiig embmiee too many t objeott^ *or 
Q^jcqpy too many difibrent stations and fields of 
la^i^r. ' Tkere is maoh tnitb i& the following 
r^lMresentation : — 

^* it is perfectly well known that, except on 
pBpvliar occasions, the actual business of every cha- 
ritable, institution is transacted by a very small 
nypfiber of z^ealoiis indjLviduals, who perhaps are as 
often thwarted and embarrassed, as aided by their 
cplleagues. Of necessity, therefore, it mijst be that 
when a, society occupies an extensive and various 
fifeld of labour, the Jew efficient individuals are com- 
pelled^ often at the expense of health and peace of 
n)ind, to give their distracted attention, in rapid suc- 
cession, now to the home concerns pf the society, 
and now to its foreign operations ; and these foreign 
operations are of the most dissimilar character. 
Placed in circumstances so perplexing, what can be 
expected, even from the most accomplished talent, 
and the most unwearied assiduity, but a vague, in- 
apt>h>^'tiat(^, and almost imbecile suffusion of mental 
sttfiWgtii^ 0feT the immense surface of affairs.' ' And 
wkat' can be expected* from seal-so'dtWdvabtslgedf, 
but a waste of resources upon projects Y^?cb, Irhodgh 
they? migbC' have soeeeeded had they enjoyed ^he 
bsaf£ttof nndivtsrted epunseh,' could iWtnbvPirlaiL 



fead itt the history "aadtckouipstaiices of'tlfae 
people to whom the aisaiofi is aent ;- add capable 
of giTii% such a direction to all the means io 
their pow)er, as bj the Divine btessin^ may \h> 
prodtctive of the greatest effect. -I wouM not 
confine the following observation^ to Mahor 
metan missions ; 1 would extend the principle) 
to all missions. The parties who condu<^t them 
ought fully to understand every. thing which 
relates to the field of labour which is occupied^ 
and ou^ht to be able to give a large. portion of 
midistracted attention to it. 

* » • 

< ** lo conducting a ipis^ion to Mahometan xuition^, 
i^ it enough tl^at jpiea should be zealous, prayeiful^ 
kind-hearted ? Is it enoi^gh that ibey .^Jbo^ld .1^ 
expert in managing^ those details of business whii^h 
are coroinon to a Missionary Sqciety with e%ery 
other charitable institution i Or is it enough that 
they should be competent to read sound theological 
lectures to candidates for the work, or that, in send- 
ing' out their missionaries, they should be able to 
address to them powerful and pathetic harangue's^ 
Is it, in a word, enough, that they should be jusb qua'-i 
lified to do that which should be dofne if We bid only 
to send out a coinpany of preachers >to officiate ih 
the chap^lft of an English cobny? AH diis is nOt 
enough. The projectors and managars ofsuch an 
attack upon Mahometanhm as the preseaitlmottivdt 



BttBtcM) dKniU/_be .the. fbttv:or five mdi^ideals who 
sii^ibet pickiediOUt firom. the foitrteen miUians of 
cr9r. pcqpNdatioQ. And these foiur ^r five gifted meii 
^K>uid be solemnly called forth by (he(Vo^ce of the 
christian public, and should be placed in a. co,oditioo 
in which they might freely devote the undi^tracted 
attention of their remaining years to the great work. 
And let the agency of these individuals be as much 
blended as you please with influence of a more 
popular kind ; and let public opinion bear with its 
whole force upon whatever they do. We want no 
snug or sleeping secrecy ; but we absolutely need 
qualified and permanent agents for the achievement 
of difficult tasks." Pp. 3 J , 32. 

• While I agree in a great measure witk the 
author of tins j^wagraph in the sentiment of 
the above (^assage^ I fratrkly own that there is 
not only much difficulty likely to be experienced 
in finding these four or five gifted individuals; 
but in the present state of the religious world, 
if they were, found, they would not probably feel 
.disposed to take upon them so solemn and irk- 
some a res{K>0sibility unless in conjunction with 
.pt^ecs.. A jvery small nutnber of persons would 
,be regarded with great jealousy by the mass; 
(W:hile on their own part the consciousness of 
,{)eiiig the obJQOt of this jealotipy* and appri^- 
;hQiMion*of fMAblic dissatisfaction^ would emb^urrass 
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and enfeeble their measures. As tbuigs- are^ 
though these richly qualified "^ulen are rare, it 
is quite practicable to make an appropriate 
selection of individaal$ for the several kinds 
of work which must be performed; and perhaps 
more is done in this way already than the author 
of the '* New Model*' is aware of. 

On the general division of missionary fields, 
were the work to be commenced de novo^ 
I think the suggestions of the author woi^ld 
well deserve consideration. But perhaps the 
substance of his views . may be reduced tp 
practice without any violent change in.,, our 
existing societies. The Jews' Society is already 
sufficiently distinct; the Continental Society has 
only to direct its energies and resources' more 
powerfully to the Catholic, and to the scarcely 
less ignotant and irreligious Protestant siAten^ of 
Europe. Had the Scottish Missionary Society 
not abandoned its operations in the Crimea, 
and in Russian Tartary, it might have employed 
air its funds and agents among thb Mahometan 
nations. > What hinders that it'sbtynld igive^thif 
direction yet to its mlsfsionaries in^he East; or 
if it cannot) why, if we have thew meaq^r nojt 
foi%Ei a society with an exclusive view to tli^ 
betrefit of the. followers of the ifal^e prophet ? ^ 

All the rest of the worid/>«ifil6S$ we woulid 
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have a distinct society for every nation under 
heaven, is divided into two parts, the civiHsed 
and the uncivilised: This; is in fact, the great 
add the most important division among the 
jistiops. In regard to the civilised nations of 
fhe earth, such, I mean, as India, China, and, 
'generally speaking, the countries of the £astern 
hemisphere, one description of means substan- 
tially will apply to them all — well educated 
men and suitable' ' books. We must,- and 
otxght to have a large body of well instructed, 
energ^ticr tried, and ^'enterprising men,> for 
every part of this- quarter of^the globe; he 
who would thus be fiDtind' qualified for one 
portion ' of it, ^iBtetis paribus; would 'not 
foe disqualified for any' other. The- man who 
il^an flfuggest the most likely method of finding 
such persona, w'ould confer great obligation on 
the friends of missions. Whatever be our plan 
of opeiiation, every thinfiy under Ood, depends 
(mmir hcming the right sort of men, I do not 
say we have not yet found them. . Blessed be 
.t}bd^ not a few such persons have been found, 
(if which the writer of the foUowing letters is an 
instance. /But we require more of this descrip. 
tton;*^not merely men of piety and of zeal; 
but men bf< wisdom and prikdence; of enlarged 
aiM.well cultivated minds ; feitile in iwsoiirce; 



patient as well as indefatigable in labour — 
capable of rousing a country by their energy^ 
their fearlessness, and their devoted piety. 

The barbarous or uncivilized parts of the 
world require a peculiar kind of labour, winch 
demands scarcely less talent and wisdom, though 
not, perhaps, such eminent attainments as the 
other. The christianising of these countries is 
but one part of the work which must be done 
for them. It was taken almost for granted, at 
the beginning, that as soon as the gospel should 
be received by persons in such chrcumstances, 
they would become civilized. This is so far true. 
They are brought under the power of principles 
on which the whole structure of civilization may 
be reared. But unless we are prepared to assist 
the work of evangelization, after it has begun 
in a savage country, by all the means which 
the new state of society, and the new wants 
of the people will require, we only do the work 
in half. It will either, in the course of time> 
lose ground, or it will require all the resouroefi 
of our societies merely to preserve the mission 
stations, which have been formed, in eidstence* 

Whether Missionary Societies have adopted 
the wisest plan in bestowing so large a portion 
of their means and attention on barbarous, eir 
semi^barbarous nations, while so large a portion 
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of the civilized world remains tinoocupied, this 
is neither the time nor place to discuss. Bat of 
one thjng I feel deeply convinced, that we are 
in want of some additi<Hial means for carrying 
forward the work both of civilization and of con- 
version in those savage countries, which appear 
to have benefited from our labours. I do not hesi- 
tate to say that the Loudon Missionary Society 
does not possess, nor is it likely to possess; 
sufficient means for the christianising and the 
civilising of the South Sea islands, and South 
Afirica alone. All its funds would be more than 
absorbed in the temporal improvement of these 
regions, so as to put their christian inhabitantB 
in a permanent state of improvement and 
security. Nor is a Missionary Society the best 
instrument for ^fiTecting much that such a state 
of things require^. When. it has introduced 
the gospel to the people, it has really done 
all it is properly competent to, or that it has 
undertaken. For when the people must be 
taught the arts and r sciences, formed -into, a 
regular political community, guided in the en- 
acUnent and execution of laws, and aided in the 
embryo efforts of commerce and merchandise — 
a thousand things arise which a mere Missionary 
Society cannot attempt or interfere with. 
Whether the present state of our country 



does not suggest an additional means of pro* 
moting the interests of the gospel among the 
heathen, I beg to submit to the candid con«- 
sideration of the christian reader. After the 
day; of Pentecost it does not appear that the 
eariy disciples were sufficiently disposed to 
carry into execution the commission of their 
Master— they tarried in Jerusalem, not only 
tiU they were endned with power from on high, 
but long after. They were pleased with their 
priyileges> and were satisfied to dwell among 
their own people. It deserves to be noticed, 
that it was in consequence of the persecution 
which arose about Stephen, that they were 
dii^ersed^ and. Went every where preaching 
the Word. Without the aid of such dispersions, 
wJmkottrried the seed of the Word to quarters 
which would not have been voluntarily visited, 
I doubt whether the apostles, aided with all 
their ^supernatural powers, would have been 
able to establish the kingdom of God in so 
many countries, in so short a space. 

We are not persecuted by men, but our po- 
pulation is^ gteBtly afflicted by the providence 
of God. The difficulty of providing for families 
everyday increases, and is not likely to diminish. 
In these circumstances ought not christians to 
consider wliat^is the voice of Providence? Is 
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not the world dl before them? Do they not 
profess to be strangers and pilgrims on earth? 
Why that cleaving to a native land, if it is a 
land of dearth or of barrenness, thongh of 
spiritual good, while they might in. another 
region, as near to the heavenly world, a nd 
to its glories, as Britain, provide for them- 
selves and their families, and materially promote 
the interests of the eanse of God ? -Emigration 
on christian principles, and for christian objects, 
has not yet been properly tried. Look at 
America, towering already in greatness, and 
with a giant's step advancing to pre-eminence 
among the nations. Who cut down its forests, 
and drained its marshes, and planted its towns, 
and laid the foundation of its free and enlight- 
ened government ? The pilgrim fathers who left, 
or rather were driven from our shores, to find 
a refuge or a grave on a foreign strand. There 
God has greatly blessed them, yea, and they 
shall be blessed. 

It is by some such means, I apprehend, the 
gospel must be planted and watered in other 
<$onntries, if the work is effectually to be done* 
I am glad to find that attention is beginning to 
be given to this subject. In the '' Cong^ga* 
tional Magazine'' for this month, is an important 
letter on it; and as that work may not be in the 
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hands of some who may peruse this volume, I 
shall here present it entire. I shall only say 
further, that the writer is an intellig^ent chris- 
tian minister known to me; and one who will 
not be found unwilling to act upon his own plan* 
should an opportunity be presented. 

" It seems to be the opinion of the best informed' 
persons in the political world, that the state of 
England calls imperatively for extensive emigration, 
and many thoughtful individuals, though possessed 
of a little property, look with much anxiety on fami- 
lies growing up, from the increasing difficulty found 
in so fixing young persons as to enable them to marry 
and provide for themselves and their children. 

" In the religious world an idea begins also to pre- 
vail, that the extension of the Redeemer's kingdom 
might be greatly promoted by forming Christian set- 
tlements in heathen lands. 

'' I have therefore to propose, that a number of 
persons of piety and good character, members of 
Christian societies, (suppose fifty or a hundred fa- 
milies,) should emigrate in a body, at their own ex- 
pense, with the two-fold object of providing for the 
temporal and spiritual good of their own offspring, 
and of extending the kingdom of Christ in the world. 
Serious persons, from the labouring classes, might be 
taken out as appendages, for a time, to those in bet- 
ter circumstances. 

" By wise and prudent measures, a tract of good 
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land, in some healthy climate, might easily be pro- 
cured, at a trifling expense. Matters might be so 
arranged, that the settlement thus about to be formed, 
should be subject to such scriptural regulations as at 
once to secure the fullest liberty of conscience, and 
yet to exclude immorality. 

" A body of serious persons thus going out toge- 
ther, and fixing near each other, would possess 
advantages of various kinds, too obvious to be enu- 
merated in your columns. Religious worship, edu- 
cation, friendly intercourse, &c. would easily be 
brought within the reach of aU, and most of the 
circumstances which make emigration formidable 
might thus be provided against. Some experienced 
individuals might go out first to select the situation, 
and arrange every thing against the arrival of the 
body of settlers, so that every £icility might be in 
readiness to forward them to their place of destination 
immediately on landing. 

" Were such a plan undertaken wisely, and in the 
fear of God, the good to be anticipated seems incal- 
culable. If the design is thought to deserve encou- 
ragement, let it be put into execution without an 
hour's unnecessary delay. Let a few persons of 
piety, experience, character, and some property, form 
themselves into a committee, either with a view to 
^eir own emigration, or the eneouraganent and 
direction of others. Such a committee might ctA^ 
lect mformation from the Secretary of State for the 
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British Colonies, from the conductors and histories 
of Moravian and other settlements of a religious cha- 
racter. Cotton Mather's account of the first settlers 
in New England^ would fi^rnish many valuable 
hints, if culled out from the strange mass of matter 
he has furnished. The minds of many are at this 
moment simultaneously directed to the object pro- 
posed. The thing need only to be begun in a truly 
humble, prayerful spirit, and it will, I trust, go en 
and prosper beyond expectation, The writer is 
willing tq communicate, through the Editors, with 
those who think with himself, that the project de^. 
serves attention." 

I trust I shall not be regarded as wanderijig; 
from the object of these remarks on the ** New 
Model,'* by the introduction of this topic. lb 
discussing the division of labour in the manage- 
ment of Christian Missions, I think it right to 
show the kind of division which may be most 
advantageously prosecuted ; and to call the 
attention of the christian public to some means 
which it has yet in its power to employ, and 
which the providence of God seems to demand. 

The following <pa3sage in the '' New Model" 
I think objectionable, mi calculated to convey 
far too strckng a view of the inadequacy or an- 
unsuitableness of the means which we are at 
present employing. After eommending the welt 
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meant zeal and philanthropy of the conductors 
of missions, the author remarks :— 

*' Nevertheless it may still he true that the mo- 
dern system of missionary exertion, taken as a whole, 
is fundamentiJly defective, and such as can never, 
unless miracle torhen^ to iHi aid, achieve an extensive 
conquest lor Christianity. Nothing less than the 
exalted virtues and admirable temper of the founders 
and principal supporters of the modern Missionary 
Societies could have hidden so long frotn our eyes 
the capital error on which we have been acting. We 
have been putting contempt* not only upon the re<* 
quirements of christianityt but upon those universal 
maxims which the experience of mankind hss proved 
to be indispensable to success wherever human 
agency is concerned. Our error is so great, and the 
good sense of the age so efficacious, when once set 
in movement, that reform cannot be distant. The 
elements of christian zeal must presently be dis- 
solved, and recomposed upon a new model." P. 8. 

If the systent we are pursuing be indeed 
fundamentaUy dsfocUve, then, of course, little 
good is to be expected from it, and the sooner 
it is overthrown the better. Miracles them- 
selves, I conceive, would do little to remedy a 
fiudamentally defective system of operation. 
They were not intended to remedy or supple-* 
ment such defieiences at first, and, of course. 
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could not do so were they now restored. Bat I 
submit that only one of two things can render 
a system of missionary operation fundamentally 
defective — a deficient or erroneous system of 
Christianity, as the thing propagated, or the 
employment of unchristian or unworthy instru'- 
ments in its propagation. Other errors • may 
affect the degree of success abroad, or the 
degree of efficiency and comfort in the admini* 
stration at home ; but these evils alone can affect 
the whole plan, and render it finally abortive. 
The impression which the cited paragraph is 
calculated to make, therefore, is mischievous; 
though, I am sure, the author had no mischie- 
vous intention in framing it. For, suppose that 
he does not succeed in " dissolving the present 
elements of christian zeal," and in recomposing 
them upon the " New Model" — which it does 
not require prophetic augury to foresee that he 
will not — it will then follow that the whole 
christian world is engaged in the fruitless pro- 
secution of a scheme which is radically and 
fundamentally wrong. A more discouraging 
view of matters, or one more likely to paralyze 
exertion, it is not possijlile to present. 

Such a new modelling as the author proposes, 
1 believe to be impracticable^ to be nndesirAble, 
and to be unneceseary. It is impracticable 
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without creating a degree of confusion, and 
involving an extent of mischief, which, I am 
sure, even the author of the ** New Model'' 
would find it difficolt to prevent, and impossible 
to contemplate without dismay. He must he 
aware of the 'difficulty of convincing the thou- 
sands of persons at home, of the necessity of 
such a reformation as he proposes, without 
whose concurrence it could not be carried into 
effect He must also know that we cannot: 
re*model tiie hundreds of agents. abroad at oar 
will and pleasure, many of whom would plead 
conscieaee (the most unmanageable of all things 
by human legislation), in bar of oar proceedings, 
aad who, if it were resolved to enforce them, 
would move heaven and earth by their outcries 
against our unjust and irreligious proceedings. 
The author will perceive that I am now re- 
ferring particularly to one part, and that a lead*> 
tog one, of his plan. To begin a new scheme 
is one thing, to melt down and re-cast what al- 
ready exists, and which is the more difficult 
to toncli the longer it is in operation, is a very 
different affair. 

I think Jiuch an attempt exceedingly unde^ 
Btroble. Its success is very doubtful — its failure 
would be certain ruin. Experiments, where 
there is great hazard, are generally inexpedient^ 
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as the probable gain may scarcely balance the 
loss actually sustained. Frequent or extensive 
changes are neyer deemed expedient in the 
management either of families or of commttni- 
ties. It is not possible to foi^esee idl the 
consequences which may arise from snoh re- 
tolntions; and hence in general, though I grant 
it is often more the love of ease than the con* 
sideration of utility that operates, men prefer 
the ills they know, to fleeing to others which 
they know not. It would not be difficult to pull 
out the pins, and break the tnain*sprin^s of our 
moral machinery; but it might be found im- 
practicable to bring it soon again into efficient 
operation. It is easy to cut down and to 
destroy, compared with the labour of building 
and planting. 

For similar reasons, I do not think such an 
extensive ire-modelling requisite, I think \he 
faults of the present system greatly exag- 
gerated; the good ethctdi by it understated 
or overlooked, and the anticipated advantages 
of the more excellent way too highly coloured* 
Various plans at present in operation require 
amendment, and they are susdeptible of it, 
without admitting that they are fundametitaUy 
defective, or requiring tiiat the ^whole' frame** 
work should be -taken to pieces. To this 
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exteoti I tbiokf some of the author's views call 
for attentive coosi^eratioQ, and will not, J 
trusty be entirely lost> though his maiu object 
should fail. 

I apprehend ttds ingenious writer attaches 
rather more importance than is correct, to what 
he calls a /wctf /sari /y ofmeans^ which he seems 
to think must be nicely studied in every case 
in which we, send the gospel to a people. N0W9 
without disputing the general principle, that the 
means must be adapted to the end, I conceive 
that we msiy be greatly misled by it, if we adopt 
human views of adaptation as a main principle in 
Qur attempts to evangelize the world* It would 
bring the doctrine 4>f expediency into operation 
to a far greater extent than has ever yet been 
the case. It would reduce the advancement of 
the kingdom of God very much to a thing of hu- 
man calculation* I cannot think that the appro- 
priateness of the agent, or of the means, have 
been hitherto altogether neglected. Kvery man 
has not been thought qualified fof every place, 
or for every kind of employment, 'i'he work has 
not been carried on so much at random as onr 
author supposes; errors and faults have been 
committed, but all has not been error and ab- 
surdity* The wisdom which selected and sent 
forth Henry Martyn, or William Carey, or 
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Robert Morrison, and all midstonary wisdom 
has not been entirely, expended npon thein, 
should not be forgotten in the glare or splcn^^ 
dour of a favourite scheme, or in the zeal to 
censure that which is far from perfect. 

On another point also, I venture to suggest 
my conviction, that the author has far too lofty 
ideas of what may be effected by an extensive 
plan, whose wisdom and energy would be de- 
monstrable to all the world. He seems to 
think, that if there were no fundamental lack 
of this nature, that no doubt could be cmtertained 
of its certain and universal success. 1 trust I 
shall never be an advocate for evil or imper- 
fection, or stand in the way of adopting any 
plan which comes recommended by Scripture, 
or by its obvious utility. 'Yet I m*ist avow my 
belief, that the genius and design of Christianity 
are not favourable to» this vie# of its propa- 
gation. In generiil, the more of man thai 
appears in the work, the less there is of God. 
The whole history of its diffusion, hitherto, has 
n6t reflected great honour on the instruments 
or tneans employed. Its success in any coun- 
try, hitherto, will not justify the christian 
church in saying, ** By the strength of my hand 
I have done it, and by my wisdom, for I am 
prudent." Here, as in other departments of 
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his great dispensation, the Lord of Hosts seems 
to have purposed to stain the pride of all hti-* 
man glorying, and to bring into contempt the 
things which are most esteemed among men a 
" Not many wise men after the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble, have been employed in 
calling others to the knowledge of the truth. 
But God hath chosen the foolish things of the 
world to confound the wise, and the weak 
things of the world to confoand the mighty, and 
the base things of the world, and things which 
are despised, hath God chosen; yea, and 
things which are not, to bring to nought things 
that are, that no flesh may glory in his 
presence." 

I am fully aware that this mode of reasoning 
is liable to abuse, and that we are not to defend 
(mr folly or imprudence, by reference to the 
means which God sometimes makes use of. 
But when christian means for the diffusion of 
the gospel are represented as fundamentally 
defective, because they are imperfect, or have 
been unwisely employed; and. when it is pro- 
posed to supersede them by a magnificent 
scheme of haman framing, it is proper- to revert 
to the natare and genius of that system which 
we are engaged in propagating. 

One great object, of the pamphlet which has 
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called forth these remarks, is to establish the 
importance and necessity of placing all the 
exertions and institutions of a missionary cha^ 
racter, under one great episcopal confederacy ; 
the benefits of which, the author conceives, ar^ 
almost demonstrable. Yet I have not observed 
that he has any where stated the predse nature 
of the plan which should in such a case be 
adopted, unless the following paragraph can be 
considered as containing it : — 

" We assume then the supposition that, with some 
few and small exceptions, the forms and ritual of the 
English Church are fiaced upon as those which, with 
least inconvenience, might be sent abroad by a 
united Missionary Sbciety. It remains then to ask 
the several classes of Dissenters how much of com- 
promise or concession would actually be required of 
them iu giving thtdr support to such a plan." P. 94>. 

Now surely such a person as the writer of 
the '' New Model" cannot want to he informed, 
that the difibrence between the Church and 
the Dissenters, does not merely respect the 
forms and ritual of the English CbRrch, The 
mere adoption of these, b^ cannot imagine, 
would go a great way to convert the heathen, or 
even to prove that there is a substantial union 
among the friends of Christianity. If he pro- 
poses to carry the union further — ^that all 



missionaries mast be ordained by the Bishops of 
the Chureh of Englaiidy profess their asseot and 
consent to all that is contained in the Articles 
said Liturgy of the Chareh, and that the so- 
cieties generally shall be subject to episcopal 
rule and government ; he cannot \^e serious in 
^Epecting that we are prepared for such a state 
of things as this» or that there is any human 
probability the time will ever come, when the 
christian church will submit to it. Yet any 
thing less than this would not answer, as far as 
I can conjecture, the author's yiews. He 
speaks^ but with amazing tenderness for the 
scruples and feelings of church-men, of their 
''getting an example of forbearance, by admit- 
ting a few modifications, or retrenchments, into 
the forms abroad ;" and of their doing this, " not 
so %uch to satisfy their dissenting brethren, as 
attending to hints and acknA>wledgments ad- 
vanced by pious churcha^en." He appeals to 
them, whether they ought to contend thus far 
for ^' an indiffermt particU, a wor$kk$s par- 
Hckt'^ to gratify '" the wishes or weaknesses of 
their brethren." Truly, if there is no contest 
among us, except about indifferent and worth- 
less particles, the controversy must be a very 
indifferent and worthless affair altogether, and 
the sooner that it is ended the better. 
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If he would carry his " New Model ** <rf efrie- 
copacy a little farther than he has thought it 
right to express ; if it is not, after all, the entire 
system of the Chureh of England he would 
send abroad, but some improvement or modi^ 
fioation of it, then I submit, the scheme, so far 
from producing unity, would create another 
division ; a new party would be formed, neither 
church nor dissent, having in all probability 
some of the imperfections, as well as some of 
the good qualities of both. Instead, there* 
fore, of this new model producing extensive and 
combined union and co-operation, presenting a 
glorious mass of harmonious principle and 
united exertion^ it would only add another sec- 
tion to the already divided, and as the author 
imagines, conflicting hosts. 

The grounds on which this claim is put forth 
on behalf of the church, are not the more scrips 
turail nature of its forms or discipline ; but from 
its constituting the majority in this country, 'and 
possessing various other advantages, he argues 
the point should be conceded to it. On this sub- 
ject the following passage occurs-:- — 

** The sound members of the Established Church, 
the men— clergy and laity, who profess the doctrine 
of the martyrs, the saints, the sages of the English 
reformation, stand certainly distinguished among the 
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prolmors o^- the same faith, if not hy number, yet 
by aevcral • signal pre-eminences. To them (gMie- 
r-aliy) belongs the visible advantage of secalar pre* 
ctdency* With them are rank and fortune; gifts 
which acceptably may be laid at .the feet of the 
King of kings. Theirs are the benefits, inestimable^ 
of thorough education — an advantage which the 
Lord has in every age vouchsafed to make use of 
when he has had eminent public services in hand. 
By them, almost exclusively, is enjoyed the honour 
of enduring something more like a real persecution 
from the world, than has been suffered in England 
a long while by any class of Christians. And may 
it not be added, that the pious members of the Esta- 
blished Church enjoy at the present moment, by 
eminence f that influence of the Holy Spirit from 
which spring seriousness of temper, simplicity of 
faith, and purity of morals ; and which moreover is 
ordinarily conferred upon those who are in training 
for pecular sufferings or services ? 

•• These distinctions give to the body of enlight- 
ened Cbnrdimen a visible claim to the : honour of 
taking the lead in any new and important meaaurea 
in which the interests of Christianity at large may 
be involved. An alternative not to be evaded is be- 
fore these persons ; — they must either take up the 
part which heaven assigns them, or lose rank in front 
of the church universal." Pp. 122, 123. 

• On thia paragraph^ wece I writiiig, like the 



author of the '' New Model," under a mask, I 
should be tempted to offer some strictures ; I 
consider it objectiooable in principle, and in« 
correct in fact. Comparisons of such a d^ 
scription are . odious ; they either savour of 
pride, or they proyoke to its exercise, and are 
by no means calculated to promote either the 
cause of religion, or of christian union. If 
the author expects that union will be accom- 
plished by the admission of such statements, I 
am afraid he has little acquaintance with the 
parties who are expected to make the sacrifices. 
To make sacrifice to principle, and to a sense 
of duty, every christian ought to consider his 
honour ; but to bow down to a new system of 
expediency, the necessity of which is not appa- 
rent, and which cannot be adopted, but by a 
compromise of principle and couBistency, is too 
much to require, and what would be dishonoor- 
able to do. 

On Dissenters the subject is urged in the 
following passage : — 

** There might even be adduced another reason 
of the proposed concession, which Churchmen, with- 
out discredit, might urge, and of which Dissenters 
might, with honour to themselves, acknowledge the 
force. — Is it not, by usage universal, the custom for 
" ' *" carriages to sworve from their line of road. 
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in favour of rach as could not, without difficulty or 
peril, pull out of their rut? — Do the Dissenters 
pride themselves on their freedom fVom the restraints, 
entanglements, and burdens, of statutes ecclesiasti- 
cal ?— ^o they glory in spurning human enactments ? 
— do they abhor to link religion with secular inte- 
rests ? — do they rejoice to admit no forms which, as 
individuals, they have no power to revise or refuse ? 
— then let them, on this most worthy occasion, and 
on the loud call of pagan misery, use their boasted 
liberty for the best imaginable purpose. Now let 
it be their glory and their honourable boast that, 
when the advancement of our common Christianity 
was in question, they could and they did lay their 
several preferences on the altar of charity. Is there 
a triumph to be won on the field of theological strife 
that can equal in true brilliancy the one that would 
be obtained by such a concession, prompted by such 
a motive ? Scarcely ought the glory of martyrd6m 
to rank above it :-^an offering tbia — grateful in the 
court of heaven beyond the fumes of very much 
incense!" Pp. 91,99. 

I am at a loss to know, whether the author 
is in jest or earnest, in this singular mode of 
putting the matter before Dissenters. They are 
referred to as glorying in their liberty, in their 
freedom from secular entanglements and other 
things. AU such glorying is vain. But can this 
writer be serious in saying to them, '* Gentlemen, 
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you boast of the enjoyment of freedom from the 
restraints, eDtanglements, and burdens, which 
Christ has not imposed, and which man ought 
ndt to impose: will you show your love of 
liberty, and the high-mindedness which the air 
of freedom generates, by consenting to become 
bound ? ' You abhor to link religion with secu- 
lar interests;' evince the sincerity of your 
abhorrence, by becoming part and parcel of a 
secular system. You admit no forms of human 
device in your religion ; show your spirituality 
and regard for the authority of God, by sub- 
mitting to the authority of man/' This is the 
meaning of the proposition when reduced to 
plain language ; and this renunciation of chris- 
tian liberty, and submission to restraint, are 
supposed to be required for the conversion of 
the world, and to be the likely means of pro^ 
motifjg it — magnified to the rank of martyrdom, 
and converted into fumes of incense most^ac^ 
ceptable to God. Dissenters, I have no doubt, 
will ever be ready to lay their preferences on the 
altar of charity. They have done so often. But 
it is too much to require them to lay their 
principles, and nothing less than a sacrifice of 
principle is required by the above deniand. 
This would not be a sacrifice acceptable and 
well-pleasing to God. 
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3.at what are the pounds on. which this de* 
mand is made on the various parties which 
GOJQ^pose the christian world i Has the author 
shown that there is such a collision among 
them. in their attempts at propagating the gos- 
pel, that they are thwarting and ruining one 
another ? Have they forgotten their common 
work, and begijin to fight with each other at 
home, or to contend with one another, instead of 
the common enemy^ abroad ? Is their time spent 
in trying which shall supplant the other in public 
estimation, or secure the glory of conquests 
that do not belong to them ? No such thing. 
The author seems to admit that there is a large 
portion of good feeling and cordiality existing 
among the several battalions of the one army of 
Christ. It is so, I believe, in fact; there 
is no jealousy, clashing, or counter- working. 
It is acknowledged that the conduct of chris- 
tians ^^ home, is strikingly illustrative of this 
substantial union. We have got the spirit and 
the principle of union, but we want the livery, 
the uniform of one party. * It is not enough to 
swear allegiance to the cross, and to march as 
one man under its banner;, all this will avail 
Uttle, unless we adopt the facings, and adorn 
c^^rselves with the epaulets of a humaxi leader. 



To be successful, we must submit to a new act 
of naiformity. 

A more satisfactory illaBtradon of tbe actual 
anity which exists among the Missionaries 
abroad, could not be furnished, than what is 
contained in the following paragraph. I be- 
lieve tbe author to be perfectly just in his sup- 
position ; bat then what becomes of his argn- 
raent? If such a degree of union already 
exists, why not let well alone? 

" I think I could eng^e to bring home from 
India, or from Africa, a bundle of sermons, and 
expositions, and private conversations, taken ver- 
batim from our Missionaries of various denomina- 
tions ; and after expunging, perhaps, here and there 
a phrase, offer the collection to the christian world, 
and challenge the several sects to claim their own 
out of the mass. Mistakes much more improbable 
have oflen been fallen into than that, for example, 
of the Con);rTegationalist, who, in looking over sucb 
a parcel, should lay claim to the discourses of the 
Church Missionary ; while a Churchman, perhaps, 
would challenge the sermoD of a Dissenter; die 
Wetleyan those of ihe Baptist ; and possibly the 
Baptist might lay liis band on the instructions of a 

'dier nho sprinkles rather than dip! Thus it 
Id appear that the very opInionB wbi^, at vaat 



cost, and extreme injury to the great cause, we have 
shipped off to China, or the Pacific, are so unsub- 
stantial or evanescent, that we cannot recognise them 
when again brought back to ns. For what vahiable 
consideration is it then, that wo are dividing our 
efforts till they become feeble and ineflfeient? For 
what are we putting contempt upon Christianity in 
the sight of the profane at home, and of heathens 
abroad ? For what are we stretching our diflBsrenees 
from one side of the globe to the other ? For what 
are we putting in peril the conversion of the world at 
this auspicious moment, when Heaven has loudly 
called us to the work ? We ase submitting to all 
this damage, and incurring all this hazard, and putting 
all this dishonour upon the gospel for the perpe- 
tuation of opinions which, in &ct, we find it bard 
to preserve from evaporation ere they have crossed 
the line!" Pp. 60,61. 

On the latter part of this passage, I beg to 
remind the author, that be has not shown that 
our efforts are either feeble or inefficient ; that 
we are patting contempt on Christianity either 
at home or abroad ; that we are stretching oar 
differences across the globe, or periling the 
conversion of the world. All this is the phan* 
torn of his own imagination, conjared up to 
frighten women and children. 

The author proposes a scheme of recon- 
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ciliation to the various parties which are at pre- 
sent engaged in the work of evangelizing the 
heathen. Moravians, Methodists, Indepen- 
dents, and Baptists, are severally addressed, 
entreated to renounce their respective costume, 
and to assume the common garb of episcopacy. 
He finds it very difficult to manage our Baptist 
brethren. The rough garment of John the 
dipper is not to be smoothed down : he tries 
hard, is sometimes gentle, and sometimes severe ; 
but he cannot manage his bristly coat; he is 
obliged to let him go on in his own way, with the 
following apology for his untoward and resolute 
adherence to his schismatic course. 

" But i£this course cannot — must not be pursued, 
then the alternative which lies before our Baptist 
brethren is precisely that which common sense, not 
to say christian humility, prescribes. — Let them be 
content to set before their converts the simple fact, 
in some such manner as this — ' There has long been 

* carried on a dispute among sincere christians rela-* 
' tive both to the mode of administering the ordi- 
' nance of baptism, and to the proper subject of the 
' rite. fVe account for the existence of this strange 
' and unhappy misunderstanding, not by granting 
' that any impenetrable obscurity rests upon the 

* terms in which the Lord has made known his will 

* in these particulars ; but by supposing that a 
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Mookiflace HV a' ^yeatfy ^^^ Md: gained «ttiv«Md 
'et^it, Atlii'tias ]MftBeirsed itself so firttily' af-tlfe 
'niiiids df th^ g^^ietaJNtytdf cliviM!i*M, that^iAiey 
'5 are liable. lO'free themMlves fi^oiii fbe illiisioOt or 
*^<(o 'peroeivie the' kttct 4^t ^e' ^coatvary e^idenee, 
'wbieh, to at appears in a light perfectly eoni^iboiilg. 

* We look forwards to die time i^faen ihia error sball 
''bediaeipated^ and when Ihe ehristian law «f Dap- 
' tism shall be understood by 'our l^etbren^ as 'it ''is 

'*'by us. Meanwilile) as yoa see, we are fai'lVaoi 
' imputing tothod^ who diflPbr fretoi ue, any^ cottia- 

* macious obstinacy, or guiky ^rsi^noe in error, 
'* or indeed any motivetncotf^istent witli'the genamft- 
^'^SB 6f tM chi^kian cbttMecer. ^'We!'de|Aore 'the 
' mistake which, as we thinks they have fallen into ; 

'*'%ut' wef do'nm \&fe them'thie lesd mvaceotait of it : 
'^'ctt ilie contrary^ 'wevespect their TirtueSi^noalais 
'* Mmui al'lf they tlhiMigbn-^ifli .ascivro'daliifale 
'A p0taftnal)|rieHdship whhifaBin; we boldtnikb {dmn 
tim^glMrhtdGhuvAiiomm^um'^ we.JM4^ba«d9(^idi 

* ><lmft ,heai^yiiiraii9'y efMf^ dogpad^; .a|id i9ffln 
:< jlQore thfin. thisi-^in oirder tba( we .ng^^ip vt.no 

' )unde|«|ncain i^e v^ay^. the ^m^asuf^ \iti^fif(t the 
*.^pre^ of the, ^(^^ej, we cppseint to 4o.and to ^ 
*^rati^ lai^axiA rather, morjs^ tha^ we^houjd, if act- 
/ mg simply on pur own convictions, without regard 
*.to the opinion of others/ 

• ** If once this tone of reasonable moderation and of 
christian simplicity were taken ;— ^and I ani reluctant 

d 
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j|0i'Jb!9Q}jer4 AiM^aay[]oA«f w<Hi)4vb!Q>api^ then, 
i«k4iv$irAiiyiPC.opinipp ««[4 pyiaciio^^woMid^s^iA^ to-be 

iLQUdilyi be .deviftfiiJU , {laptifilf te^iejbfer^, wl^rever ;^bey 
migbtbe. call!ed:tQ laboui^. would. ei\)f>y,itb«,jlib^ty 
which belongs: to eve:^ chria(;iai^ u>i^etf0n\hM pba- 
.ritl^W/e. terxpSi «nd 'O^f p]:K)p^ occ^sionfiivtjie grponds 
!i>f thjsir.pocufliaF^ipinions; and ^h^y,.-^nd t^ope con- 
certs vwbafn^igbt bet Gpnvinced by^ t^^ argioneots, 
.Iv9uld.be frQeir'indivi4uaUy, toj.ab&taini.froia any 
practice wlucb tbeythipV- unwarranted by Sciiipture, 
fiwlr^o observe atpy ceiemoniaj n^ch they thiokof 
divine , ^utbotHy • Tbis . extent pf liber ty cQuld g.ene- 
.i^c^. no miscdii^ within, a Church, lyber.^ jl^pnimon 
^nse atadlcbriitiap/cfewihy preflijie,!'; Sp^ Iift4^1,p6. 

: 3. H«Bft(>I'Kh«wably submit! tb^t ^tbe. |^«tbor has 
-^plrenfjupv^hisrcau^i^i f4f tbe applpgy nom |Mre« 
^tfenited: wQuldravaili for a Ba(ptis4^!iwby flOt fon a 
'ASiArdifiiari^ « Ppe$byterito/apkiliide{>etedeof;9';0r 
•^^MblhddKft.? On'»whiai '^gMmndd of ehiistiati 
'fti^fo^O: D»^ekr£^6^ Si^ ac Sti^«fetrJt«^b« eotiOed 
'tb %' pilled wbicHsbalt be tblid in hb^ca^e; fedt 
llt^fevArff' Itf' every (yftief? Why "ttiis vast 
'^dHty* iaWd ' genilferiess in r^rericfe Co one 
fjiar^/ind' the fedgtikge df seveHty to \>fhers? 
ttin reference to ttem it is admitted, that ^^e 
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t$9uld ^009^40 he- u frea$J9vU,'* tlleil'> I- con* 
tetid it mui^t' te aio less eijiplkttbti^io'oitherBl'' I 
wlU ^(f fatth^t-Mbe *' modieratibtt ^ and siin- 
pUcity"' exist-J^tbeJr are fhe spint land prin-* 
cijple, so fair as I" dafa 'judge, of All the existing 
societies for the propagation" of the gospel, 
with' the exception of certain institutions, which, 
though it* may be offensive, to the author of the 
" JNew Model, he ,must be told, belon&r, ex- 
clusiyely, to the order under which he would 
wish us all henceforth to rank. (I shall not 
be supposed to refer to the Church MUsion^ry 
Society.) I believe the moderation £ind. sim- 
plicity referred to, belong, to the workmeiji 
abroad as well as to the workmen at home. 
For what then is the author contendiiig ^-tt. 
The veriest $hadpw of a shade. . 

On one point more .1 must remark — ih^ 
representation of the fundamental principle of 
the London Missionary Society, After stating 
that principle correctly, ^d r^eferriu^. to the 
practice of the society/ \^^hich^. he supjjoses 
sends out only Independents, < i^hicl) is pot 
altogether the case ; and even in the extent to 
which it does,.it^cts ifom necessity ». pot. frpm 
9hoice; he. say§,-^^; , ,;, . .,,,,.., „„ . .• 

^' It w not ^^eo inrMr, ^Mfefer Chat^'t^e Liyiidbti 
Miisibtiarf Soeiei)^ tendi kbiMdiio fbvm bf iStsd^^ 

d2 
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xfndpiv), tins ibrinit^|i.^ha^'-.Tbeepraetice; •f til* 
society mpst \^ deeiq^i^alie \f^ .if^^preteiF^ of it» 
professed priadple; and this principU we are 
compelled (o unders^ud as ^xt^aiiing^. simply —-tha^ 
forms and modes are, in the esteem of tlie society^ 
things of very inferior Imporiance:; and that if it 
can but diffuse the blessings of the gospel, it cares 
not at all,, or cares little, whether the Christianity 
it propagates, assume the garb of 'Presbyterianism» 
of Independency, or of Episcopacy/' pp. 96, 97. 

The funddmental principle of the society is 
not intendect to convey any such idea of the 
fegardtessness of tfie parties composing, it of 
form^ and modes. It is intended to secure 
and guarantee the right of private judgment 
to all who belong to it, both at home and 
dbroad, Ifs object is to secure co-operation, 
without cortipromise ;— the most enlarged and 
ifnited libera;lity, without sacrifice of principle. 
If has gained its object; and its principle is 
as inviofat^'af this moment as it was at the 
beginning. ' thfe'' author asks, — 

I ! ' , ' I . f ! V. I .... / . i ■ » 

" " Has hbt the society always mvifcd favour and 
aid from serious persons of all denominatit>ns, on' 
tb«.hroadADd no dc^A^jsi^mie pr^fesmonp that its 
o\ii»^ \b iVnHi)h;,Jargi^. th«ili stdMidoism of any 

1' \^ 
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flwrt? 'Haft it noV in order .lo win unWefuil cbnt 
cwrencey Ibrniall^ * aai sokmnly yenonncdd tte 
CMci^mv^. aad'simier 'id^aignflf ^ :f^ftf2 Han ii 
note; virtually gWen to ibe .woyld a pledge duMi 
notbiog^ shdnld be done under itt auspieea wJiiA 
miglii fairly shock .the peculiar ofMoiona- «f any 
who pcofess the same greal .doctrino of aalvnr 
ttoD?-' p. 97. , • 

T answer, Yes> it has done all MA, tbiAj and 
sincerely; and I lvii«t the d$(]r ia far distant 
when it' shall cease to act in this manner, and 
to place before the world- itW'nt^ble irafd'oathdlio 
principle. The author goes on — 
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« *\ The jUoodon ; Missionary Society .haa^> alwaysj^ 
and with .marked ifeapect, and e?/3o. ,8olipitude» 
invited aid froopk the. clergy and lay member of 
the. Established Churdi ; and in so doing has tacitly, 
acknowledged that there exists.no soch difference 
of opinion or practice between itself and them, as 
must imply a forfeiture of con^istenc}^ . on their 
part in bestowing upon, it tlieir good wishes, their 
prayei^s, their eloquence, and their money. In 
other words, the London Missionary Society, as a 
body,' seeks and di^sires to accoiiiplish nothing 
among the heathen wHich a^ ciUMsistent d^urchi/iifij 
riifay»liotbp^rovedfa!id^i)ro!Sadte: i '. •/ : ims 

"This is assuredly a truly baeh#liei>)^Miileiiton^ 
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aflrl it tViK<^ «xty£rfn«ly titaeaindtd to mamuate that 
tli«re toks (irvdef k 'tfny siAMfier ptirpoM 9f;Becf»- 
i^iankhi; of tlv^t Ht kr'lQfdt'fottHdMl upm O' perp^a 
inutuctlUf <if -f^Aing r^^ (that, there existir' anyf 
#bluctrartce <io foli<i^ the " Po1ld«Iilefata^ Prii^cipleV 
KrH<^reT«r \% «)»$y k^d. 'We ftre^l tay^' forblddett 
t^ siippcMe th»e>the ft«d(^y'«M<HfiiId^> for a momeDt, 
hesitate to throw the whole amount of it8 iiieaos 
into the chest of the Church of England — if once 
doDiviticed: thai^^ ih. so- doiag; h Foiild more ef&c- 
dadly 'than iq any', other mpsde, pnomot^th?' one 
i|n4 oqly object. it, bi|8 fip view — rth^ ^^^4^ ^ the 
gdipeLabfo^d." n?» 97^ 98. ,, ; . 

The society does not, nor ever has done 
any thing in its corporate capacity which any 
christian irtay nbt appfover and "protett>t^. No 
•iirii^tel' purpose of sdctarianfsni lurfcs nnder 
it6 cathoWc pfifesstott ; iior is there any reldc- 
tance to follow lihe' filndaniental principle, 
wherever it ipay lead. For that very reason, 
the society TiQ\ ex can throw. its means into the 
chest of the. Church of England. It would 
then cease to be a catholic, .and become a 
seqtanan, socieljy;^^ its funidtapeutal pripciple 
being viQla.ted, the society i^u^. be ,disspl ved ; 
fait^ wpii^ld be i^pk^en wUh iti» .Mis^ipr^ie.8» 
and with all who \^^p ^iitrii8[tf^4 )tb$iir iprop^AtgTt 



Iv- 

Wa li?^ in ao age of eAtocpriae and disn 
covery ; schemes and projects of alLsbrts ace 
oontiaciallj. ttbtrAdiog themaelVea aii public at- 
t^liop, md aie adyds^ated ^th Tariona abilitjF« 
and zenh ''Th& Much of InteUeol!' we* 
e»nni>i: ei^peot fhobld confine it^ .moTemeiii^ 
to* (he arts add sciences; wemsLj expect ttr 
find it in religion, and in religious projeeto 
also. It is impossible to bear daily of steam- 
ships for traversing the seas^ of steam-car- 
riages for wheeling along the.ooads, with a 
velocify which i& to leave the wind behind; of 
power-looms by which a few mail oAictories may 
supply the world with .doth ; and. of gaa-worka 
which furnish, by distiUiatiou, a metrapolui 
with ten tfaon9,aad lights, without, congratulating 
ourselves jthat we live in such aq age. Tbe 
influence of suoti circumsttoces on our religious 
opinions and reasoniogSi > is likely to be coo-* 
siderable. It sets ingenuity and imagrnatiao 
t6.W(»k« . We become tired of what is old;-*- 
it. is heavy, lumbering, unsatisiactory ; things 
must be done on new prihciples and on a dif- 
liarent scsdel Hence nerw systems c^ doctrine 
— new speculations in prophecy — new schemes 
af ^overnmentr cinil and eodesia^ical. Hence, 
ampng otiier things, Missionary Bsii^ormv 
By allmeani let tis refotm; hatlet it be <m» 



SGnpttinai pntiptjAes, aod ,vell asciertained Ex- 
periments.: 

: It s^ not long since 'Mr. Imng' proposed that 
every man' skoilld/ be ' Us ' own society, and 
his own niissionary. He has only to take up 
bis scrip and his staff; and prodeed^ arid - the 
work of missionary societies is 'done. A little 
wiule ago a work from the Serdmpore press, 
(by Dr^ Marshman, I believe,), recommends 
that ever^ churcb, or even smaller association 
shoald send out its own missionary; and this 
is pressed :by a variety of plausible. oonsidera- 
tions, enforced by the character and experience 
of.. the author.' i Either of these schemes would 
reduce all our, societies at once to broken, 
i|QCorineeted,.aDd>< inefficient fr^mehts; Yet 
each is^ supposed to' be the bnly effectoal 
method of propagaling the gospel all over 
the world.. By the autlior of the' ** New Mo- 
del/' we are < assured that units are nothing, 
that unconnected societies, however powerfiii, 
labour under fnndamental errors, and that m^ 
less we dissolve, and reunite in a' grand ^pis*^ 
copal corifedei!aCy, our efforts will h6 vain and 
fruitless. 

. Tbere is a portion of truth mixed vp with a 
considerable-quantity of error in ail these spe- 
culations. Individuals ought to! do more 'than 



13 generally d<>De to propagate tbeir own fnu- 
cipbes^inid^fMiiid^Atly of the aids and connexions 
ofassobiatCid bodies; — churches ought to take 
a deeper inteiyost 'm the yvmk which they leave 
too exclaiivdly to general societies. Every 
Missioqarjf goes out from some church, and is 
mor^ or les^ connected with a particular class 
of christians id some town or district. Why 
do not those froto whom he goes forth, spiri- 
tually and ecdesiasticaUy, regularly correspond 
with, him, encourage him, assist him, help to 
protvide foe bis children while he lives, or for 
his widow and fatherlesa children, when he 
is remoYed* These are duties which they ought 
not to teaird on any society, howeter extensive 
and respcBtkble* All this they oiight and 
oQgfaft to do witfabot diminishing, their oontii- 
botiona to the general cause; aad assuredly 
they would fiard their own reward in so doing. 

Vuion of hemrt, vnity of plan, and harniMy 
of design, ought to be studied and eultiyatled 
by every society. Each should study the field 
which it appears most competent to oocnpy to 
advantage. The region, or district which is 
taken possession of by one body, ought not to 
be invaded by another, till there is not room 
elsewh^e to labour. The oeeupatioa of " an- 
other's line of things made ready to o«r' hands*' 



'**» 



Iviii 

ought to 'be most daiiticmsly aroided. To da 
the work wefU rather than sooft,* i»b€»MM he the 
chief cbncerh ; ^and to be approved of God, 
rather thatt itpplatided % men, th^ great object 
of ambition. In various views pf Dr.'Marsb- 
man, particularly the point to which' I have 
adverted, I do not accord: But there are in 
his little work, sentiments of deep and vital 
importance to the success of missionary en- 
gagements. I refer here to the importance 
which he attaches to the connexion , between 
the piety of the church at home, and jof the 
agents abroad, and the blessing of God upon 
their labonrs. I greatly fear this subject i& not 
yet sufficiently understood. We think, per-* 
haps, we have done a great deal when we.have 
educated and sent forth missionaries, 'and when 
we have met in pnblic to pray for them; all 
this is well; bat it. may all take !plac6;rand A0^ 
thiiigt be effected. It is not enough tfaafe the 
oVouds ahote are charged with that, efeotric 
fluid which is sufficient to shatter every tenple. 
of idolatry to Atoms. There must be fit •con*- 
ductors for. its conveyance, or. it. will not 
explode. ' Ther^ must be men.wJio oonnebt 
heaven and [earth together by their ptinciples 
and affinities. The churcbi must be ja. iaore 
spiritual community, and .mi^$iOQ^ies. xt^nU Jt>e. 



more.^iritual meii^ before the diviae inflaence 
sb^l " 4i:op us the raip, anid distil as the dew ; 
as small rain upon the tender horb^ and 9i& 
showers upon the graad." The blessing must 
rest upon ourselves more extensively^ before k 
rest apon the heathen, and the ''fulness of the 
Gentiles come in." In the jastioe and import- 
ance of the following extract, I most cordially 
concur, and I eatnestfy hope that the solemn 
view which it presents of what now is, and of 
what must be, before God can greatly bless our 

efforts, may be deeply impressed ' both on mis- 

.•>_(<<■- . . _ ^ 

sionaries^ an^ on those who send them. 

'"'• It IS evident; that Without that holy arid Chrisil- 
hle spii'it ISO' conspicuiotid in tlie * ajtostles, ' misl- 
sionariesl n^duld b^ incapabte of training' up in 'a 
due manner, w^re they ^en, that abundant inere^ 
of heathen eon verts for which prayer* is so ofteti 
made. What could men under tiie JAiluence tif 
selfishness ^ntl carnality do with such a multitude of 
conVeifts, wHo hid the very image of Qirist ini- 
pressed upoii their souls ? Would not this glorious 
image, instead of being preserved in all its beiluty 
and pi^Oportioii until they reached the "stature of 
a perfect mari iti Chtist Jesus," be possibly disliked 
as far too precipe t' In the present Id^ standard of 
holiness which almost universally exists', -if^otild' it 
not in Such ' cdnverts be quickly ixijured by the 
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dartfiilltyy jiitf ty^fepiWt, sfelf-love/ vatn-^lMy , «nd po^ 
sibly unrfgfiteoas dealing, tliey f)^held ^|<6ufi(l* thii^ f 
Whlit misvidn is prepared' to vecf^ve'a mukitiide ^ 
donverts 'created anew by the Spirit of- God In 
xighteousoesa and ti^ve holiness, so a» duly to notiriali 
thetn up in faieh and holiness ? la -it then any won- 
der thait God should refuse, earnestly as it may fit 
desired in our prayers, to convert thousands in a 
day, when he knows how • soon his holy image in 
their hearts would he defaced hy the wretched, 
selfish system which now passes for true holiness 
among so many ? How is it that we so easily discern 
what the Scriptures say respecting doctrines or 
modes of worship, and remain so blind to tliose 
plain- truths, those 'important deductions re^pecting 
.njghteou8iies9» trife holiness, .i^nd th^ mind<)f Christ, 
which invcdve our highest, per^^onal happiness on 
earth, and which alone can.lea^ to the accomplish- 
floent of our. highest' desires respecting the salvation 

of the heathen? 

" • • • * • 

^* We- may indeed further ask,, what missionary 
body is prepared to receive fpith proji^r feeling^ the 
blessings of a Pentecost, for w|)ich prayer is so often 
made ? Were three thousand Hindoos converted on 
one occasion, and five thousand on another, what 
denomination or public body would not find this an 
occasioti of sin, either by its causing them to con- 
gratulate themselves on their own liberality and wise 
voonduct, were the Uessings given to them, or by its 
exciting envy toward those to whom it was given, 



were it given to others ? We learn from the apostk 
James that we may not merely fail to receive beeause 
we ask not ; we may ask and receive not, beeause 
we ask amiss, that we may consume it on our evil 
desires. And such are vain-glory, self-complacencyi 
and party-rivalry. If then . this be the casei is it 
any wonder that he who refused to deliver Israel by 
the hand of Gideon's thirty-two thousand men, lest 
Israel should vaunt themselves against him by say- 
ing, " Mine own hand hath saved me" should refuse 
to grant a Pentecost to our most earnest supplica- 
tions, until it will tend to promote in us humility, 
and love, and true holiness, instead of adding fuel 
to our carnality, pride, and self-complacency ? Surely 
it is time that we all regarded the apostle's exhorta- 
tion, " Brethren, be not children in understanding ; 
howbeit in malice (or evil-feeling) be ye chOdren ; 
but in understanding be men." And if our under- 
standings be duly exercised, we shall soon be con- 
vinced, that were the God of holiness to crown with 
his presence and blessing in the abundant conversion 
of the heathen, a selfish, unholy, or carnal spirit, in 
those connected with missionary efforts, he must 
frustrate the very design of Christ's death, that of 
saving us from our sins, and purifying unto himself 
a peculiar people, zealous of good works* May 
we all be deeply impressed with what the Scriptures 
declare on this important subject, and may the Lord 
give us understanding in all things.'** 

* Thoughts on Propagatiog Chiistiaiiity among the Heathen, 
pp. 14^16. 

e 
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Before conclading this IntroductloDy which, 
unitttebtionally* has been « too much extended, 
I most entreat the atteotton of one class of 
readers in particular to tiie followitqf Letters t 
I refer to those who are educating far the 
work of the ministry. To excite, direct,' and 
instruct this important class of the religioits 
community, so as to call forth theif zeal for 
the conversion of the heathen, may be re- 
garded as the chief design of the volume. In 
all that is said on the topics which bear on this 
point, by my respected friend, I most entirely 
concur. 

It is melancholy to find, that while we are 
overstocked with labourers for the home ser- 
vice, there is still a great lack of competeat 
persons for the foreign ; that the spirit of our 
Academies seems, to be bounded by the seas 
which surround our island ; that many are 
content to be cooped up in the narrow eado-- 
sures of our villages and hamlets, instead of 
desiring to expatiate over the regions that are 
beyond us, crowded with a sinful and immortal 
population; that there are oftto competition 
and rivalship about a very ordinary congrega- 
tion, but no striving for the furtherance of the 
gospel in the lands of the shadow of death. 
Where all is quietness and assurance and 
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comfort^ there is great professed zeal for the 
spiritual interests of men; but at the posts 
of danger) — the enterprise of self-denial and 
hazardi*— the ranks of the really militant army 
of Christ remain unooenpied. 

This state of things obviously implies a low 
degi^ee of principle even among the ministers 
of Christ. I do not prefer the charge of 
insincerity or hypocrisy; but surely there is 
reason to doubt ihe strength and ardour of zeal 
when it is so generally confined to q[>beres 
of exertion which call for little sacrifice* and 
expose to no danger. Let me entreat my 
younger brethren to reflect on this^ and to 
ponder the reasonings of the following Letters. 
Give the subject your serious consideration ; 
let it be matter of solemn prayer and self? 
examination. Do not take it for granted you 
have no interest in it,— that your call is at 
home, — ^that you have not talents or courage 
for the work. Contemplate the duty of de- 
voting yourselves to Christ in whatever field or 
region he may be pleased by his providence 
to mark out for you. Contemplate the wants 
and woes of the world, which is all before you ; 
presenting an unlimited field of labour, and the 
fallest excitement and occupation for your 
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loftiest ambition. To you it may be given to 
plant the standard of the cross where it has 
not before been reared ; — to assail and to carry 
fortresses still in the hands of the enemy, and 
long deemed impregnable ; — to achieve the 
conquest, not of a few individuals, but of a 
country; — to break down the barriers of a 
nation's idolatry, and win its universal homage 
to Christ, and its eternal gratitude to your- 
selves as his instruments. In the wholb 

COMPASS OF HUMAN BENEVOLENCE, THERE 
IS NOTHING SO GRAND, SO NOBLE, SO 
CHRISTIAN, SO TRULY GODLIKE— AS THE 
WORK OF EVANGELIZING THE HEATHEN. 



LETTER I. 



ON THB CHOICE OF A MISSIONARY LIFE. 



My dear Friend, 
During the years I have been a missionary, 
▼arioos thoughts have occurred to me touching the 
character, qualifications, motives, duties, trials, &e. 
of missionaries. I have long intended to offer you 
the result of my reflections on such points, but I 
need not say what has hitherto prevented the exe- 
cution of my purpose. I might still defer it if I 
waited for a season of uninterrupted leisure ; but, 
availing myself of such '' remnants of time," as I 
can seize in the course of a life of labour, I com- 
mence my observations. I shall only premise that 
you must be indulgent to marks of haste which you 
will doubtless discover in my composition ; but al- 
though hastily put together, the thoughts themselves 
have been maturely considered, and I anticipate 
that in most things you will agree with me. I 
pretend not to any new or original views, but 
actual engagement in missionary seryice has given 
me a deepened impression of some truths generally 



admitted, yet not sufficiently weighed, and for that 
reason, often practically disregarded. 

I shall begin with some remarks on the choice 
of a missionary life. 

The ordinary pursuits of mankind present a defi- 
nite object before the eye. The artisan, the mer- 
chant, the lawyer, the physician, the minister of 
religion tread a beaten path. A young man when 
he fixes upon any of these professions may form a 
pretty correct estimate of the duties connected 
with his choice ; and, generally speaking, his pros- 
pects of emolument, respectability and comfort, 
are not difficult to be ascertained. There is tittle 
«room for the indulgence of romantic speculation, 
because the matter is capable of being brought to 
the test of sober calculation. Every town or di»<- 
trict may furnish him with examples of persons in 
the same walk of life he may have chosen, and thus 
he is put in possession of data for calculating what 
he himself will have to be and to do in becoming 
one of their number. But it is not so with the 
young man whose mind inclines to the work of a 
missionary. In speculating upon this subject he 
finds himself at once beyond the common means 
of judging of the duties, trials, advantages and 
disadvantages of the station to which he aspires. 
The ministry at home bears but a very imperfect 
analogy to the undertaking he contemplates ; and 
there are no missionaries, and no missionary ground 
within the range of his observation. The accounts 



transmitted from foreign countries ivhere missiona 
have been established, however useful and import- 
ant in other respects, fall far short of the minute- 
ness and distinctness of information which he finds 
necessary to enable him to realize the idea of 
being there and surrounded by a foreign scenery 
and population. But without such vivid pictures 
of the localities of the missionary settlement, he can- 
not even conceive what must be the indescribable 
impression of ^being actually removed from all the 
places and persons hitherto familiar to him. Hence 
there b much room for the indulgence of imagi- 
nation, and if the mind is strongly biased in favour 
of the enterprize, which we may suppose, under 
the influence of the best motives, there will be a 
corresponding tendency to view every thing favour- 
able to the undertaking with a partial eye ; and 
on the other hand a disposition to overlook every 
discouraging circumstance. 

For example, the pain of being removed from 
beloved friends and associates will be thought easily 
bearable ; while the hope of living in their more 
endeared remembrance, the anticipated pleasure 
of frequently receiving their friendly letters, and 
the means which may be enjoyed of gratifying 
them in return by interesting communications, will 
dwell upon the fancy and make a separation 
from friends, in such circumstances, appear al- 
most desirable The biased mind will in like man- 
lier take an encouraging^ I may say a flattering 
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view of the exchange of civilized for savage 
society; a population of professing christians 
for a race of idolaters. I do not here speak of 
considerations of a higher nature, whose influ- 
ence on the mind of a truly devoted man will bear 
him up in his determinations to pursue an ascer- 
tained path of duty ; but I wish to point out how 
the mind is subject to certain influences, often un- 
observed and unacknowledged, which, however, 
may go far in bringing the individual to a state of 
decided resolution to embark in the cause. A san- 
guine mind very easily disposes of the difficulties of 
a favourite project, and in imagination annihilates 
them, but it cannot annihilate them in reality ; and 
unless there be other more solid and more effective 
qualities of mind, the actual encounter with these 
difficulties may produce effects, little suspected, be- 
fore the trial conges to be made. 

It may be said that, admitting the share which a 
lively fancy, expatiating upon the unknown scenes 
of his future destination, may have in determining 
the mind of one who contemplates the missionary 
work, there is at least equal reason to suppose that 
his mind may be as much discouraged by the pros- 
pect of future evils, as wrought upon by the hope 
of redeeming advantages connected with the ardu- 
ous calling. But I think there is reason to form a 
different conclusion with regard to most of those 
who actually become missionaries, and that not 
merely upon a speculative view of the subject as 



a question in the philosophy of the mind, but arguing 
from the real experience of individuals who have 
entered upon missionary service. 

Be it observed, however, that I limit the appli- 
cation of the remark now made to those who have 
actually become missionaries; because I believe 
that many whose minds have been agitated by the 
question, whether tjiey ought personally to embark 
in the mbsionary cause, and have ultimately relin- 
quished the idea, have been in a great measure 
swayed in their resolution to stay at home, by hav- 
ing their minds filled with a gloomy and magni- 
fied view o{ the privations, &c. of a missionary 
life. But I conceive that in such cases there was 
not the strong predilection for that department of 
service in the cause of Christ, which ever accom- 
panies -the true missionary spirit, but a cold and 
suspicious apprehension that it might be matter of 
duty. In discussing this question, therefore, the 
subject, possessed of few attractions in itself to 
such a mind, is viewed in the most unfavourable 
light; and the suggestions of ** flesh and blood'' in 
favour of the ease and security and sobriety of a 
life at home, are listened to with approbation, and 
carry the point over the doubtful plea of duty. 

It appears to me, therefore, that, generally speak- 
ing, they who most conscientiously endeavour to count 
the cost before leaving their father's kindred and 
their house, do not reckon the cost so great as it ac- 
tually turns out to be. They put an undue value upon 





certain items of gain, and omit or underrate cer-»* 
tain items of loss. But their after experience dis- 
covers to them their error* I would by no means 
insinuate that this discovery must necessarily make 
them repent of the step they have taken, or that 
they do not find, in the fulfilment of the Saviour's 
promise (Mark x. dO.)^ spiritually considered^ an 
ample compensation for all that they have left and 
all they forego ; but that, had they known all cir^ 
qumstances before, as experience has since shewn 
them, they would have been more sober in their es- 
timate of the satisfaction or reward in the present 
world. And if they had not had faith to wait, in 
the want of present recompense, for the recompense 
of reward at the resurrection of the just, they 
would have declined the work. Or, if they did go 
forward to it, they would have done so with a more 
isimple and sublime faith, a higher elevation of aim 
and desire, a spirit of more entire consecration ta 
the work,. ** not counting their lives dear unto 
them." This I take to be the precise effect which 
the discovery of the real nature of his under- 
taking, at whatever stage of it this discovery is 
made, produces on the heart of the true missionary ; 
and that thus his motives and aims are acquiring a 
superior purity and heavenliness as he advances in 
his career of labour and tribulation. 

I have supposed that a young man may picture 
to himself such a scene of missionary labour and 
success, that he will be ready to quit every thing 



dear to him in the world to realize it. This may 
be in connexion with the purest motives. The 
work he chooses is most honourable and praise- 
worthy. The enjoyments he anticipates are holy 
and exalted: He reckons upon finding them in 
the faithful discharge of his duties as a servant of 
Christ. He will take delight in devising methods 
to rouse the attention and gain the aflfection of the 
natives. He will cheerfully adopt their manners 
and customs, so far as he innocently may, and so 
far as may conduce to their favourable opinion of 
him, or appear likely to promote the success of his 
work among them. He will anticipate with rap- 
ture their becoming interested in the message of 
mercy, " the glad tidings of great joy " he pub- 
lishes among them : he will teach them to read in 
their own tongue the wonderful works of God* 
He will train them up for heaven, and walk before 
them in the way to it. Temporal good things, 
sensual and even intellectual enjoyments, hold a 
very inferior place in his regard, while he bars his 
mind against the very thought of seeking pleasure 
in the ways of sin. In a word, he promises himself 
much personal enjoyment in his work, and ajrich 
reward in the success of it. 

But it is obvious, that if a man contemplates the 
subject in this light, he is making self gratification 
the hinge on which the whole scheme turns. Not 
that the idea of personal enjoyment is to be utterly 
excluded, but it must not be made the swaying 
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consideration. If nobler views, and more dis- 
interested motives, have not brought the mind 
to the state of being made up upon the subject, 
and determined it in favour of the missionary work 
happen what may, there is reason to fear that, 
when the scheme of self-gratification turns out to 
be a life of self-denial— of many temptations from 
without and from within — ^a life of many hin- 
drances and few aids to self-improvement, and 
withal, not rewarded with the anticipated success 
in the work, while year after year rolls way; 
the' disappointment may, if the grace of God pre- 
vent not, turn the work entered upon with glowing 
zeal and raised expectation, into an intolerable 
burden, and leave the unhappy labourer to drag 
it on with weariness, if he does not altogether 
relinquish it in disgust. 

In the case now supposed, there may have been 
a degree of sincerity of hearty and purity of mo- 
tive, along with the admixture of selfish views; 
but it b not difficult to conceive, that the situation 
of a missionary in a foreign country, may appear a 
desirable thing to persons who possess neither the 
spirit nor qualifications of a true mis^onary. It 
may appear so to men dissatisfied with their situ- 
ations and prospects at home^ or actuated by 
the love of novelty, or possessed of a desire to see 
and know the world, or carried away by a vain 
ambition of distinction, and getting a name* Such 
men may find in the project of becoming mission- 



9 V 

arieft, something highly calculated to please the 
imaginatioii. And it must be allowed, that persons 
who embark in the holy cause of missions, in such 
a spirit, may have their reward — the reward they 
seek — ^but the reward of the ** good and faithful 
serrant/' as they neither seek nor earn, they shall 
not obtain. Let us endeavour to trace the pro- 
gress of an individual, actuated by any of the 
base principles now mentioned— destitute of the 
qNrit of the office to which he aspires. In the 
first instance, he overcomes obstacles and diffi- 
culties that stand in the way of the accomplish- 
ment of his wishes. His resolution and apparent 
devotedness may gain him the favourable opinion 
of christian friends. The very circumstance of 
his professed desire to engage in the service of 
God among the heathen, an undertaking so ar- 
duous, that many truly devoted men have shrunk 
back from its difficulties and dangers — produces 
an impression in his favour among religious people 
— their charity teaches them in this case to hope 
all things. A good report of him is carried to the 
directors of a missionary society, along with the 
offer of his services. He is accepted as a can- 
didate, passes the time of preparatory study, and 
finally is sent abroad. 

The degree of respect and affection which fall 
to the share of a minister at home, will just be in 
proportion to the zeal, and fidelity, and ability 
with which he performs the high duties of his 
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difficult matter to keep oa good terms with his con- 
stituents, and delude them with the vain idea that 
he is labouring faithfully and successfully to dis- 
seminate the gospel among his heathen charge, 
while he is leaving them without ihe smallest 
concern, and, as yet, without remorse, to th^r 
wicked delusions. 

The case is in some respects, but not essentially, 
altered, where there are several labourers t<^e- 
tfaer, and one such character among them. There 
must here be more circumspection, more care to 
preserve appearances. But as it is generally 
found conducive to the furtherance of the work, 
and most suited to the variety of taste and qua* 
lification in a body of missionaries to make & 
division of labour, each in his own department 
is thus rendered more independent, and left more 
at liberty. And in the supposed case of an un- 
faithful member of a missionary establishment^ 
there is more room for the practice of hypocrisy, 
and less liability to suspicion ; while delicacy, and 
the spirit of forbearance, and hope of amendment^ 
and charitable allowance for peculiarity of natural 
disposition, &c. may make his brethren very ten- 
der of exposing one whose improprieties cannot 
escape their notice. The truth is, a Judas may 
remain undetected for years among his brethren 
and fellow labourers. And who can say but 
there may be traitors who sell their Master and 
the souls of men for a piece of money, and yet 
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live unsuspected, and pass off the stage with a 
fair reputation ! The supposition is a¥^ully 
alarming; but the use to be made of the obser- 
vations offered in this letter, must be reserved for 
the subject of my next. 

I am, &c. 



LETTER IL 



THE SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED. 



My dear Friend, 

The promised sequel to the observations con- 
tained in my last letter, I now proceed to lay 
before you. 

If other motives than those which ought to 
actuate the mind, may impel men to offer them- 
selves for missionary service ; and if such persons 
may succeed in obtaining the sanction of societies, 
be appointed to fields of labour, and occupy them 
to their own hurt, and the injury of many — the 
subject demands the solemn consideration of all 
whom it in any way concerns. 

In secular business, though principle is ever re- 
garded as of the highest value, yet it is possible 
for a servant influenced merely by considerations 
of interest, expediency, or necessity, to perform 
his work with as much credif^ to himself, and 
satisfaction to his master, as if he had been ac- 
tuated by the most honourable and conscientious 
otives in every iota of the service required of 
. But in this sacred employmetit the case is 
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otherwise. Nothing can compensate for the want 
of a heart in the work — a heart right with God, 
in simplicity and sincerity devoting itself to him 
and to his service* 

The first and ohvious deduction from this is A 
warning to missionaries and missionary candidates 
themselves. Its language to them is—'* Look well 
to your motives — sift them to the bottom, and be 
not satisfied, although you think there be found 
'some good thing' in you, among much that is 
not so : separate the precious from the vile, and 
try how far such views apd motives, as have the 
sanction of the word of God, influence you, inde*- 
pendently of all other considerations.'^ 

The conduct which flows from wrong principles 
of action, although others may admire and extol 
it, conscience will pronounce to be destitute of all 
moral worth, and anticipate the sentence of con- 
demnation God will at last utter alike against 
open transgression and feigned obedience. 

Moreover, as there may be, and most commonly 
is, a mixture of motives to be discovered, when we 
enter upon the difficult search of the secret springs 
of our conduct, it is a matter of the first import* 
ance, to ascertain what share right motives have 
in leading to any particular act or course of action. 
The primary motive in the case of missionary ser*- 
vice must be a sense of duty, entertained by a 
mind which approves, and chooses, and delights 
in the great end to which that duty points^—the 
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glory of God. Let the man then who *' desires" 
the ^^good work/' endeavour to ascertain how 
far he is actuated by a regard to the command and 
authority of God. Let him further inquire with 
what complacency the mind entertains the con- 
viction of duty: in other words, whether he is 
brought to love the service^ and rejoice in it, as the 
way in which God is pleased to give liim the 
happy privilege and opportunity oC glorifying his 
name, and fulfilling his blessed will. 

Were I further to address such an one, I would 
say — *' If you have reason to conclude that the 
command to go and preach the gospel is imperative 
upon you as an individual, it is then with you 
a simple question of obedience to God. You 
must acknowledge his authority by yielding obe- 
dience to his command, otherwise you are self- 
condemned as a transgressor. I speak not of the 
means of ascertaining your call ; but supposing 
that point to be settled, and that you are satisfied 
in your own mind, that it is your duty to embark 
personally in the missionary cause, you cannot 
refuse to act upon the conviction, without for- 
feiting your title to the character of one who is 
' following the Lord fully.' " 

Were it not that I consider self-deception here 
to be very dangerous, and the danger of being so 
deceived very great, I would not think it necessary 
to pursue this subject farther, but allow it to be 
taken for granted, that when the call of duty is 
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obeyed, we have nothing more to do but to con- 
gratulate the individual upon such 'a; proof of hii 
subjection to divine authority, and of his conqueit 
over the appetites, or habits, or desires, that may 
have opposed his obedience. 

When I consider the diflfeulty attendmg all 
investigations into the operations of our own 
minds, and the proneness of all to judge favour- 
ably in their own case, it occurs to me that there 
may be persons who take credit to themselves for 
acting under the influence of motives derived from 
the authority of God, and their duty to him and 
to their fellow men, while in reality, other oon* 
siderations unattended to or unavowed, in a great 
measure actuate them. They acknowledge ta 
words, it is true, the authority of God, and seem 
also practicalhf to acknowledge it ; but after all, 
the obedience may not flow from regard to the 
conunand, but because the performance of the duty 
b, on other grounds, pleasant or profitable. Now, 
since partiality in judging of ourselves always 
inclines us to put the best construction both upon 
our outward actions and inward motives, we 
cannot be too suspicious of ourselves ; — we can 
scarcely err in the way of too much severity, and 
should we ever do so, the evil of the error 
would not be so great on that side as on thb. 

To trace the subject a little farther then. Sup- 
pose that, in pursuance of the command to preach 
the gospel, considered as imperative upon an in- 
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dividual, and pointing in his case to the duty of 
going as a missionary to the heathen , he takes 
steps in the matter accordingly, aftd actually sets 
about the accomplishment of his purpose, there is 
still room for self-jealousy, for even in this case 
there may be something ^' lacking,'^ and some- 
thing wrong. The thing itself is commanded, and an 
acknowledged duty, and yet the motive and man- 
ner of performing it may be such as to render it, 
instead of an acceptable service to God, an abo^ 
mination in his sight. That the authority of G-od 
is acknowledged is so far well — ^that the thing com- 
manded is performed as well — but after all, the 
spirit put into the actual performance may be no 
better than that of a slave. The command must 
be obeyed *'from the heart:" — the service must 
be a ftee-will offering ; it must be a sacrifice of 
love and glad acknowledgment of the mercy of 
God, who has conferred the ability, and oppor-' 
tunity, and grace> to render back to him of that 
which has been received from him. The command 
to *' feed the flock of God," and to gather in the 
wandering sheep, must be performed in the manner 
required, *^ taking the oversight thereof, not by 
constraint, but willingly— «o^ for filthy lucre, 
but of a ready mindJ* 

If there be not this willing spirit which is 
so emphatically pronounced to be an essential 
requisite to acceptable obedience; if the higher 
and purer motives fail to operate with commanding 
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energy, and the individual nevertheless profess 
himself to be impelled forward to the performance 
of the duty, there is reason to suspect that some 
latent and unacknowledged motive is in operation 
to which his conduct is to be traced. His mind 
in this case probably has recourse to some bye 
consideration, which urges it on, and bears it up, 
under the weight of the contemplated work. 
Some flattering scheme of present profit or plea^* 
sure may be holden under the self-denying garb 
of a missionary, and the desire of fame in the 
love of knowledge, may become the succedaneum 
for the general principles of love to God and 
man. 

I repeat it, that even where there is a professed 
practical acknowledgment of the imperious obli^' 
gation to obey the command of God, there may 
be the absence of that Un^e which is the animating 
spirit of true obedience ; and if love be wanting, 
the obedience is a dead work. Surely then it 
becomes all who aspire to the missionary charac- 
ter, to bring the hidden springs of their actions to 
the severest test — to subject the secret and often 
unobserved motions of the heart to a rigid scrutiny. 
If they cannot endure this trial, ^' how shall they 
abide the judgment of God? for if our heart 
condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and 
knoweth all things — ^if our heart condenm us not, 
then have we confidence towards God." In a 
word, our duty to God and man are involved 
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in the question of disseminating the gospel ; but 
we cannot discharge that duty, unless the love of 
God and man warm our bosoms, and put spirit 
and life into our obedience. ''The love of 
Christ constraineth us ; because we thus judge, 
that if one died for all, then were all dead, and 
that he died for all, that they which live should 
not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him 
who died for them and rose again/^ Unless thus 
influenced, thus '' constrained/' and carried beyond 
the base and selfish considerations of the hireling, 
the vain pretences of the hypocrite, and the dreams 
of the enthusiast, there can be no faithful and 
persevering devotement of a man's all to the mis- 
sionary work.' When God says, '' Whom shall I 
send ?'^ — and when in the spirit of lowly and trem- 
bling, but willing consecration, a man can say, 
*'Here ami, send me;" — ^then and then only does 
he ** present himself a living sacrifice, holy, accept- 
able unto God, which is his reasonable serrice." 

It is scarcely supposable, that a mind can be 
so far enlightened on the subject of duty, and so far 
under the influence of principle, as to act in obe- 
dience to a given command, conscientiously ful- 
filling it in the fear of God, and yet be destitute 
of the other principles requisite to render that 
obedience such as God can approve. And 
therefore I think the true explanation of the sub- 
ject is that which is above suggested, namely — 
that where there is obedience to the command^ 
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without love to the duty, and him who commanded 
ity the principle of action is some base or selfish 
consideration ; and that the taking credit for a 
conscientious regard to the authority of God, 
as the grand actuating motiye in pursuing that 
course of obedience, is mere self-delusion or de- 
testable hypocrisy. 

At the same time, in regard to a duty so plainly 
enjoined, as that of preaching the gospel — «. e. 
publishing it through the whole world — a duty 
implied in the very nature of Christianity, there 
must be multitudes of professing christians, who, 
if they think of the matter at all, must be visited 
with many compunctious thoughts as to their 
neglect of it. Acknowledging the paramount 
oUigation that lies upon every christian to do 
all that his most zealous and persevering exer- 
tions can accomplish in this work, the hearts of 
many must accuse them of supineness, idleness, 
lukewarmness, want of zeal for the glory of God, 
want of practical love to their Saviour, want of 
compassion for the souls of men, want of con- 
sistency with their profession. In the case of 
young men of education and talents who have 
enrolled their names and taken their place among 
the disciples of Christ, there must be either great 
dimness of sight, or a wilful shutting of 'the eyes, 
if a command so legible is not perceived ; they 
must employ much unsound carnal logic with 
themselves, before they can reconcile it with 
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conscience and duty to stay at homei while th^ 
cries of hundreds of millions of heathen are ring- 
ing in their ears. They must 'have many mis- 
givings of heart. They often are — they must he 
impressed with a sense of the duty required of 
them; and some, I belieye, unable to shake off 
their convictions, find no alternative left but to 
act in obedience to them, or lose a good con- 
science. It is surely possible to conceive of con- 
viction of duty being very unwelcome — of the 
mind resisting it — and when it can resist no longer, 
yielding a constrained and unwilling obedience. 
In this state of mind, other views and consider- 
ations of a selfish character may present themselves 
as encouragements to proceed in the course duty 
points oiit ; but so far as proper principle is con- 
cerned, the man goes forth to the work as a con- 
vict to banishment — reluctant to go, but unable to 
escape; and deriving consolation only from the 
hope, that in the land of his exile he may find 
some alleviation of his misery in the pleasures of 
the place, or in occupations capable of diverting 
his mind and shortening the time. 

I have supposed an extreme case, and perhaps 
this illustration is too harsh ; but I wished to show 
how a mixture of motives mars the character of 
the obedience, and turns what ought to^ be a 
willing and cheerful service, into a hated task. 
Whatever may have been the history of a man's 
secret cogitations — struggle with conviction— 
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nation and duty — the conduct he ultimately pur- 
sues must be pleasing or displeasing in the sight 
of God, according to the principles which form ■ 
the secret springs of that conduct. If the main 
spring be what it ought to be, the existence of 
other feelings and considerations, not wrong in 
themselves (and when under proper regulation, 
even commendable), will not defile the offering. 
For instance, a man under the influence of the 
highest motives in the missionary work, may de-< 
rive farther encouragement in the prospect of it, ' 
or when actually engaged in it, from the reflection 
that it is a calling congenial to his taste, favour-* 
able to his own spiritual progress, and offering 
many innocent gratifications to an intelligent mind. 
But if these and other subordinate considerations 
occupy the first place in his view of the work, and 
degrade zeal for the glory of God, and the sal* 
vation of men, to the rank of inferior motives — 
there is utterly a fault in that mind. If self* 
interest, self-seeking, self-gratification, conduct 
the enterprize, while love, and zeal, and obe- 
dience, or the shadows of them, follow at a hum " 
ble distance in their train, is not the whole rather 
an offering at the shrine of huAan vanity, than a 
sacrifice on the altar of God ? I have said enough 
to shew that such service cannot be a ^' holy accept- 
able sacrifice unto God" — such labours cannot be 
^* unto God a sweet savour of Christ." Nor is thb 
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all,the service itself, even outwardly considered, will 
be but a cold, indifferent, negligent, undevout, for- 
mal work ; for as self is the chief mover, whatever 
degree or kind of service is contrary to the interests 
or inclinations of self will be neglected. Instead of 
every thing giving way before the energy of a mind 
seeking not its own things but the things of Cfarist, 
there will be all the vacillancy and weakness of a 
man attempting to serve two masters. His spirit 
will not be that of love and power, and of a sound 
mind, but of fear and weakness and foolishness. 
How wide a difference between the faithful and 
the false missionary ! The one is seeking his own 
glory, the other, like his divine master and pattern, 
the glory of Him that sent him. This becomes the 
simple and elevating principle of action, and every 
thought is subordinated to its influence. 

I need not have been so prolix upon a point so 
obvious as the worthlessness of all obedience 
which springs not from the love of God and regard 
to his authority ; but the intricacy of the subject 
of motives and principles of action which I have 
been led to touch upon, in its application to mis- 
sionary undertakings, has obliged me to multiply 
words, but whether to your satisfaction I have some 
doubts. I have felt my own inadequacy in attempt- 
ing to investigate some of the operations of that 
mystery of iniquity — the human heart; but that 
it is such a mystery of iniquity even in the case 
of those who are in part renewed in the spirit 
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of their minds, is the strongest possible reason to 
be jealous of it and strict in examining it, and this 
is in one word the sum and scope of the reiterated 
admonitions scattered over these pages. 

I am, ScQ, 



LETTER III. 



MISSIONARY QUALIFICATIONS. 



My dear Friend, 
How shall I speak of the qualifications of 
missionaries. It would be easy to string together a 
number of epithets, such as pious, zealous, persever- 
ing, self denied, overflowing with love to God and 
man, &c. and so dress up a character of unqualified 
christian perfection, unlike any specimen of human 
nature ever beheld. Upon any one who might be 
desiring the office of a missionary, and who might 
attempt with fear and trembling to compare his 
own attainments with such a picture of an ideal 
missionary, the contemplation of it could have no 
other effect than to drive him to despair ; unless 
he ventured to question the skill or the authority 
of the painter who formed an abstraction of his 
own, instead of copying from the life. While upon 
the mind of another aspirant to missionary service, a 
young man made up of self-ignorance and pre- 
sumption, the opposite effect would be produced ; 
for in beholding this portrait of a missionary, he 



27 

would fancy he was looking in a mirror and be- 
holding the image of himself.* 

I shall endeavour to avoid the evil referred to, 
and exhibit the missionary as a man. 

That man must in the first place be a Christian, 
a true believer in the Lord Jesus Christ. But 
the converse of the proposition will not hold. 
jEvery missionary must be a christian, but every 
christian is not fit to be a missionary. This 
obvious remark opens to us a very important view 
of the missionary character. The missionary must 
be a christian distinguished by certain qualifica- 
tions not possessed by all, and in fact which few 
possess in an eminent degree. 

He ought to be a superior man, both morally 
and intellectually ; one whom the God of nature 
has adorned with superior gifts ; upon whom the 
God of salvation has bestowed a rich measure of 
grace. But I must descend to particulars. 

In attempting to delineate the character of one 
who bids fair to become a useful missionary, I shall 
do it under the idea that he is a young man — not 
that this is essential, but because it will better 
accord- with the generality of cases that occur. 

In a circle of religious young men, is there one 
distinguished among his fellows for deep and fer- 

* Care mast be taken, however, to exhibit the character 
in qoestion, as something more than what may suif a com- 
mon every-day profession of Christianity. If the missionary 
is not all perfection, neither is he all defect. 

02 
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vent piety^ one who has learned under the Divine 
Teacher much of his Bible and much of his own 
hearty and who is still sitting with humility and 
love at the same Teacher's feet ? This is the in- 
dividual upon whom we are to fix our eyes, and if 
upon further examination other requisites be found 
in him, he will be the missionary* We proceed 
to inquire then, Does his character brightly re- 
flect the image of Christ ? Has he decidedly come 
put from the world ? Are the people of God his 
chosen associates ? Does he, before all, firndy and 
consistently avow his christian profession, shewing 
that he loves Christ mor^ than father or mother, 
sister or brother ; yet does he with all the meek- 
ness and gentleness of Christ, behave towards 
them as a dutiful and loving son and brother ? Is 
he the foremost among his companions in devising 
and executing plans of usefulness, and yet willing 
to take ^ the meanest place, proving that he is 
seeking more to do good than to be known as the 
doer of it? Does he shine more in the eyes of 
others than in his own ? Do truth and goodness and 
love appear to form his unaffected character — not 
the dress he assumes on particular occasions, 
but his every day ordinary apparel — and for 
blamelessness, sobriety, and all that even the world 
esteems pure, lovely, and of good report, has he the 
testimony of them that are without? If these 
things be so, if the streams be so pure and sweet, 
we may infer that the fountain whence they flow 
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has been cleansed. But this is not to be taken 
for granted — we must examine the state of iSbe 
fountain that feeds these streams. 

It is especially necessary , that he who is to be 
a teacher of others should be sound in the fiuth 
hunself. I shall not attempt to draw op a scheme 
of the truths of revelation, the belief of which I 
consider as constituting soundness in the faith ; for 
in that case I should be merely presenting you 
with my own theological systent. Upon points of 
indifference, and matters wrapt in a reil of ob* 
scurity, there have been, and probably will be to 
the end, differences of opinion ; but all who are 
'' taught of God," hold substantially the same 
views of the great fundamental truths of revelation. 
These our young probationer must undeistand, and 
believe, and feel in their heavenly and transform- 
ing influence. We have supposed his character to 
be adorned with the lovely fruits of righteoosness ; 
here we see the cause of his fruitfulness.. He b a 
tree planted by the livers of water ; — his root is 
nourished in secret by the river of the water of 
life; — ^he is sanctified by the truth which he 
believes and delights in; — he derives from it 
motive and direction, will and ability. The life 
he lives in the flesh is by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved him and gave himself for him. 
He has fellowship with the Father and with 
Son Jesus Christ. In him the virtues and 
that command the approbation of all who witnem 
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their exercbe, are not the productions of nature, 
but the fruits bf the Spirit. In a word, "he 
abideth in the doctrine of Christ/' and his conduct 
adorns it If this be true of him, he will be able 
to give a reason of the hope that is in him, both as 
to his own Christianity, and his belief in revelation 
itself. Nor will his views of divine truth be vague 
and superficial, as is the case with many. Lioving 
the fountain, living near it and drinking of it 
daily, his knowledge may be expected to be ac- 
curate, extensive, well digested, and always in- 
creasing. 

Young converts, if they are not spoiled by 
unsound public instruction or by improper books, 
make mpid progress in divine knowledge. The 
dimness of their first conceptions gradually wears 
away. What was confused becomes distinct, 
what was unperceived is now clearly seen, and 
every thing appears in its true colours and pro- 
portions — just as the face of nature is discovered to 
the eye, when the mists of the morning disappear. 

This, although with great variety, in individual 
experience, may be called the first stage of chris- 
tian experience. In favourable circumstances, 
there will be seen a beautiful proportion between 
the work of the Spirit in enlightening the mind 
and renewing it — the increase of light and the 
increase of heat — the spiritual perceptions of the 
soul, and the vital warmth of the system. 

But the candidate for the missionary office must 
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not be a new convert. He must have passed his 
noviliite before he be encouraged to take any 
steps with a view to it ; for the circumstance of 
being a novice in the christian profession, is of 
itself a bar to every department of the work of the 
ministry. lA most cases no accurate judgment 
can be formed of what his profession will come to, 
till a considerable time has proved it. It is not 
safe to' judge by the early blossoms. The young 
disciple may seem to the eye a promising plant of 
righteousness, but ** by their fruits shall ye 
know them.'' And even supposing his profession 
to be genuine, to lay hands suddenly on such an 
one at an early period of his experience might be 
attended with the worst effects. The specific rea- 
son assigned why a novice should not be appointed 
to the bishop's office is, ** lest being lifted up with 
pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil." 
The wisdom of the apostolical rule, therefore, is 
manifest, and it can never be infringed without 
danger. 

We have supposed the individual in question to 
have made a good beginning, to be well grounded 
in the truth, and as he must have passed the first 
years of the christian life, he ought to have made 
good progress. If he has not been apt to learn, 
he cannot be thought likely to prove apt to teach ; 
and that whether we understand the phrase to denote 
aptness as to capacity, or aptness as to disposition ; 
whether able to teach, or ready and inclined to 
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since they lead to the neglect of some of his pri- 
mary duties, and affect the usefulness of his minis- 
try in the most serious manner. 

I feel that I am wandering from the point with 
which I set out ; but these discussions arising out 
of the view we are taking of the missionary cha- 
racter, although not necessary to the simple exhi- 
bition of the qualifications with which that 
character ought to be invested, may furnish matter 
of useful reflection, and show what the missionary 
ought not to be, as well as what he ought. 

Before proceeding to examine him as to talent, 
temper, &c, ; our young christian's desire for the 
missionary work may here be noticed. We have 
been taking a view of his piety, the holiness of 
his deportment, and the spirituality of his mind ; 
connected with, these features, there should be a 
decided predilection for the missionary work. I 
reckon this an essential qualification. But this 
predilection must not be a sudden flash of feeling, 
not like the prophet's gourd which came up in a 
night, and may perish in a night. I should not 
augur favourably of the determined resolution and 
unwearying perseverance of the man, who all at 
once formed, and as suddenly executed, the pur- 
pose of becoming a missionary. It seems to me 
more congruous to suppose, that an undertaking of 
so momentous a nature, and involving consequences 
so incalculably serious, both^o the individual him- 



35 

self, and all who may be in any manner connected 
with him, has been the subject of long, and 
anxious, and prayerful consideration : that it 
has been revolved again and again ; that it has 
stirred up a '' multitude of thoughts " in the breast 
of the young Christian, uncertain as to his call, 
diffident of his qualifications, fearful of mistaking 
inclination for a sense of duty, mortified by the 
consciousness of inadequate impression ; and yet 
habitually contemplating the work with deep 
solemnity of spirit, at last opening his mind to 
christian friends; meeting both with discourage- 
ment and support, but still growing in his desire* 
for the office of an evangelist; decidedly pre- 
ferring it before all others, feeling more powerfully 
the impulse of holy motives, more steadily resisting 

* '* If a man desire the office of a bishop, be desireth a 
good work," 1 Thn. iii. 1. The word d*wr€ occors twice 
here ; bat it is not the same word in the Greek in both 
cases. The first is the word opcycrai, which signi^s to 
stretch ont the hand towards a thing, hence, metaphorically 
to d^mt earnestly f to express eagerness to obtain. It is the 
same word nsed I Tim. vi. 10. *' The love of money is the 
root of all evil, which, while some coveted qfter," &c. Like 
the miser's passion for money, should the man of Ood 
desire — covet not the wages, but the work of the ministry. 
The other word £7ri6v/i£i, has a similar meaning. See Luke 
xxii. 15. Acts XX. 33. Rom. vii. 7. and xiii. 9. where it is 
translated covet. In other places, it is used to express the 
desire of food which a hungry man feels, as in Luke xv. 16, 
xvi. Sl,&c. 



the suggestions of the fleeh, and all temptations 
that would either allure him to a life of more 
honour, or less self-denial : — but his purpose still 
acquiring more stability amidst the agitation of 
conflicting views and interests; till the voice of 
Providence evidently concurs with the written 
commandment, urging him to go forth to the help of 
the Lord. lliuB far all is a« it should be ; and if 
the inquiry as to talent, &c. be equally sBtisfactory, 
it will be the duty of friends and connections to 
join in bidding him God speed, and help him tot- 
ward in the name of the Lord. 

I must break off for the present, hoping to be 
able soon to resume the subject. 

I am, &c. 
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LETTER IV. 



THE SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED. 



My dear Friend, 
An opinion has been very generally taken up, 
that missionaries to the heathen need not to be 
more than men of very ordinary talents : that a 
man ^f warm piety, though not distinguished above 
the common run of every day characters, either by 
depth or acuteness of understanding, but a man of 
plain sense and moderate intelligence, is fully com- 
petent to fill the station of a christian missionary, 
except, perhaps at a few places among Pagans 
or Mahomedans of a more refined and intellectual 
cast. There, it is admitted men of greater ability 
are requisite. This contracted and most false and 
hurtful notion of the subject is less prevalent now, 
I believe, than it was fifteen or twenty years ago ; 
but it is still retained by many. Even to this day, 
in certain circles, it is not uncommon to hear such 
a remark as this: " Such an one has not talent 
enough for the ministry at home, but he may do 
for a missionary ;" or, " What a pity that a young 



38 

man of fine abilities like Mr. Such-a-one^ should 
Dot stay at home, but throw himself away by be- 
coming a missionary ! 

This subject ought to have a candid consider- 
ation. If the opinion or impression on the public 
mind, respecting the sort of men that should* be- 
come missionaries, be erroneous, it must be highly 
injurious, not merely to the individuals who have 
entered the missionary field, and those who may 
yet follow them, but to the cause at large. It 
tends to lower the character of all the operations 
connected with the evangelization of the world — 
makes it almost disreputable to have any immediate 
connection with the agents employed in conduct- 
ing these operations, and by a natural consequence 
diminishes the interest that is taken in all that is 
done, and all that may yet be aqcomplished by 
such instruments. I trust I may " magnify my 
office,'^ (not supposing it comparable however with 
that of him whose words I quote,) — I say, I trust 
I may *' magnify my office" without the impu- 
tation of pride or vain glory. But if in regard 
to the sacrifices it requires — the duties it involves — 
the responsibility that attaches to it — the object it 
aims at — the effects it may produce — the mission- 
ary service is not inferior to the minbterial, why 
should it be more lightly esteemed ? 

I admit that, in some missionary settlements, 
there are inferior departments which may be filled 
most usefully by persons of mediocrity, both as to 



30 

talent and attainment, proyided there be men of 
a more able description to fill the higher depart- 
ments. For instance, a man of ordinary capa- 
city may occupy the situation of schoolmaster : * 
he may give instruction in the common branches of 
education ; he may catechize children and even 
adults, and may do much valuable service to the 
cause in his limited sphere ; leaving to others of 
greater energy of mind, and of higher acquire- 
ments, to direct the general affairs of the mission — 
to engage in translating — in preparing elementary 
books of instruction — in studying the religious 
system of the people — in convincing and instruct- 
ing gainsayers among the heathen — pointing out 
their absurdities —refuting their arguments-*prov- 
ing the futility of their objections to Christianity — 
bringing the facts, doctrines, &c. of revelation to 
bear upon the hearts of the people — and adapting 
all these to their peculiar character and circum- 
stances. Without ascribing to human agency 
more than belongs to it, no one hesitates to assign 
a high value to the talents and learning of a 
minister at home, which render his ministry accept- 

* Bnt query, May not schoolmasters and all snch inferior 
labourers in a mission be found among the natives ? The 
employment of native catechists is recommended, not 
merely on the ground of their being equally able to do sach 
duties ; but because the expense of employing such is 
incomparably less, and they can be found in much greater 
numbers, than christian teachers sent from another country. 



40 

able and effective. Will the weight of character and 
the power of mind displayed by a missionary be 
less felt in his sphere ? Has he not full scope for 
all his powers ? And is not the exercise of them 
required in a missionary field as much as ia a 
diristian congregation,? Should a missionary of 
the first abilities, stationed among some of the most 
degraded of the species, represent his sphere as too 
limited for the exercise of his talents, I should 
entertain a very mean opinion of his judgment, to 
say nothing of his humility and modesty. I can- 
not well conceive of any field of missionary exer- 
tion where high intellectual powers inay not have 
the finest and most useful display — and indeed 
many of the duties of a missionary are such, thai 
none but persons of superior understanding and of 
cultivated minds are qualified for the proper dia- 
charge of them. To present thb in another point 
of view, be it observed, that it b the property of 
a vigorous mind to accomplish' with ease, and in a 
short time, what a mind of inferior power cannot 
perform but at the expense of much time and 
severe labour. In the acquisition of languages— 
in plans for the amelioration of the people — in 
acquiring influence over them — managing and 
moulding them — and many other branches of mis- 
sionary work, a man of quick perceptions and 
energetic character does more in the course of a 
few years, than weaker men could in a long life- 
time. Now, is this a matter of no consequence ? 
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Is the quantum of effect which may be produced 
in a given time not worth consideration in the ap- 
pointment of men to this service, although the 
life of man is so short, and the work so great, and 
the labourers so few, and delay so much to be 
deprecated ? 

There is one specious argument in favour of the 
erroneous notion I am attempting to expose :— 
namely, That the mind of a heathen unenlightened 
by revelation, into whose understanding science or 
philosophy never shot a single ray, but beclouded 
and bewildered by his gloomy mythology, whose 
very light is darkness, must be so weak, that a 
christian of the most ordinary capacity will prove 
more than a match for him. This is quite mis* 
taking the matter. The christian, it is true, has 
greatly the advantage of the other in the pos- 
session of the knowledge of revelation which he 
firmly believes, and which has enlightened him on 
a multitude of topics that are altogether unknown 
to the heathen. But there is a natural force of 
mind, a power of reasoning, and examining, and 
objecting, often discovered by mere savages, which 
would quite confound the theorists who attribute 
to them only ignorance and stupidity. There are 
doubtless minds of the highest order among ail 
races of men, and perhaps there b no good ground 
to conclude that such specimens of genius are more 
rare in savage than in civilized countries. In the 
latter every advantage is enjoyed for bringing "^"^ 
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and improying the faculties ; but in the former, in 
spite of all that tends to stint and repress them, 
there are minds that burst through every obstacle, 
and expand and shine in all their native light and 
majesty. The missionary often comes into contact 
with such. In discourse with them, he hears them 
start objections, bring forward arguments, require 
explanations, and defend their own opinions in a 
manner that will gravel tlie most experienced 
dialectician. How can a teacher of shallow un- 
derstanding, and mean reasoning faculties, stand 
before such a man? Assuredly, if he does not 
feel his own inferiority, the savage will perceive 
it ; and it is easy for him to transfer his contempt 
of such a missionary to the cause he advocates, 
and become confirmed in his errors because his 
antagonist could not refute them. No one -mil 
say, surely, that a missionary ought to avoid such 
discussions. To do so would be construed as a 
confession of his own weakness, or the weakness 
of his cause. The apostle Paul exhorts to avoid 
foolish and untaught questions, &c. agitated merely 
out of a contentious spirit, or concerning subjects 
not revealed, or beyond the reach of the human 
faculties* But a missionary must distinguish be- 
tween cases of this kind and the reasonings of a 
heathen, desiring nothing but a fair discussion 
of his views. When a man '* opposes" in this 
spirit, the missionary's duty is '* in meekness to 
instruct him" — if God peradventure will give 
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him repentance to the acknowledgment of the 
truth." 

I am not making overstrained representations on 
this subject. I appeal to the experience of every 
missionary, if he has not at times been placed in 
situations which made him feel most keenly his 
deficiencies, both perhaps in respect of natural 
endowments and acquired knowledge; and few 
I think who know the work practically will 
refuse to own that, as to themselves, with far 
higher powers, and more extensive learning, they 
might find scope for the employment of all in 
the course of their ministry among a heathen 
people in a state of utter barbarism. 

But some one may ask of what use is Latin, 
Greek, and Hebrew, philosophy, and science 
to a missionary among a horde of savages ? What 
is he the better for being an adept in mathe- 
matics or astronomy, for being a skilful chemist 
or botanist? ''An ounce of grace is worth a cart 
load of Greek, " say some. When I have heard 
such remarks — betraying so much ignorance and 
so great love for it, I have been tempted to treat 
them with silent contempt; but as this specious 
way of representing the matter may have led some 
honest but ill-informed minds to contract a pre- 
judice against learning in missionaries as altogether 
useless, if not positively hurtful, I shall endeavour 
to form a very short and plain answer. First, 
As to the learned languages. — Missionaries may 
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have to act the part of translators of the word of 
God. They should be able to do it from the ori- 
giuab. And even should the task of translating 
not be required of them, the capacity of rea«ling 
the books of inspiration in the languages in which 
they were written, is a qualification which none 
will despise or think of small value, but those 
who themselves are destitute of it. Second, As to 
philosophy, science, and art ; the right use of them 
is to enable a man to read and explain the volume 
of creation. They hold the same relation to the 
works of God, that the knowledge of languages 
does to his word. The innumerable lines of wis- 
dom, goodness, power, and majesty written 
on every leaf of the great volume of the uni- 
verse of God, cannot be perused and understood 
to full advantage, without an acquaintance with 
the facts and discoveries in every department of 
science. " Knowledge is power " — and as we 
take it for granted that the missionary is not dis- 
posed to abuse his power, but to employ it to the 
" profit of many that they may be saved" — he can- 
not have too much knowledge. All things are 
not equally important to be known ; but there are 
few branches of knowledge which may not be of 
use at one time or another — the missionary, I 
repeat it, cannot know too much, 

I proposed, when I began this letter, to treat 
of the talents and learning requisite for mission- 
aries, but did not foresee that so much was to be 
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said in removing objections before coming directly 
to die point I shall be more brief now, because 
from the incidental remarks already thrown out, 
you may gather what are my ideas of the intel- 
lectual qualifications, which, with other gifts and 
graces, render an individual eligible to the office 
of a missionary. 

A facility of acquiring languages is commonly 
and justly reckoned a valuable missionary talent. 
This is too obvious to require any illustration. A 
missionary, in a great measure destitute of it, may 
indeed, in certain situations, prove a very useful 
member of a mission. The possession of other 
gifts, in an eminent degree, may almost compen- 
sate for the want of this ; but, generally speaking, 
one who possesses this quickness in the acquisition 
of languages, promises to be the more useful mis- 
sionary. He can sooner, and with more effect, 
have direct intercourse with the people — can 
sooner engage in translating, or in original com- 
position — preparing elementary books, tracts, &c. 
But one who has only a small portion of the gift 
in question, is not merely late in acquiring, he 
rarely acquires a foreign language to any per- 
fection. 

Whether a young man actually possesses this 
facility may be easily ascertained; but many, I 
think, acquire the character without deserving it. 
A young man of intense application, by mere 



dint of long and serere study, gains periia|M h 
tolerable acquaiatance with Latin and Gte^; — 
he iM ab]e to make a reapectable figure m a claanc. 
and with many he gains the reputation of barii^ a 
great turn for languages. But all that ought to be 
said of him u, that he is able, after a season of 
severe and perhaps unacknowledged toil, to mas- 
ter the difficulties of a language — and this is saying 
a great deal. The acquisition of a language, eren 
to a man of the quickest talents, is only the reward, 
(whattiver same may pretend,) of hard, persevering, 
close study. It is well known that this talent 
ii oni! of the first a man loses as he advances in 
yitars. As the memory, upon which it essentially 
dnpenils, is the first of our faculties that ar- 
rives at maturity, and is often exercised in all 
its vigour, before there be any ripeness of judg- 
ment, so it is the first that begins to decay. Few 
retain, even to middle t^e, the ability to acquire 
a new langu^e, unless they have been habituated 
to such studies from their youth. In this case 
the faculty is longer retained, for the constant 
exercise of the memory both greatly improves it 
and preserves it in full vigour, sometimes to a late 
period of life. I therefore fully agree in opinion 
with Dr. C. who once observed to me, in con- 
virsiiiinii upuN this very subject, that, considenng 
tlii^ inipurtaiice of a facility of acquiring foreign 
'^ to a missionary, and the early decay 
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of this talent, a yottng man of twenty was 
preferable to another of twenty-five (ceterU pari- 
bus) for the missionary work. 

A clear and vigorous understanding — a sound 
j udgment — an active and energetic mind . These are 
of prime importance to a missionary. Placed in 
circumstances where he must often be called to 
determine for himself, or to consult with his brethren 
in matters of the first moment to the interests of their 
mission, the possession of a calm and discerning judg- 
ment is peculiarly requisite. A man who is too hasty 
or too shallow to deliberate and compare, and 
take a clear and comprehensive view of things 
in cases of difficulty, will, if alone, be often in 
danger of taking the most fatal steps ; and acting 
with equal want of wisdom in other cases, may 
commit as egregious mistakes in taking no steps at 
all. It is the part of a sound mind to inform a 
man both what to do and whai to refrain from 
doing ; and to determine the time and manner of 
doing things, is of as much consequence as to 
ascertain the propriety of the thing itself. But 
it is not merely in. a few great transactions that the 
exercise of judgment is required. The daily oc- 
currences of life, and especially of a missionary life, 
present innumerable occasions for the exercise of a 
clear, prompt, enlightened,well-regulated mind. In- 
tercourse with persons of all ranks and characters— 
the management of secular affairs — the direction 
and superintendance of servants and converts — 
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of the family establishment — of the missionary 
settlement — perhaps of the whole community. If 
a strong mind is not brought to the performance 
of such duties, the missionary will often expose 
the cause to danger and loss, and himself to 
contempt. 

Prudence and circumspection are likewise valu- 
able qualifications. Prudence is wisdom applied 
to practice. The possession of this quality enables 
a man to apply his knowledge in a wise and con- 
siderate manner. A man greatly deficient in pru- 
dence is a most dangerous member of a missionary 
settleiiient. A rash unadvised act, one impru- 
dent word, may occasion the most serious mischiefs 
to a cause perhaps in its infancy — opposed by all 
the wickedness of the place, assailed by the tongue 
of slander, watched by the eye of malice, and every 
advantage ready to be taken of the smallest im- 
propriety of speech or behaviour of the individuals 
who belong to it. 

Besides, in the general prosecution of the Work 
of evangelizing the people, there is continual 
occasion for the exercise of this virtue. It was 
when our Lord sent out the disciples to preach, 
and with immediate reference to the fulfilment of 
their commission, that he charged them to he 
*' wise as serpents and harmless as doves." This 
precept is dictated by the highest wisdom ; and 
nothing, humanly speaking, is more essential to the 
success of missionary undertakings, than that the 
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execution of them be entrusted to wise and pru- 
dent men. Without prudence, the most fervent 
love, and the purest motives, and the best gifts, 
would be insufficient for the attainment of their 
object ; and the greatest zeal, without wisdom to 
conduct it, would but enable its possessor to 
do the more extensive mischief. Think for a 
moment what a work is entrusted to missionaries ; 
and if they be men deficient in wisdom and pru- 
dence, imagine what, must be the consequence. 
They aim at nothing less than changing the moral 
face of the world. When they establish them- 
selves in a heathen country, they set themselves to 
' subvert the established belief of the people on the 
' most important of all subjects — they give the lie 
to the gods the people worship,, and to their sages 
who taught them to do so-^hey lay the axe to 
their most deeply-rooted prejudices, oppose their 
'^^'"^ favourite dogmas and ancient customs — pouring 
^^'^'^ contempt on their most venerated institutions, and 
drawing down infamy on their priesthood, and 
t^'^ruin on their craft — and all to introduce a new, 
^''"a foreign religion ! Here is a task— and what 
e- ^'sort of men ought to attempt it ? Whoever is qua- 
t^Flified, an imprudent man is, prima facie, unfit. 
]lfib« 'Sot that the wisest are sufficient to think any 
leis ''thing as of themselves ;" but if there is to be the 
ei-^ idaptation of means to the end, let them be wise 
doni< 13 well as good and zealous men who go forth as 
nti^^nissionaries. 
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I should now pass on to another point of great 
moment to be attended to in judging of the suitable- 
ness of a young man proposing to become a mis- 
sionary — I mean temper. But in another letter, 
I have so fully entered into the subject, wfaeo 
speaking of the cultivation of right feelings and 
dispositions among the members of a misBionaiy 
establishmfflt, that 1 need say little more here. 
It is proper to observe, however, that a good 
temper, and kind respectful and conciliating de- 
meanour, are not hnportaoit in rrferenoe mere^ 
to the missionary's individual conifort, and the 
peace and cordiality of the femily circle ; it ei 
tends to all his multiplied relations as a member 
of society, and especially as a missionary amou 
a heathen people. Instead of descanting upoB 
diis, however, I would merely suggest that 
<< the meekness and gentleness of Christ/' the 
great exemplar of all his followers, and especially 
of them who ''bear his name to the Gentiles, 
should be brightly displayed in their characters. 
Meek — patient— gentle to all men — loving peace-' 
not self-willed — ^not soon angry — bearing tiie 
infirmities of the weak — these are among th< 
pmmineBl features of the beautiful portrait of tb^ 
man of God as ricetohed by the pen of inspiration 
It is required of a bishop, that he be one thai 
ruleth well his own house. This surely impii^ 
that he is able to govern his own temper; ior, >' 
a man has not his own passions under due control 
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bow can he '< baye his children in subjection with 
all gravity ;" — and if he l^now not how to rule 
bis own bouse, how shall he take care of the 
chttrcb of Qod ? " 

Candour and condescension, sympathy and 

anaable concern for the good of all around hinny 

should mark hia whole deportment* Thus, he will 

gain .his way to ihe hearts of his people ; or, if 

they return evil for his good, and hatred for his 

loye, he wUl not need to reproach himself for 

negle^^ing the means of attaching them to him by 

affection* The uniform language of bis behanoof 

should be, " I will very gladly spend and be 

spent for you, though the more abundantly I love 

you, the less I. be loved.'^ And should this un» 

worthy return be his actual experience, he will 

then be more conf<»med in character and suffering, 

not merely to the apostle of the Gentiles, but to 

that Saviour who bore a love to sinners beyond 

all parallel, and who was requited by hatred 

equally unexampled. 

I mention self •denial last; but it is. one of the 
first duties the missionary will have to put in 
practice* But how can it be ascertained before- 
hand tibtat an individual possesses it, or shall be 
able to exercise it, to the extent required of him ? 
What is self-denial 7 It b not the being satisfied 
with mean fare and lodging, although it iijuplies 
temperance, and contentment with little. It is 
not merely cearing from favourite pursuits, for- 

d2 
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saking beloved society, and encofmtering perib 
and hardships. Self-denial refers to the st&te of 
the mind with respect to some one great object — 
some great commanding principle, for the sake of 
which object, and under the influence of which 
principle, all evils and all goods are alike 
scorned — or at least sufferings are patiently en- 
dured, and enjoyments willingly renounced. In 
the case of the christian missionary, the foun- 
dation of his self-denial, must, be laid in solemn 
and unreserved devotement of all to the accom- 
plishment of his work — a devotement he has made 
after .deliberately counting the cost. If he has 
done so, it is not this or that particular way in 
which he may be called to deny himself, that he 
has calculated upon and prepared for ; but, be it 
what it may, he cares not, for he counts all thing* 
but '' loss for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Jesus Christ his Lord, by which the world is cru- 
cified to him, and he • to the world." He has 
taken up his cross at the command of Christ — 
he has heard him say, *< If any man will come after 
me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross 
and follow me." This was the self-'denial of the 
primitive disciples. In this spirit went forth the 
apostles and first preachers of the word, clothed in 
their panoply of celestial brightness, andjet with all 
the *^ majesty of meekness'''—'^ gi^ng no offence in 
any thing, that the ministry might not be blamed, but 
in all things approving themselves as the ministers 
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of 6od> ill much patience, in afflictions, in neces- 
sities, in distresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, hi 
tumults, in labours, in watchings, in £Eusrtings;.by 
pureness, by knowledge, by long-suffering, by 
kindness, by a. holy spirit, by Ibye unfeigned, by 
the word of truth, by the power of God, by the 
armour of righteousness, on the right hand and on 
the left; by honour and dishonour, by eril report 
and good report; as deceivers and yet true; as 
unknown and yet well known ; as dying, and 
i>ehold they lived ; as chastened^ and not killed ; 
as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing ; as poor, yet 
making many rich ; as haying nothings and yet 
possessing all things.'^ Modem missionaries 
must possess a measure of the spirit of those holy 
men — ^and, as they did> rejoice that if they suffer 
with Christy they shall also be glorified together 
with him. 

The self-denial of a missionary, then, is self- 
renunciation. Henceforth his own enjoyment — 
honour — profit, unconnected witii the advance- 
ment of the cause he has espoused, are not to be 
the end of any one acdon. All his thoughts 
and all his deeds must be bent towards the accom- 
plishment of his ministry. That this crosses his 
private interests — opposes his private inclinations — 
defeats his private ends-^inereases his private suf- 
ferings, blasts all his worldly hopes — must iiot be 
allowed to move him from the direct course duty 
commands him to pursue. And he does and 
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suffers aU wOIm^^— <' For Christ?' is his wftfdh 
word> aad hi» motto is» ** For iuo to live is Ckrist, 
and to die Jb giain." 

This ^ay seeni a hard 6lt]Fiiig'» but *^ he tint b 
able to receive it let hii0 receive it." 

I hare atteiupted then lio give a sHg^ sketch of 
what I eoDA^eive a nussionary should be^ intellec- 
tually a&d ukorallyy: by nature, by education, and 
by graoe. If you think I have raised the standard 
too high, and that the tidoptioiiof it wouM keep 
many \vho nlight prove useful labourers out of tlw 
field, I pray you to think again, and refleet 
whether the lower standard hiiherto applied to 
missionary candidates, iitiay not have kept back 
some individuals of the first rank as to learning and 
talents, who were given to imdefiltaad, that su- 
periOT learning was rather a disqualification than 
a recommendation, would raise them too much 
above their fellow missionaries, or teinpt them to 
neglect their work for the sake of literary or 
scientific pursuits. Be that as it may, I am per- 
suaded that were it generaUjr understood that mis* 
sionaries ought to be superior men in every sense 
of the wotd, and were the impession 6n the public 
mind respecting them, consequently raised to what 
it ought to be, the missionary cause would find 
more able supporters athome,^andmote able agents 
to conduct its openitions abroadL 

As a corollary to what I have said on this 
subject, I will just add, as my own conviction, 
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\rithottt going into the argument, that the or- 
dinary term allowed young men for preparatory 
studies might, in most cases, be doubled vniki advan- 
tage to all concerned. A longer season devoted to 
preparation I think advisable, not merely that 
missionaries mig^t be sent out better furnished 
with human learning, and jinth greater stores of 
general knowledge, but that they might have more 
time to prepare their hearts for the work, and 
have all those feelings, and views, and impressions 
of their great undertaking, which they should be 
taught to cherish, more deepened and matured. — 
While their tutors and patrons would have better 
means of getting an intimate knowledge of the 
men they have taken under their care, be bettf^r 
able to direct them in their studies, and be at 
last qualified with more judgment to arrange the 
appointment of these young misaonaries to fields 
of labour suited to their peculiar talents and 
characters. 

I am, Stt, 
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Hy dear Fiieady 
Ix pmsnuMe of the sdliject ci fonner letters I 
Iwre wrar tf> smInkiI to ym a few more thou^te 
Ai«t lMiT9 Qccwied Oft takng a pncticftl Tiew ■ of 



NksioMms, aworiated togeAer m the honour- 
aide ud aidaovs work of evaagjeliziiig the heathen, 
hare a slioag, a sacred boad of anion ; and this 
bond* it ndght be sa|^oaed, ooald in no case be in 
danger of b^n§ broken. Those who have made accu- 
rate ohserratioos on hmnan natnre.howeTer, will not 
find it dxBcuIt to bdioTe ^at even missionaries may 
** fall out by the way ;" and that much wisdom and 
frace are necessary to preserre, in aU its int^rity 
and beauty, the golden chain of love which consti- 
tutes a nussionaiy bond. That there have been and 
are so many edifying instances of this cordial union 
and co-operation, is not to be regarded as matter of 
course, but to be ascribed to the influence of that 
elevated christian principle^ and that spirit of conse- 
cration to the advancement of the common cause. 
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irhich make those wlio occupy the same field of 
labour smother every germ of dissension, and have 
taught each to look, not upon his own things but 
the things of others 

When a nambei of individuals are brought to- 
gether, previously unacquainted with each other ;' 
perhaps natives of different countries, (tf differeikt 
tastes, habits, and natural tempers; and differ- 
ing not less it may be in point of learning and 
talent ; do not these diversities form so many points 
of resistance to a close and cordial union ? They 
have now to act together in a great and respon- 
sible work, in which each has an undoubted right 
to judge for himself. It will therefore soon be dis- 
covered that there is among them in many things, 
a difference of judgment. Some surpass others in 
natural and acquired endowments — ^some will be 
more active and forward, others more passive and 
yielding — ^some foiid of study, others more inclined 
to business and bustle — some with a talent for 
managing, &nd others ever jealous of their brea- 
ther's superiority. It is more than can be expected 
that in all thiijgs they should<.Uunk alike. The same 
subject wiU appear in very different lights to dif- 
ferent minds ; and now is discovered the difficulty 
of aeling/ in harmonious oneness of spirit. Even 
supposing passion and selfishness to have no place 
among them, how can they possibly avoid occa- 
sions of offence ? Pursue what plan they may, 
they must sometimes act in opposition to the views 
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and impressions of duty of some tndiridual of their 
number. Not to mention peculiarities of natural 
disposition found in some of the best of men, wliid 
render it impossible for others to live and act 
with them^ but on the terms of submitting to en- 
dure much from them^ and habitually exercising 
forbearance towards them. To maintain all the 
warmth and cordiality of christian feeling towards 
one another, among the members of a society 
so constituted, requires no small share of graoe. 
The peculiarity of their situation greatly increases 
the difficulty. Nothing in a christian country is 
exactly parallel to it. At home, ministers and 
private christians, When they combine their ener- 
gies for the promotion of any common object, can 
select such individuals as possess congenial minds, 
and all other requisites for harmonious co-opera- 
tion. Thus similarity of taste and temper attract 
men to each other, and they lend mutual assist- 
ance, and mutually contribute to each other's plea- 
sure and progress in their various objects of pur- 
suit. And when in any case such societies of men, 
or any individual connected with th^n, may find 
it difficult, or uncomfortable, or unprofitable, to 
continue together, the fraternity breaks up, or 
the individual withdrawa But not so miasion- 
aries. They have no power of choosing. One 
grand object, it is true, has drawn them together ; 
but be the object of human pursuit what it may, 
there must be accordances of character in other 
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pointSy as well Z9 the main one, in order to their 
faopef ally and harmoniouflly working together; and 
of such accordanoea there may be a deficiency in 
a band of misnonaries brooff^t together, we wonid 
not say accidentally, but with little or no regard 
to the fittug of one character to anoth^ , so as to 
form a .compact heart-oemenied body. Now in 
the pOsfflUe case of the members of a missionary 
settlement, proring by experience that they are ill 
assorted together, they cannot, like a religious 
or literary association at home, dissolve their con* 
oection with each other at pleasure, or at any 
rate, with little lots to themselves or others; — 
they cannot break up and remodel the establish- 
ment with more congenial materials. They cannot 
separate ; scarcely can an individual even withdraw, 
without involving the mission in confusion, per* 
haps occasioning its utter ruin, and ezpo^ng the 
sacred cause with which they are identified to 
irreparable injury. 

There is then no situation in which christians 
can possibly be placed^ where they stand more in 
need of being imbued with the spirit of the apos- 
tolical exhortation, '^ to be of the same mind oae 
towards an6ther---to esteem each other hi^Iy in 
love for their work's sake, and to be at peace 
among themselves." And perhaps there are few 
situations where the maintenance of this spirit is 
more difficult dian when, unfortunately, difference 
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of judgment, in matters of duty, and contrariety 
of diiqposition and habits in common life, exist in a 
missionary settlement. But if :the duty be diffi- 
cult, the motives to the exercise of forbearance, 
forgiveness, and love, are, in the case of mission- 
aries, very strong. They have their hearts and 
hands engaged in the work oi the Lord. Xhey 
have vowed the consecration of their all to it ; 
and to merge every interest and every feeling* in 
the one grand design of promoting the kingdom of 
their Saviour among men. They are, or ought to 
be, so absorbed by tiiis, as to leave no room 
for reflection upon thmr personal interests; 
habitually reckoning themselves nothing; and 
contented to be accounted nothing by others. 
Possessed of this spirit , a missionary will bear 
and forbear much ; but if destitute of it, his own 
comfort, and that of hb associates, will be per- 
petually marred. In the course of the daily in- 
tercourse of the brethren, much will occur to try 
the power and patience of faith. If that inter- 
course be conducted in the spirit of love, sweetened 
by aniiable and christian condescension — '< in 
hoAjOur preferring one another," they will truly be 
fellow-helpers. But if they give way to their 
own spirit, and suffer unholy feelings to embitter 
their necessary and unavoidable intercourse, the 
great end of their being associated together, so hr 
as mutual assistance and; comfort are concerned, 
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is defeated — and their liying together is rendered 
the more irksome, because they know they cannot 
separate, except perhaps at an expense to the 
cause they haye espoused, which they may not 
think it their duty to incur. 

I have dwelt more particularly upon these re- 
presentations of the subject, in order to g;iye the 
greater emphasis to the cautions and warnings 
I would address to intended missionaries, as to the 
spirit they must prepare to cultivate towards the 
brethren with whom* in the course of providence, 
they may be associated — ^bretluren not of their own 
selection — and it may be, not such as they would 
choose as their favourite companions and friends. 
They may be men who possess few qualities in 
common with themselves, with the exception of 
the fundamental ones of piety towards God and 
zeal for his glory, devotion to the missionary 
cause, and the possession of one or two t^ents 
which they desire to employ in tiie service of 
their Lord and Master among the heathen. But 
these qualities,* common to all, should be considered 
by each as sufficient to bind his heart tci his bre- 
thren, and teach him to overlook the peculiarities 
which may accompany these primary graces and 
gifts — to bear with and forgive the tastes and 
habits, the likings and aversions as to indifferent 
things, with which he can have no sympathy — 
remembering that his own peculiarities require 
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tended. Let this resolution be that of all 
missionaries. Let them never take offence at the 
treatment they meet with from friends or foes. 
The deposition lo take offence where none is in- 
tended, is despicable and hurtful in the extreme 
to all parties. Where the conduct of any one is 
such, that we have reason to believe he had the 
design and wish to hurt us ; let us disappoint him 
by still resolving not to be offended. Let . us 
overcome evil with good, and heap coals of fire 
upon the heads of our cruel enemies or unkind 
friends ; and who can tell but this» by the blessing 
of God, may melt and soften them, clumge their 
enmity into love, and their intended injury into 
a real blessing, both to us and to themselves. 

Let it not be thought from the strain of these 
remarks, that missionary stations present nothing 
but internal dissension, alienation of affection, and 
mutual dissatisfaction among the members ; or diat 
they hang together and keep up a show of affec- 
tion, interchanging heartless civilities, and sub- 
mitting to a constrained and unay<Ndable inter- 
course as if they were cordially united, while there 
is at bottom nothing but coldness and indifference. 
No ! I am persuaded that, so far from Ihat being 
the case, there is in most of the existing missions 
the most happy cordiality, and the best mutual 
confidence and friendship in exercise among the 
missionary families. But this by no means dis- 
proves the justice of the above remarks^ The 
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fact that peace and love reign in missionary settle- 
ments, rather argues, that those devoted men have 
so fully entered into the spirit of their work, and 
that graee has so cAounded towards them, that 
they have been enabled to overcome their peculiar 
temptations; and so to triumph over the disadvan- 
tages of their outward circumstances, that every 
evil passion, and every unchristian feeling are laid 
to rest ; that in their social capacity all bitterness 
and clamour and evil speaking and evU thinking^ 
are consumed in the celestial flame of love. ** Love 
suffereth long. and is kind ; love envieth not ; love 
vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, doth not 
behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is 
not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; rejoiceth 
not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth ; beareth 
all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, 
endureth all things.'' This is the oil that makes 
all the parts of the moral machine move smoothly, 
and perform its work without noise and without 
weariness, to the glory of God and the good of men. 
I think it very desirable, on many accounts, 
that these things were generally known and at- 
tended to. Young men' preparing for the work, 
or having their minds inclined towards it, would, 
if the real state of matters were honestly and 
without concealment laid before them, be better 
able to judge what they had to expect, and how 
they ought to prepare themselves for the work in 
every view of it. 
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The friends of stick yoxmg men, if aws^e of the 
importanee of misMonaories being men of sober 
minds/ and of theur being capable of becoming all 
things to aU men (not to the heathen merely for 
•their conyersion, but to all men), to their brethren 
also for their mutual help and comfort ; — I say if 
the friendis of missionary candidates were aware of 
all this, they could in many cases better decide 
whether from their knowledge of the character of 
an indiyidnal as to temper, prudence, candour, &c, 
they ought to encourage him to go forward ; and 
in every case they might be able to suggest hists, 
and inculcate the importance of attention to tbe 
'* smaller morals/' in the probable scene of his 
future activity* A judicious minister, or other chris- 
tian friend, might in this way be rendering a most 
essential service to the individuals whose minds they 
thus enlighten as to an important class of duties, 
and perhaps instmmentally prevent scenes of dis- 
cord, disaffection, and confusion at a future day. 
I conclude this letter with one word more : — If 
these things were generally known and considered, 
the people of G od would pray more feelingly for 
all missionaries, that ** the Lord of peace him- 
self would give them peace always by all means/' 

I am, yours &c. 

• " Young men likewise exhort to be sober minded," 
((Tdi^poveai) to have the due government of the mind; 
to have the passions in due subjection to judgment— to 
reason enlightened by religion. 



LETTER VL 

'tHK OFFICE OF THE MISSIONARY COMPARED 
WITH THE MINISTRY AT HOME. 



My dear Friend, 
Comparisons, it is said, are invidioim; but, as 
the christian-woild'laoitly makes oomparisons, forms 
its own divisions, and acts accordingly, it cannot 
be unfair to bring such things under review. If 
tbere is reason, to suiqpect that in any one instance 
popular opinion rests upon insufficient grounds — 
that the things compared, and concerning which 
a judgment is formed, are seen through a medium 
that distorts their proportions, and imparts to them 
a shade and colour which do not belong to them ; 
the interests of truth require an exposure of the 
deception, and an exhibition of the things as they 
are. 

Comparisons have been, and will be, made be- 
tween the ministerial ot pastoral, and missionary 
offices ; but if this be done in the way of exalting 
one against another, there is utterly a fault among 
them who do so. There ought to be no strife 
which of them should be accounted the greater. 
Pastors at home, and missionaries abroad, are 
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** brethren" — servants of the same Master, em- 
ployed in essentially the same service, although very 
different spheres of exertion are assigned to them. 
The offices have many things; in common, although 
each calls for the exercise of appropriate gifts; 
and the reward of every faithful servant of Christ, 
whatever may have been his station in the church, 
will be the crown of glory that fadeth not away. 
If those crowns, like the stars, differ in glory, the 
brightest will not be given to those who have been 
greatest in their own eyes, but to those ;who have 
most humbly, most faithfully, and most devotedly 
served their Lord in the work allotted diem. 

It. is therefore to be regretted, that there exists 
so strong a prejudice with many against the mia^ 
sionary character, and that there is such a ten- 
dency to depreciate evangelical labours in a hea- 
then, below similar labours in a chrbtian country. 
But on the other hand, far be it from me to sanc- 
tion an error, not less unjustifiable than the one 
against which these remarks are pointed ; — the 
error of exalting the missionary at the expense 
of the stated minister of a christian congregation 
at home. Some ministers eminent, for learning, 
piety, and abundant labour, are in the habit (it 
must be supposed from real humility) of e^^tolling 
the man who becomes a .missionary above all due 
bounds ;-^ they speai^ o^ shrinking from the com- 
parison with men of such fortitude, zeal, &c. 
They almost rank some living missionaries with 
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apostles, and deceased missionaries with mar- 
tyrs. Now, however graceful and humble all this 
may sound from the lips of a minister eminent for 
his gifts, and perhaps venerable for his age, it 
seems to me to be an infringement of the rule to 
think and speak soberly both of ourselves and 
others, according as God hath dealt to every man 
the measure of faith. i 

Let it not be thought, then, from the remarks 
that follow, that I wish to raise the missionary 
above his fellow-labourer^ in the gospel at home. 
My object is simply to state some of the difliculties 
the missionary has to contend with — difficulties 
which are peculiar to him; and, if felt at all, 
felt but in an inferior degree .by a minister sur- 
rounded by a professing christian population. 

In the case of the missionary, there are diffi- 
culties arising from the peculiarity of his siUi* 
ation as a man and a foreigner. And there are 
other difficulties directly affecting his success, 
arising from the state of the materials he has to 
work upon. To begin with the first. 

. The epidemic malady of human nature is seen 
in the heathen world in all its inveteracy. It 
there rages with uncontrolled force, and seems to 
be beyond remedy, as it certainly is beyond the 
reach of any means of human devising for its cure. 
In countries where the influence of Christianity 
is fait, the symptoms of the malady are often 
greatly alleviated. It puts on a much less dis- 
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malignant a character as he would represent — 
that they have the means of cure in their own 
hand — that their own physicians know cheap and 
easy methods of preventing its bad effects, while 
hb are irksome in the extreme — such as they will 
never submit to^and that they, will rather die 
than use them. Interest and passion, and love of 
all that is evil, will combine to scout the pre- 
tended dealer ; and perhaps the diseased state of 
his own countrymen will be pointed at as proof 
of the inefficacyof his medicine, and the falsehood 
of all his pretensions. 

There are difficulties in the way of success 
arising from the moral state of the people. But 
they are not insuperable, because the gospel is 
mighty through God, to pull down the strong 
holds of Satan. Have we not seen that the 
strongest and proudest bulwarks, by sinners deemed 
impregnable, have fallen, down flat before the 
sound of the gospel, as did the walls of Jericho 
by means apparently as contemptible ? Even in 
circumstances deemed the most favourable, nothing 
less than the exertion of the same almighty power 
could effect the overthrow of Satan's empire in the 
soul ; and in the most unfavourable, nothing more 
is necessary. But the state of a people charac- 
terized by an universal degradation . of feeling, 
sentiment, and practice — exhibits the general dif- 
ficulty under a most discouraging aspect, and 
requires on the part of the men who would 
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attempt to raise them from their moral prostration 
to the level upon which Christianity places its dis- 
ciples, strong faith, and fervent zeal, and unwearied 
patience, and persevering diligence, and, as the 
life of all other duties, and the -sustainer of all 
other right dispositions — a spirit of prayer. ^ These 
qualities and graces are required in every minister, 
but missionaries should possess them in a sevenfold 
degree. 

To attempt a full illustration of the difficulties 
^f the missionary work would neither be a pleasing 
nor a profitable task. Many of the specific forms 
which the depravity of the heart assumes in heathen 
countries are local, and others are tem^porary — such 
as caste in India ; and contempt of all people but 
themselves, and of all customs but their own, in China. 
But pas»ng these, I shall just notice one or two 
things as specimens of the outworks which, in many 
parts of the heathen world, protect the empire of 
Satan, established there » from the threatened invasion 
of Christian missionaries. The political relations of 
pagan countries, the civil condition of the people, 
and the whole structure of society present so many 
points of resistance to every attempt to make an 
inroad upon them. Their religion, or if you Mrill, 
their superstition, and their civil polity, are in many 
instances so interwoven, that the one cannot be 
assailed without striking a blow at the other. The 
sovereigns and chiefs of many pagan nations are 
the spiritual as well as the civil heads of the com- 
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Biunity, and to interfere with the religion of the 
state is to touch their prerogatiTe. It is accord- 
ingly fomidy that where the king or the powers of 
the state are hostile to missionaries, they can do 
little or nothing. They can neither obtain a foot- 
ing in the country, nor if they did, would they be 
long able to maintain it. Witness in illustration 
of this the recent history of the Burman mission. 
It is therefore to be considered one of the favour- 
able signs of the present day, that the rulers of 
'several heathen countries to which missionaries 
have been sent, have given them a cordial welcome, 
and promised th^on continued countenance and sup- 
port. Whatever the immediate views or motives 
may be that lead to such conduct, we ought de- 
voutly to ascribe praise to God who holds the 
hearts of kings in his hands, for disposing them to 
give his servants liberty to enter their dominions. 
As the spiritual power vested in their hands ren- 
ders it next to hopeless to attempt the evangeliza- 
tion of their people without their sanction, so their 
favour is proportionably to be desired, and ought 
to be cultivated by all proper means. ** The king's 
favour is as dew upon the grass ;" and we ought to 
pray for it, and give thanks for it to Him who 
gives both the dew and the rain. 

I am tempted here to digress still further from 
the point in hand, in order to notice a silly outcry 
raised by a certain class of professors against the 
conductors of Bible and Missionary Societies^ They 
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are branded as spiritual parasites, because they 
seek and put a value on the patronage of princes 
and men in power, both at home and abroad, as if 
they were fawning upon the great from a mean 
ambition of being brought into notice, and of hay- 
ing their cause dignified by a sort of connexion 
with high sounding names. Were this the spirit of 
those societies, or these the only ends to be gained 
by such alUances, or were the smiles of kings and 
potentates to be purchased at the expence of prin- 
ciple, I should be one of the first to reprobate their 
conduct. But I think that not charity merely, but ' 
fact and experience, should by this time have ' 
taught those who are so ready to find fault, that 
more honourable and disinterested motives have 
operated both on the part of the seekers and the 
bestowers of royal and noble patronage 7 and that 
benefits, more unequivocal and substantial than the 
mere credit of a name^ have resulted from such per- 
sonages being induced to identify themselves with 
the best of causes : — a cause which cannot derive 
dignity from the faigheist of its promoters, but which 
exalts the humblest of its friends to the rank of a 
benefactor of the race. 

It is easy, however, to expect too much from men 
of high degree ; but this is a mistake which soon 
corrects itself; for, after all the aid the highest and 
most powerful upon earth can lend to the labours 
of missionaries, the great and radical difiBculties of 
the work rem&in behind. Kings themselves can 
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do nothing more than remoTe the obstacles in limine^ 
To this their power may extend ; farther it cannot; 
go : and if their influence in any case be exerted is 
favour of the cause of God, it becomes its friends 
thankfully and wisely to avail themselves of it, 
giving God the praise. 

The heathen priesthood is an army in battle array 
with Satan at their head, ready to obstruct, at 
every step, the progress of the servants of the Prince 
of Peace. The influence the minions of the popu- 
lar superstition exercise over all classes of the 
conununity makes them formidable in the highest 
degree. They have the passions, prejudices, and 
supposed interests of the people leagued on their 
side; and they employ force, fraud, or chicanery, 
as suits them best, to subvert the designs of the 
missionary. The weapons of their warfare are car- 
nal, and they are skilful in the use of them. And 
even when circumstances restrain them within the 
bounds of outward respect for the servants of God, 
the most deadly animosity is raging in their hearts. 

They know also how to infuse the venom of 
malice into the minds of the people — and they do 
it sometimes unnoticed and unsuspected. How 
often have missionaries sowed the seed, and with 
such flattering appearances of not having laboured 
in vain, that they anticipated with joy the harvest, 
till it was discovered that ome emissaries of Satan 
in the form of priests, like he fowls in the parable, 
<< came and devoured it up ' They ** catch away 
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what is sown in the heart of the people^ and would 
effectually frustrate all the sower's hopes of reap- 
ing the harrest, if it did not now and then appear 
that God ha^ prepared the hearts of some and 
made them good ground ; so that in spite of all 
enemies, and to the surprise and joy of the la- 
bourer, ''the seed springs and grows he knows 
not how." 

There is another class of di£Sculties connected 
with the missionary being situated as a foreigner, 
comparatively ignorant of the language of the peo- > 
pie, and still farther separated from them by the 
difference between his habits, manners, &c. and 
theirs. The operation of these circumstances, how- 
ever, is different in different places, and will be as 
variously felt by missionaries as the constitution 
and character of the individuals are various. In 
some cases the circumstance of a missionary being 
a foreigner gives him a kind of superiority over 
the people ; but in other cases the very reverse. 
Again, as to the contrariety of the missionary's 
habits, &c, to those of the people among whom he 
labours — ^his being under the necessity of having' 
constant intercourse vrith them — ^his being much' 
engaged in secular concerns, Sec, ; such things will 
be regarded just as the diversity of character^ 
makes them disagreeable or otherwise ; what is to 
one man a weariness of the flesh and an act of 
positive self-denial, may in another man^ differently 
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coDstiteted, be perfe<;dy according to his taste» aad 
a pleasure ratfaer thaa a task. 

Upon the whole, however, the life of most mis- 
sionaries implies a variety of duties, little conso- 
nant with the general taste and habits of such men 
as should be encouraged to become missionaries ; 
and this, among other reasons, confirms me in the 
opinion that missionary undertakings should be 
planned so as to admit of a division of labours at 
every station. In other words, that there should 
be several missionaries together. By this means 
they can divide the departments of general ma- 
nagement, public teaching, the duties of the study, 
of the seminary for natiye youth, of the printing 
office, Sec* so as to suit best the characters and 
q^alifications that may be found among them. 
Nor is 4}uch an arrangement recommended merely 
on the principle of studying the personal comfort 
of the missionary in his work, but the real and 
effectual performance of the duties of the work it- 
self in all its various branches. Who does not 
know that how conscientious and devoted soever 
any.man^may be, there is. perhaps a particular line 
of duty. for which .his turn ;of mind less suits him^ 
and which therefore L| a burden and. a- grievance; 
while, there is another line of duty which better 
accords with, his taste, in which he engages with 
more heart, and CQUsequet^l^y with a. better. pras- 
pect of being in, that depaitmeat an efficient and 
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^ticcessful labourer. And no one surely will «fie*- 
tJon the wisdom of acting npon this principle » «ad 
giving to each missionary, as far as circumstaBces 
will admit, that work to do, which he will perfoim 
with the greatest comfort to himself and advantage 
to the cause. 

But, to gather up the substance of this ramMing 
letter. The missionary has to contend with cer- 
tain difficulties, not felt at all, or, but in an inferior 
degree, by the minister at home. The destitution 
of moral principle — the inveteracy of vicious habits, 
sanctioned and strengthened by the reigning super- 
stition — the aversion to Chnsthmity as a new reli- 
gion and a foreign religion^ independently of its 
own iDtemal character, as so opposed to all the 
corrupt propensities of man — the missionary's de- 
pendance on the will of heathen princes and nilers 
for liberty of access to the people — the opposition 
made by an interested and wicked heathen priest- 
hood — ^the missionary's difficulties as a foreigner — 
as a Christian among a heathen people — as a man 
accustomed to retirement, and requiring it for the 
performance of some of the most important branches 
of his work, but placed in a sphere of active 
exertion, the management of secular concerns 
demanding a great share of his attention, and con- 
suming much of his time. These and other things 
more or less felt by all missionaries, shew, that 
although there b an analogy between the office of 
a minister at home and the charge of a missionary 
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abroad, there are also considerable points of dif- 
ference — that while they have some duties and 
trials in common, there are other arduous duties, 
and not a few hardships and perils, which are in a 
great measure peculiar to the missionary. 

My design in stating these things so circumstao- 
tially is to give you a more distinct view of the 
missionary work. The best way to judge of two 
objects supposed to be nearly of the same coloar, 
is to place them side by side, and then, although 
both may be green or yellow, their juxta-position 
will discover to you a much greater difference of 
shade than was before suspected. 

I am, &c. 



LETTER VII. 

ON LOW VIEWS OF THE MISSIONARY OFFICE. 

My dear Friend, 
In giving you my thoughts on the character and 
qualifications of missionaries, I have been diffuse 
in speaking of talents and requirements, while I 
have more briefly touched upon piety — ^the posses- 
sion and exercise of the gifts and graces of the 
christian. You will not attribute this to my con- 
sidering the latter inferior in importance to the 
former ; but they are less disputed, or rather not 
disputed at all, while the question of the intellectual 
and literary character of missionaries has been 
much agitated ; some contending that missionaries 
should be able men ; others that weak men are 
strong enough. It seems to me strange, that the 
importance of good intellectual endowments should 
be decried by those who consider piety to be 
indispensable. Their argument is, that it is not 
the great learning or shining Abilities of men that 
will convert the heathen. But what does this 
argument prove ? It proves, among other things, 
that neither is piety requisite in a missionary ; for 
it is not the piety of the preacher that is to con- 
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▼ert die heatfaeB, any more than his learning. TIm 
truth is, that in every case it b God that giveth 
the increase. It was so when Paul preached and 
Apollos watered. But was the learning of the 
one acquired in tlie schoc4 of Gamaliel, or the 
eloquence of the other of no value ? Did not they 
consecrate all their talents to God ; and did not 
He make use of these as means adapted to the end 
of pulling down the fabric of idolatry and building 
mp the church ? Did not they and others, as wise 
master-buildersy lay the foundation, and exhibit to 
all ages a pattern of what they were to build, and 
haw? a#id^hat sort of iirorkmen ought to be ^oseo 
to carry on the sacred edifice, till it should reach 
its destined dimensions — its breadth and length 
filling the earth, and its top reachiog to heaven ? 
According to the theory of some, God should have 
refused to give the increase when Paul and Apol- 
los laboured, lest the talent tbey brought to th« 
performance of their .work should obscure the 
lustre . of his own posver and grace in the effects 
that followed. • . 

I am well aware, at ^e same time, that many 
io^^^iduals of small pretensions,. to literature, and 
not greatly distinguished by talent, have been 
exceedingly, useful ifik the Liord's vineyard < both at 
home and abroad. .They loved and served their 
Master faithfully, and he honoured them vrith 
success, not. because they were men of more limited 
abilities ; but although they were so. I am per- 



suaded^ that when any such instance of a man 
of inferior talents, in the general sense of the 
expression, being rendered highly useful in his 
sphere, is narrowly examined, it will be found that 
he actually did possess some specific qualification 
for that very work assigned him, to which, under 
the blessing of God, his success may be traced. 

The case of the Moravians furnishes an apt illus- 
tration of my meaning ; and perhaps a short con- 
sideration of their proceedings may serve both to 
obviate objections to the view I have attempted to 
give of the requisites of the missionary character, 
and illustrate the doctrine of the necessity of 
adapting means to the end. 

I have represented piety as the-foundatian of the 
missionary character. This we may, without any 
great stretch of charity, concede to the Moravian 
missionaries. I have insisted upon a predilection 
for the work as another requisite, and the mode of 
the admission and appointment of missionaries 
among the United brethren ia a practical acknow'^ 
ledgment of this principle. Good natural parts, 
good temper, great practical wisdom, prudence, 
self-denial, ardent devotion to the work, have also 
been enumerated among the desirable qualifica* 
tions, and I think the numerous biogppi4>hies of 
deceased Mpravian misaioaaries,* as well as the* 

* Since writing this page I have tamed to the Periodical 
Accounts of the brethren's missions, to refresh my memorj. 
by glancing at the brief memoirs they contain of departed 
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commamcations from the brethren now labouring 
among the heathen, prove that most of them pos- 
sessed these excellencies of character in an eminent 
^legree. Amidst all the genuine christian simpli- 
city so admirable and so characteristic of these 
worthy servants of Christ, I have b^n again and 
again gratified by the proofs their letters and Jour- 
nals furnish of their acute discrimination of the 
character of the people to whose conversion * they 
have devoted themselves. How wisely and cir- 
eumspectly they deal with them — ^how well they 

abourers. The part that caaght my eye, viz. ''The Life of 
David Zeisbergen/' exemplifies what I have said — great 
quickness and decision of character, accompanied with a 
large share of prudence and zeal — a fine talent for lan- 
gaag€;s, &c. were his distinguishing qualities. Had I time 
to search for farther confirmation of what X have stated, it 
would be easy to select abundance from these records of 
missionary exertion. See also the accounts of T. S. Schu* 
man. — Per. Ace. No. 103. 

* This word ewwerwrn is used Vy the Moravians in a sense 
which has an odd effect upon an English ear. They seem 
to mean nothing more by it in their application of it to the 
heathen, than the circumstance of becoming a scholar or 
catechumen. Thus the phrase often occurs in their journals 
that such an one desired to be converted, i. e. to come under 
instruction. They of course understand that a farther and 
more important change must take place before this heathen 
disciple, becomes a CftruHai^—and' their manner of proce- 
dure shews it, for such are not admitted to christian privi- 
eges till proof is obtained of their sincere belief and profes- 
sion of the truth. 
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know the heavenly art tif winoing and rnling thenf 
— gaining the entire command of their converts, 
inrhile they make themselves more beloved as fa- 
thers and friends than feared as masters. Nor is 
the charming naivete and happy christian cheerful- 
ness of the feinale part of their communities less 
irorthy of notice, as qualities of great price in such 
situations as they fill. If occasionally passages in 
the brethren's letters or journals may be met with 
that betray superficial knowledge, or the substitu- 
tion of warmth of pious feeling for soundness of 
judgment, many paragraphs might be pointed out 
indicative of their quick perception, sagacity, and 
good common sense. 

I am far from approving some things in the 
mant^ement of their communities (e. g. their regu- 
lations as to marriage and single life), and I am 
not blind to some defects that adhere to their 
system ; nor can I admire the cant phrases pecu- 
liar to the sect, plentifully scattered over the pages 
of their publications ; but they hold up a pattern to 
the world of the unobtrusive but mighty energies 
of the christian character. If their piety and zeal 
have not been made to shine out as in combination 
with superior talent, it has been because their ' 
talents, their whole hearts and souls have been 
devoted to the accomplishment of one thing — the- 
conversion of the heathen, and that chiefly by 
patient and persevering oral instruction. To this 
they have directed their energies, and we know* 



86 

with what saccess. They have not astonished us 
by new discoveries — by deep researches into na- 
ture — they have not expatiated on the fields of 
philosophy and science, but they have solved 
sooae of the most interesting problems in ihe science 
of human nature, by shewing what the Esquimaux, 
the Cherokee, and the Hottentot can be made 
under the transforming '* word of the cross." 

But if we advert to. the pretensions of the nods- 
sionaries in question to general learning, here I 
believe they will be found defective ; and to their 
deficiency in this point perhaps is to be attributed 
their having done so little in the way of translat-. 
ing the scriptures and other books, and introducing 
generally the knowledge of letters among their 
congregations gathered from among the heathen. 
Besides, as if conscious of their inability in this 
respect, the fields of exertion they have chosen are 
the very spots where the want of- literary acquire- 
ments would be least felt. Their Greenlanders, 
&c. have no books or learning of their own, like 
the Hindoos, Chinese, and other pagan nations, 
high in the scale of general improvement, skilful 
in the arts of civilized life, and among whom 
learning raises its possessor to a proud elevation 
above the unlettered multitude ; not but that learn- 
ing might be turned to good account in Labrador* 
or South Africa, but the want of it may there be- 
more readily dispensed with than at Benares or 
Serampore. 



It b trae, that God employs the foolbh things 
of the world to confound the wise; ''and €k>d 
hath chosen the weak things of the world to con- 
found the things which are - mighty ; and hase 
things of the wofld and thkigs which are despised 
hath Gdd c^hosen ; yeh, and things which are not to 
hfing to nought things that are.'' And there have 
been many striking illustrations of this from the 
days of the apostles to the present tiihe. But it is 
easy to overstrain such passages in their applica- 
tion to every department of the work of God ; and 
they wUl be found to. have utterly mistaken the 
meaning' of such declarations^ who think them- 
selves thereby. warranted to act as if Ihe excellen- 
cies of character which God has bestowed upon 
individuals, and the height of acquirement in 
knowledge human and ditine, which, by his bless- 
ing, they have reached, were talents of no value, 
and of no use in the propagation of the gospel-*^as if 
miracles were to be expected in the accomplish- 
ment of a work carried on by instruments physi- 
cally and intellectually (and why not also maralfy?) 
disqualified for the task— as if it were expected 
that inen should successfully study languages 
without any talents for philology, or make trans- 
iatiodis of:^ scriptures into a foreign language 
without being able to distinguish things that differ 
in their own— or felt the difficult and delicate 
situation of a Christian missionary, without being 
possessed of an ordinary measure of discretion in 



ordinary affairs. It may be allowable to interpret 
Ae text above quoted as connteDancing such views 
when the gift of tongues — of prophecy — of dis- 
cerning of spirits — of healing, &c. are restored to 
the church. But till then it will be a wiser course 
to seek the blessing of God to crown the em- 
ployment of the best means we can command; 
and, after all, there will be infinite room for him 
to manifest that *^ no flesh shall glory in his 
presence." 

When men pervert texts of scripture to excuse 
their supineness in the work of God, as if the 
employment of human agency was a tacit infringe- 
ment of the divine prerogative, or, refining still 
farther, while they employ means, yet, to preserve 
all the glory to God, insist upon using only such 
as are unfit, protest against learning and genius, 
and hail imbecility and stupidity as the best quali- 
fications for that work which is to be performed 
" not by might, nor by power, but by the Spirit 
of the Lord." — I say, when men entertain such 
sentiments, or hold principles evidently drawing 
such conclusions after them — and withal point us 
to the word of God as their authority ; it is hard 
to find language expressive enough to denote the 
mischief of such perversions. The evil may be 
conceived by supposing the sentiments to become 
general, and to be acted upon throughout the Chris- 
tian world. 

The most strenuous advocates for choosing men 
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fitted* to be ministers of the New Testament by 
gifts as well as by graces, know and confess the 
inadequacy of all '' might and power" without 
" the Spirit," as much as they who are afraid of 
suiting the means to the end. The truth is that 
the power requisite to convert a sinner from the 
error of his ways, is so infinitely beyond all the 
power of human agency — that the most excellent 
means and the worst possible are nearly on a level ; 
with this difference however, that they who use the 
former honour the command of God, while the latter 
hesitate to obey, lest fit means should prove too 
efficacious, and so eclipse the glory of the work of 
the Spirit ; or even accomplish the work altogether 
without the interposition of his agency. It is easy 
to see which of these schemes ascribes more glory 
to God — whether that which consistently emplojrs 
proper instruments at his command, leaving him to 
vindicate his own honour, and make it appear that 
the success depends not upon the means but npon 
Him who blesses them ; or that which pretends to 
be so morbidly jealous for the display of the 
divine power of the Spirit in converting sinners, 
as to employ instruments qualified for the work 
assigned them, by the rule of contraries — a scheme 
which savours much of the imbecility of under* 
standing they so much admire. 



* 2 Cor. iil. 6. '< Who hath eKayuvey fitted ut for being 
ministers," &c. 
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If men go forth in this holy cause with a proud 
reliance on their own wisdom and excellency of 
speech, God will confound them before their 
enemies, and humble them till they acknowledge 
that it is not for man to glory in his presence ; hot 
it is possible that there may be the most heart- 
abasing conviction and confession that to God be- 
longs all the praise, even when the instrument has 
been highly qualified and most wisely adapted for 
the service assigned it. Such instruments were 
Martyn and Milne, and many more who rest from 
their labours, and whose works follow them. And 
Buch instruments are many who are still labouring 
with manifest tokens of the divine approbation; 
and who will say that the cause would be better 
uerved by men less highly qualified, or' that it de- 
serves not and demands not the best talents, and 
the most extensive learning, and the warmest piety, 
and the purest zeal the Christian world can furnish ? 

The man who is himself learned, and yet decries 
the advantages of learning to a minister or a mis- 
sionary, only proves that learning cannot supply 
the want of common sense ; but the ' illiterate man 
who contends that learning is little worth, is evi- 
dently in the predicament of speaking evil of that 
which he knows not ; and should he assume the 
office of an instructoi , perhaps he might not deserve 
a better character than those who "desired to be 
teachers of the law, understanding neither what 
they^say nor whereof they affirm." 
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But if scripture is to be quoted in defence of 
doing nothing, or doing nothing to purpose— in 
defence of lukewarmness in the cause of God, or of 
principles which would soon paralyse every right 
efibrt to promote it; I will quote scripture also, 
and ask what is the import and bearing of that 
remarkable saying, ** the children of this world 
are^ in their generation, wiser than the children of 
light ?" The answer is this — the children of this 
world exercise a prudent forecasting care in the 
management of their concerns. Their undertakings 
are planned wisely, and conducted judiciously. 
They take an enlightened view of what is before 
them — foresee evils — secure advant^es-- select 
proper means — neglect nothing conducive to suc- 
cess — make provision against future necessities — 
rise early and sit up late, and eat the bread of 
caiefiilness ;" and for all this they are commended. 
Yea, an unjust steward is commended for his wise 
and crafty policy in making to himself friends 
against the time of his approaching need of them. 
But what is the lesson the children of light are to 
learn from this parable ? Not to imitate the works 
of the unjust — but to imitate their wisdom — to 
shew, in the management of their spiritual con- 
cerns, equal address, and intelligence, and zeal. — 
It is as if the divine Teacher had said — a man of 
this world, unjust, but wise and prudent in his 
secular business, is more to be commended than 
the spiritual man who acts as a fool in all 



tliai idales Id Iib owb salvmlioii and that of 
othen. 

it is fearfal to thiak that ia the day. of judg- 
aient many an onjost stewaid, who made himself 
friends of the maauBon of unrighteousness-^many 
a phaiisee who ocanpassed sea and land to make 
one proselyte — many a merchant man, who, seek- 
ing the goodly pearls of time, yisited in the spirit 
of commercial enterprise eyery quarter of the 
world— shall rise up and condemn the unwise 
conduct, and mistaken policy of the professed 
children of light. 

1 will just add, before closing this letter, that 1 
believe some who talk lightly of the qualifications 
required in a missionary to the heathen, are not 
aware of the conclusions to which their hypothesis 
leads; but if it proceed not in the tacit assumption 
that God prefers weak insirumeHti that his power 
may be more conspicuously displayed — and involve 
not the consequences of tempting God,- and giving 
the enemy occasion to triumph, I have utterly 
mistaken the matter. 

I am, &G. 
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LETTER VIIL 

ON THE QUANTITY OF MEANS EMPLOYED. 

My dear Friend, 

I AM impelled to take up once more the subject 
i^hich occupied the greater part of my last letter ; 
but in a view sufficiently distinct from the former, 
I hope to screen me from the imputation of giving 
you a bare repetition of the same sentiments. 

I endeavoured to combat the notion, that for the 
conversion of the heathen world able men are not 
required —that little stress should be laid upon the 
kind and quality of means employed, since the 
grand effect is to be produced by the power of 
God. 

It is my purpose now to expose a similar error 
as to the quantity of means. " No matter," 
say some, '' though the means we employ be in- 
adequate in extent, as well as humble in quality, 
according to human reckoning; our handful of 
plain unpretending missionaries will be sufficient 
for the accomplishment of the whole undertaking 
if the hand of God be with them ; and it may be 
' confidently hoped, that he will take occasion from 
the circumstance of their weakness to manifest his 
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own power, and shew that the work is not man's 
but his, and his the glory of accomplishing it." 

The pious sound of such words is imposing, and 
they piissffyr solid argument with many who feel as 
if it would savour of profanity to question the 
c<H'rectness of the views that dictate such speeches. 
While with others, this convenient view of the 
matter seems to keep all quiet in the inner cham- 
ber of conscience, and hushes an occasional unwel- 
come whisper that we are not doing all we can, nor 
exerting ourselves as the mighty extent of the 
work demands. 

Let the question, however, obtain a fair hearing. 
Were I to come in contact with an individual who 
disapproves of attaching so much importance to 
Jit means, I would encourage him to the discussion, 
by the assurance that if hi^ be really the right 
view of the matter, missionary societies and the 
christian public at . large may derive great advan- 
tage from the adoption of it ; for I will prove that 
upon his principles instead of too little being at- 
tempted and accomplished in the way of using 
means, too much is done already. Missionary so^ 
cieties need not proceed any longer in the selection 
of men for actual service in the field of missionary 
enterprise on the principle of appointing only men 
fit for their work, nor in such numbers as to bear 
something like an adequate proportion to the 
extent of the field. The directors of such socie- 
ties have sometimes, from the scarcity of labourers 
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perhaps, been compelled to send forth men compa- 
ratively nnfit according to the common idea of what 
fitness means ; but such men were the best and 
most desirable instruments they could possibly 
appoint; and now they may save themselves much 
expense and trouble in fitting missionaries, by pre* 
paratory study, &c. since the labourers employed 
cannot be too weak and too ignorant. Besides, 
they may now very safely relax in their exertions 
to increase the number of their agents either for 
strengthening existing missions or for forming new 
ones ; for the. truth is, there are too many already 
in the work. Missionary societies have already 
gone too far : they should have been contented to 
employ perhaps a dozen or a score plain simple 
men with the bible in their hands. Nothing more 
should be attempted, if we would give God room 
for the display of the irresistible force of his arm 
in overthrowing the kingdom of the enemy, with- 
out the might and power of man.* I really feel 
reluctant to put down in words the monstrous per- 
versions of scripture, and almost blasphemous con- 
clusions to which this insidious notion leads. I 
am far from supposing that all who disapprove of 
the idea of men^inade missionaries and ministers, as 
they are scornfully termed, actually carry their 

*The worse and /eirerthe means we use so much the bet- 
ter. Numerical force and intellectual and moral power are 
of no value, or worse than none ; for God can equally effect 
his own purposes by many or by few. 
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theory so far, that they must, to be consistent, 
either abandon their principle, or submit to be 
charged with the consequences of it. I have my- 
self heard remarks made in a captious^ sarcastic 
way of the exertions of modern missionary socie- 
ties, as if by bustle and ado about preparing and 
sending out so many missionaries, they thought the 
kingdom of Christ could not come without their 
helping hand, and so on. Now, if people will take 
refuge in such a position as that we are now consi- 
dering, it is but fair to shew them its insecurity — 
that it can neither. endure the scrutiny of human 
investigation, nor will it avail them when God 
shall bring every work into judgment. 
• But it is time to turn to a different view of 
the subject. If so extravagant a sentiment is 
untenable ; if it is absurd, that means are U> be 
approved in proportion to their unsuitableness and 
insignificance ; if it is our sober and decided judg- 
ment that means, both as to quality and quantity, as 
fiar proportioned to the work as possible, ought to 
be used, it will require little argument to prove 
that as yet we have not done enough; that our 
means still bear a vast disproportion to the end, and 
that increased efforts oh every hand are called for, 
both to extend the application of the agency God 
is pleased to employ for evangelising the world, to 
fVERY kindred and tongue, and people and nation ; 
and to render the operations of the missions already 
established more efficient by such additional support, 
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by such accessions of numbers, piety, talent, 
and zeal, as shall prove that we are in earnest 
in the work. 

Into this ar^ment, however, I do not enter. 

Much has been ably said and written upon it, and 

could I say any thing more and better than has 

been already said a hundred times, I would gladly 

do it ; for, after all, I fear the christian world is 

not yet roused as it ought to be to the paramount 

claims of the heathen upon the compassion ; nay, 

upon the justice of their christian brethren. To 

bestow the blessings of salvation upon sinners is an 

act of sovereign mercy on the part of God ; but to 

spread the knowledge of that salvation is matter of 

imperative duty, of bare justice, on the part of the 

christian world. And be it remembered, that, 

while the guilt of non- performance lies heavy 

against the professors of the religion of Christ in 

general, in the day of judgment the neglect will be 

charged home upon every individual who has not 

done as he was commanded^ ** Go ye into all the 

world and preach the gospel to every creature," is 

the command of Christ — O ! who can calculate the 

guilt of neglecting to obey 9uch a command ! 

But, in the mean time, as the means in actual 
operation are comparatively small* the ardour and 
zeal of every labourer ought to be so much the 
greater. If the number of missionaries that can 
be sent out to the work must fall short of the 
necessity of the case, this is an additional rea- 

F 
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field will not be altogether adapted, to anotfier. 
Each will require a description of talent in the 
labourer suited to the peculiarities of the work. 
One talent is needful here, another talent is useful 
there, and a third, different from both the former, is 
required at a third portion of the field. The deduc- 
tion then from the fact of the variety of the work is, 
that a corresponding diversity of talent must be 
brought to bear upon it ; that the labourers must be 
located according to their respective capabilities of 
performing work of the description required in the 
particular fields assigned them to cultivate. But 
you would not infer, surely, from the circumstance 
of the comparative learning and civilization of some 
heathen countries, and the comparative rudeness of 
others, that in the one case labourers of good abili- 
ties are called for, and in the other labourers of no 
abilities at all, or next to none. I have yet to learn 
where that country is, and what kind of people 
inhabit it, where the work of evangelizing them 
is so easy that the weakest and ** least esteemed in 
the church '^ may be entrusted with the accompli^- 
ment of it. 

Consider that with all the acknowledged variety 
in the intellectual character and external circum- 
stances of men, human nature is universally the 
same ; that it is found in all the inveteracy of its 
enmity against God, and hatred of truth and righ- 
teousness from the line to the pole. And this — 
this in all the various dresses it wears, is the enoony - 
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the missionaxy has to encounter and overcome. 
Human depravity is at the foundation of all the 
opposition made to his efforts — and he is only suc- 
cessful in so far as he obtains the victory over 
it. 

The mention of human depravity brings us then 
to the very essence of the difficulty of the mission- 
ary work. Were it not for this the ministry of the 
gospel among the heathen 'would be as easy and 
pleasant as it is arduous, and often painfully dis- 
couraging. But here we see also very clearly what 
it is that is necessary to the success of the under- 
taking. It is the outpouring of the Spirit of all 
^ace. When the Spirit is shed forth abundantly 
the difficulty vanishes, the word of God has free 
course and is glorified, the flame spreads, the con^ 
-verts multiply — while the missionary stands still, 
iilled with wonder and gratitude, and beholds th^ 
salvation of God. He sees that the work is carried 
on by an arm more powerful than his, he feels 
his own insignificance and gives all the glory to 
^od. 

The representation of the subject, perhaps you 
Jthink, militates against the general strain of my 
letters, inasmuch as when the Spirit of God des- 
cends upon the missionary fields, the characters 
and talents of the labourers will appear to be of 
little account. 

But I will just ask, if it be warrantable to expect 
6uch showers of blessing without suitable previous 
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preporation of the «oil ? The Spirit of G<kl does 
not descend like the rain of heayen alike upon the 
untilled desert and the cultivated field* It k 
irtrietly limited to the extent of ground oyer which 
the hand of the labourer has previously been in 
operation. Unless an absolute miracle be expected, 
we must necessarily suppose that the goqpel has 
been carried to the place, that the knowledge of it 
has been communicated to the people by<11ie iostm- 
mentality of men; implying on their part the 
previous study of languages, the translation of die 
scriptures, perhaps the formation of schools, and 
the whole train of means conducted widi suitable 
care, wisdom and zeal. And all this, of course, by 
men competently qualified for their respective 
labours. There is no instance on record of any 
great spread of the gospel either in ancient or 
jn modem times ; but, in connection with a system 
of corresponding means, to which "God, as he has 
wisely appointed them, is pleased to give his 
blessing. And there is no reason from the nature 
of the thing, or any warrant from scripture, so Car 
as I can see, to expect that the future extension of 
the Redeemefr's kingdom will be effected with- 
out the intervention of human agency. 

Besides, when the subject is viewed practieally, 
it is most evident that even in the case of a general 
awakening of a whole district or people to the 
concerns of veligion, while the work is confessedly 
the doing of the Lord, the labours of ministers or 
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utMsionarie?) so far from being superseded, are ren- 
dered more necessary than ever. And if there are 
any circumstances which call emphatically for the 
exercise of great wisdom, prudence, firmness, dis- 
cernment, quick understanding, sound judgment — 
in a word, for the best energies of mind as well as 
the best affections of a zealous and devoted heart, it 
is in the time of such a revival ; for then the enemy 
is busiest ; then the danger of mistake is greatest ; 
then the responsibility of the labourer is heaviest ; 
then the greatest good or the greatest mischief may 
be done ; then the work may, humanly speaking 
be either greatly promoted by the ability of •the 
agents, or marred by their errors or incapacity. 

The accounts of revivals in America, Scotland, 
and other places, and the recent history of the 
South Sea islands, will illustrate and confirm all I 
have said. 

But this leads me, in further explanation of my 
views, to speak of the general plan for conducting 
missions to the heathen. Let me then be indulged 
with your attention a little longer. 

There are two general methods, which, if pursued 
to an adequate extent, promise unth'the blessing of 
God to effect the consummation so devoutly to 
be wished, the universal spread of divine truth 
through the world. The one b the employment 
of numerous able missionaries, with a host of follow- 
ers in their train as catechists, artisans, printers, 
&c. to colonise heathen countries and introduce the 
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gospel with civilization as her handmaid** Accord- 
ing to this plan a very great number of missionariei 
of various descriptions, must be sent out, and vast 
resources will be required to support them. In 
some countries a colony of christians might support 
itself in the course of a few years independently of 
foreign aid. But in most instances the missionary 
emigrants would require liberal encouragement and 
support from home, because in the selection of 
spots on which to form settlements they must be 
guided as much or more by a regard to their useful- 
ness as their temporal advantage^ conveniencyy or 
comfort. They must inquire, not where they have 
the best prospect of succeeding as cultivators of 
the natural soil ; but where they may be most useful 
in sowing the word of God, and causing the moral 
wilderness to flourish and bear fruit. It might 
seldom be possible to combine these two objects, 
and therefore sufficient provision should be made 
against the probable wants of such settlers, that 
they might not be under the necessity of studying 
their own means of subsistence in the countries 

* If every schoolmaster and artisan and agricultariat is 
to b^ termed a missionary, I have no objection that the 
name be extended to them, and in that case I concede that 
attainments inferior to those I have represented as neces- 
sary to the character of a missionary, using the li^ord in a 
more restricted sense, may be sufficient. But I have em- 
ployed the term -missionary to denote the principals of a 
mission, and so understood, I humbly conceive the s^dard 
of qualifications has not been raised too high. 
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^her6 they settle, rather than the means of Tender- 
ing themselyes effective promoters of the eyan- 
geiization of the people. 

It would he a noble project if whole churches, 
pastors, and flocks were to emigrate to other lands, 
and become at once examples of the power of the 
gospel and promulgators of its blessed truths to 
the heathen nations. Were fifty or a hundred 
British churches thus '' to give themselves to the 
Lord," and establish themselves in well chosen 
spots in ps^an countries, what might not be expect- 
ed, with the blessing of God, from such a measure ? 
Themselves strangers and pilgrims upon earth, true 
christians would thus exhibit more of their own real 
character, and would enjoy, it might be confidently 
expected, in spiritual prosperity an ample compen- 
sation for some worldly disadvantages ; were the 
little leaven thus to mingle itself through the whole 
mass, how soon might not the whole lump be lea- 
vened I Surely there are many churches which as 
bodies have zeal and love and devotedness enough, 
if the scheme itself were at all practicable. And 
why is it not ? The practicability of it will appear 
in different lights according to the state of mind 
in which it is contemplated. Perhaps if it had been 
proposed to the members of the church in Jeru- 
salem to spread themselves through the surround* 
ing region, testifying to all repentance towards 
God. and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ, there 
might have been many plausible objections started ; 

f3 
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Iwt the proTidence of Qod«OQfir made tfa^n glad to 
aidopt the measuse which before might seem im- 
practicable. When obliged to flee for their lites, 
they found other places of abode, and, scattered 
amonig unbelievers, liad the finest opportunities of 
iqireadhig the gospel, and were no doubt enabled to 
say in reference to the persecutions ^at drove 
them from Jerusalem, ^* It is good for us diat* we 
have been afflicted/' There may be no present 
appearances that threaten tiie British ^churches witb 
« similar fate;- they may not be driven into exile : bnt 
were persecution for icdnscieace sake to arise, what 
wonldi be thought of the practieabiUtif of colomsiog 
beatheu' countries'^ And would not this plan 
afford the best conceivable means of cherishing^ and 
bringing into notice promising talents lor tibe higher 
departments of missionary labour ? Would not the 
younger members of churches be trained up and 
excited to regard the service of God among the 
heathen as a great a,nd most important work ; and, 
seeing with their own eyes the fields white ante 
harvest, would they not desire to become Icdwonr- 
ers? 

I will not anticipate db^eetions, but to prev^it 
being' misunderstood, I would only add, that it is not 
necessarily supposed according. to this plan that 
every individual member of a church, without excep- 
tion, should embark in such an emigration ; ,sonie 
from age, state of health, &c. might be improper 
persons to join their brethren ; but with ail neces- 
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sary dednetions the great body of a charch miglii, I 
am persuaded^ with the prospect of doing incalcula- 
ble goody thus go forth in the name of the Lord, 
devoted as one man to the promotion of his glory« 
Do not tell me that the example of the churches 
planted by the apostles, and the exhortations ad- 
dressed to them to abide every man in his own 
calling, &c. make against the scheme now suggest- 
ed. It is true the apostles do not enjoin upon the 
churches the duty of changing their abode in order 
to fix their residence among a heathen ^populatkMi* 
But why? They were planted in the midst of the hea-* 
then, they were themselves societies gathered from 
the Pagan and Jewish world, and were on every 
hand surrounded by those who still contiiiued in the 
state of darkness from which they had been trans* 
lated. There was in those days no such thing as 
a cAra^endbfit, a portion of the earth distinguished 
by the general profession of the religion of Christ 
The whole world was then what many parts of it 
are still, inhabited by unbelievers, with here and 
there a <^rch of Christ gathered out of the na- 
tions. The aim of this, or any other plan of mis- 
sionary enterprise, is to bring the whole world under 
the denomination of Christendom. 

It has almost passed into a proverb, that with 
all the devotement of heart, and life, and substance 
which Christ requires of his disciples, every one is 
not obliged personally to engage in this work. 
Admitting the general truth, there is at the same 
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time reason to fear that this cOnTenient proverb ia 
often carried too far, and may help to blind the 
eyes of some to their duty, suggesting a reason for 
declining obedience, which is sufficient or insuffici- 
ent/ according to circumstances. This is a serious 
subject, and requires the solemn consideration of 
every one who calls Jesus, Lord and master. 

The other general method of conducting mis- 
sionary operations is to send forth a body of 
missionaries who shall enter heathen coun- 
tries, and bend their strength, not so much to 
the mere raising of congregations of christians, 
and attaching them to the missionary settlement, 
as the Moravians do ; but rather direct their 
resources with a view to the spread of Christianity 
through the length and breadth of the land, aim- 
ing by apparently slow but effectual measures to 
sap the foundations of the existing supei*stitioD, 
and introduce Christianity in its room, and contem- 
plating the accomplishment of this chiefly by the 
agendy of the natives themselves. With this view, 
opening seminaries for the instruction of the youth, 
training up promising young men to be teachers of 
their countrymen, making every suitable convert 
an evangelist; at the same time preparing versions 
of the scriptures in the vernacular languages, 
promoting the cause of general education, intro- 
ducing useful knowledge, &c. The preaching of 
the gospel directly to the natives, as far as 
practicable, is implied of course. What I mean 
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as to the general plan is^ that the missionaries do 
not confine themselves to the communication of 
oral instruction as their great and only branch of 
labour. 

These two methods have each their advantages 
and disadvantages. The first is the favourite of 
some friends of missions, while the . second is 
extolled by others ; but it appears to me, that either 
the one or the other should be preferred according to 
circumstances. In on^ country the former may be 
more effective, in another the latter. And in most 
places, perhaps, a system of operation combining 
both, that is, partaking of the first by adopting the 
plan of partial colonising, and of the second by lay- 
ing hold of all the advantages for carrying forwaid 
the work to be derived from the employment of 
natives as catechists, &c. The same mission 
in different stages of its history may also in part 
alter or modify the general plan of its proce- 
dure : for a mission, at first conducted wholly by 
foreign teachers, may in the course of time, and 
after being blessed with a measure of success, in 
a great degree dispense with foreign aid, and 
proceed on the plan of employing natives, till at 
length, having a sufficiency of internal resources it 
may be left wholly to itself. 

I am, <&c. 



LETTER X. 

ON THE PREFERENCE DUE TO THE 
MISSIONARY SERVICE, 

My dear Friend, 

Tbe choice of a profession ranks ajnong the 
most important acts of a man's life, and most of all 
important, when the profession chosen is the chris- 
tian ministry. I haye already offered you some 
thoughts upon the motives, good and had, which 
may actuate an individual in determining to assume 
the sacred character. I seem not, however, to have 
said all I wish to say, and therefore, at the risk of 
heing tiresome, or even tautological, I must write 
on, throwing myself upon your friendly indal- 
cOiice. 

When a man determines upon following any par- 
ticular line of secular life, the chief questions res- 
pect the adaptation of his talents and dispositions 
to the nature of his proposed pursuits, his prospects 
of success, honour and comfort. His motives, any 
further than his own interests may he concerned, 
are of little consequence. But when a man pro- 
poses to make the service of the sanctuary the 
business of his life, a most solemn and impartial 
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isfesfeigatioii of his motives ought to be made, as 
in the sight of God, before he advances a single 
step ; and if he is not, in his own conscience, fully 
satisfied that his motives are such as God will 
approve, he should relinquish the design, whatever 
his talents or qualifications in other respects 
may be. A physician, or lawyer, need have 
no scruples about the exercise of his respec- 
tive functions, although he may not be conscious 
that a disinterested desire to promote the good 
of his patients or clients prompts him to serve 
them to the utmost of his ability. If he per- 
form his duty, he is worthy of his reward. To 
obtain his living may be the ultimate end of 
his exercising his profession, and he may honour- 
ably and consistently avow it to be so. But if a 
minister of the gospel is not influenced by a love to 
the souls of men, and a zeal for the glory of God 
in their salvation, he is disqualified in the most 
essential particular for his office. On this account 
it is, that young men, whose minds are inclining to 
the ministry, should be directed to give this point 
their most attentive consideration; and if tftey 
obtain proper satisfaction of mind in regard to 
purity of motive, it will, in most cases, go far to- 
wards determining thieir call to the work. 

Most young persbiis, whose rank in life is such 
that they must thitik of devoting themselves to a 
profession, find their minds leaning towards some 
particular employment, which is generally such as 
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their connections or circumstances render desiraUe 
or expedient ; and, consequently, the choice is 
made, and the matter proceeded in. But many 
young men of piety, who have not yet made 
choice of a profession for life, are apt to look 
upon all secular professions with equal indif- 
ference, or even aversion ; and others, whose minds 
have heen brought under the power of religion, 
after their pursuits for life have been entered upon, 
become dissatisfied with the employment to which 
they found themsclveii bound. They derive no 
pleasure from the performance of the duties required 
of them, and long for the moment when they can dis- 
engage their hands and their head from the irksome, 
daily routine of their calling; happy only when 
they can bid a «hort farewell to it, and enjoy the 
society of kindred minds, or taste the sweets of 
retirement, and indulge in their favourite exercises, 
undisturbed and unknown. Such persons are 8^t 
to look upon ministers as the happiest of human 
beings. They have little to do with the things of 
the world ; their duties must be their delight, for 
they consist in studying the word and the works of 
God, and speaking of them to their people. Their 
leisure for study, their opportunities of acquiring 
knowledge, their advantages for self improvement, 
all appear most desirable; nfid the pious young 
man, thus speculating upon the office of the ministry 
says with a sigh of longing desire, "O that I 
were a minister !" Now all thb is a speculation of 
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selfidhuess, and there does not enter iiito it a par-» 
tide of the true motive that ought to actuate thd 
breast of a servant of Christ. There may be 
nothing inconsistent with the love of soub and the 
the glory of God; but when views of personal 
enjoyment fix the choice, and take the place of 
higher considerations as principles of action, what 
must follow when experience shall have taught 
that these selfish ends cannot be gratified ? What 
shall bear up a man in the actual discharge of 
duties, which in reality will be found, many of 
them at least, very different as to personal grati- 
fication from the fancy picture the young aspirant 
to the sacred office drew for himself ? In a word, 
what shall he do when his principles of action faii 
him ? But, perhaps, if he make self gratification 
the end of his ministry, he may have his reward. 

But I must come to the point I have more im- 
mediately in view, in bringing forward these 
remarks at present. 

As an individual, actuated in the manner above 
described, will seek for himself a station in the 
church squaring as much as possible with his love 
of ease, literary leisure, &c. ; so, on the othei" 
hand, one whose heart is truly devoted to the work 
of his lord and master, will prefer that station 
where he has the best prospects of real laborious 
usefulness, where he may do most good to souls, 
and most extend the Redeemer's kingdom among 
men. 
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tn what light, then , ought the several claiias 
of the heathen abroad and the christian commuoity 
at heme, to appear to the mind of a pious student 
of divinity^ or one who wishes to beeome a student 
with a view to the ministry ? and what are we to 
make of ike fact, that there are many hundreds 
of young men of this description, studying with 
a view to the pastoral office in Great Britain, -while 
scarcely one individual is coming forward to offer 
himself as a missionary ? 

Is it that they have adopted the opinion com- 
bated in another letter, that persons of mean 
talents are good enough for missionaries? Is it 
tbat the young men who crowd our academies and 
ttniyersities, the nurseries of the church, think 
their abilities too good to be thrown away upon 
the heathen ? Do they modestly leave it to lesB 
gifted brethren, who givei no favourable augury 
of becoming good preacheis, to occupy a sphere 
abroad, where their deficiencies may be less 
felt by themselves, and less observed by their hear- 
ers ? I should be glad to find a more favourable 
explanation of the fact ; and I can indeed make a 
more charitable supposition in the case of a few : 
but how to account for the great bulk of aspirants 
to the ministry preferring home service, more 
honourably to their principles and motives, 
I confess myself at a loss. It this moment 
occurs to me, that some may shelter themselves 
behind the example of the race of ministers 
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of the last century, who seem to hare thought 
rery IHtle of the 'duty of practically and generally 
seeking the conversion of the heathen. But without 
attempting to defend or to cnminate the ministers 
of a former period, it is most manifest that those 
of the present have had their attention drawn 
to the subject in a way unprecedented, at least in 
modem times. The claims of the heathen have 
been so pressed on their notice, the actual state 
of the heathen so clearly brought to light, the 
practicability of attempting and effecting their 
conversion so proved, the facilities so increased, 
that they who neglect them noto, are utterly with- 
out excuse. 

Do students for the ministry really think Aat 
their services are so much needed at home, that to 
go abroad would be, at the best, a very question- 
able course ? 1 doubt whether they can think' so. 
Let me suppose a case for the sake of illustration. 
Suppose the state of a certain empire to be 
as follows : — The rightful sovereign in one 
part of his dominions is generally acknow- 
ledged, his laws are respected, and the great body 
of the people professing allegiance to'his govern- 
ment, and instructed and ruled by faithful servants 
of the king, enjoy peace and prosperity. But the 
rest of the empire, all the foreign possessions of the 
crown, all the distant provinces, are in a state of 
disaffection or open rebellion ; multitudes of the 
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people haye utterly thrown off their allegiaacei 
have chosen leaders for themselves, and trample 
on the authority of their prince. The king, there- 
fore, desirous of reducing these misguided suhfects 
to obedience, issues a proclamation, inviting his 
faithful and devoted servants to exert themselves 
to repress the spirit of rebellion wherever it may 
be found; to bring back the rebellious to their 
duty ; and not to relax in their efforts till tran- 
quillity be universally restored, and the honour of 
the king and government be every, where acknow- 
ledged and supported. The king, however, depend- 
ing on the fidelity and attachment of those who 
own his sway, accepts the services of volunteers 
only, and invites them to enrol themselves in his 
name^ Many do so accordingly, professing ardent 
zeal for their king, and compassion for their un- 
dutiful fellow subjects ; but they decline foreign 
service, where they are most wanted, preferring to 
parade at home, leaving the honours and dangers 
of the field, where the rebels are in arms, the field 
of actual war, to such, forsooth, as may not be able 
to make a respectable figure in their home establish- 
ment. There is a numerous well appointed corps 
stationed where all is quiet, but where the mass of 
the population is in a state of avowed shameless 
hostility to their rightful king, there is scarcely a 
fiingle man to stand up for him and his cause ; and 
few or none .of his volunteer corps at home have 
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the courage, or the self denial, or the love to their 
king, to face his enemies ! I leave you to apply 
this parable. ^ 

It is a glory peculiar to the christian system, that 
its motives to obedience are as powerful as its 
precepts and doctrines are pure and heavenly ; and 
so it is possessed of the grand desideratum, the want 
of which left the boasted ethics of heathen an- 
tiquity essentially defective. Their ethical sys- 
tems, like their celebrated statues, were astonishing 
monuments of human genius ; but they were life- 
less. But how is this peculiar character of 
Christianity illustrated by its professors? Does 
their conduct demonstrate that they are governed 
by a religion of motives ? Is their performance of 
the most difficult and self-denying duties it pre- 
scribes, but the means of shewing the power it exer- 
cises oxer them ? or at any rate, are there so many 
examples of this, that it is no breach of charity to 
account for the rare cases of neglect of duty, by 
ranking the few who are guilty oi such neglect 
among nriere hypocritical pretenders to the christiaB 
name ? 

The admission of duty not followed up by 
corresponding practice necessarily proves one of 
two things : either that Christianity is deficient in 
motives, or that the omission of acknowledged* 
duty betrays a radical defect qf principle. The 
question then with regard to those who profess 
Christianity and yield no practical obedience io 
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but what is the cause ? The gospel has not been 
preached to it. Speak not of the decrees of God. 
Whateyer be thought of them they can never 
fumbh an excuse for disobeying the command of 
God. It has been said that the effectual enlighten- 
ing of the world with the beams of divine truth 
must be as independent of human effort sM the 
rising of the sun. And that is a truth in its own 
connexion never to be forgotten, for it is God's part 
of the work ; but man has his part assigned him to 
perform likewise — namely, to call upon the nations 
to awake and behold the light-^-saying, '* Arise — 
be enlightened, for thy light is come and ,the glory 
of the Lord b risen upon thee." 

I have elsewhere argued that we may safely 
leave God to vindicate his own prerogative to con- 
vert the nations to himself. He will not give his 
glory to another, nor share it with even his most 
eminent servants ; and they have no reason to fear 
(the very idea is presumptuous) that their efforts 
will render the power of God less manifest. There 
was trial made for four thousand years of what the 
wisdom of the world could do to improve human 
nature. Philosophy and civilization, and all the 
resources of human genius were expended without 
effect ; they utterly failed in turning man from sin 
to righteousness, but the " foolishness of God ac* 
complished it." The preaching of the cross, de- 
rided by the Greek, and stumbled at by tbe Jew, 
was the power of God to salvation. But God still 
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retains in his own hands the prerogative of making 
this doctrine effectual to the saWation of them that 
hear it ; and only eternity perhaps will fully ex- 
plain why generations of missionaries were suffered 
to labour almost without success — why societies 
and churches brought all their energies to bear year 
after year upon the work of evangelizing the world 
without accomplishing the object, except to a very 
limited extent. But one reason of this — if we may 
without presumption suppose it, may be — that when 
the Spirit is at length poured out as floods upon 
the dry ground, and nations are born in a day, all 
the world may see in that glorious advancement of 
the kingdom of Christ a grand illustration of the 
principle, that it is '' not of him that willeth, nor 
of him that runneth, but of God, who sheweth 
mercy/' 

I am yours, Sec, 



LETTER XL 

ON MINISTERIAL FAITHFULNESS TO CANDI- 
DATES FOR MISSIONARY SERVICE. 

My dear Friend, 
A YOUNG man, whose mind is turning toward 
the ministry must think himself happy if he enjoys 
the privilege of having recourse for consultation 
and advice to a judicious friend ; and tutors, 
minbters, and intelligent private christians ought 
to consider the influence they may possess over any 
young person of this description as a valuable 
talent. It gives them opportunities of usefulness 
which ought to be most anxiously improved ; for 
the amount of good they may do in this way, may 
extend far beyond the immediate advantage which 
the young friend or pupil may derive from their at- 
tentions. I can scarcely conceive of any circum- 
stances in which the christian solicitude of a 
minister or tutor is likely to meet with a richer 
reward than when it is employed in directing, en- 
couraging, and watching over one who is aspiring 
to the ministry of the gospel, whether in a heathen 
or christian country. When a judicious christian 
friend takes such a young man aside, and enters 
with him into close, affectionate and instructive 
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conversationy incalculable is the good that aiay 
result to the individual from the views and impres* 
sions of his future work which he may thus acquire. 
I believe it is the complaint, in most cases, even of 
the most serious young men, that their minds 
are too little affected with the awfulness and re- 
sponsibility of the vocation they have in prospect, 
and that they labour often, as they suppose almost 
in vain, to have their minds more deeply imbued 
with feelings and sentiments suitable to the solemn 
engagements to which they look forward. O how 
such minds would value the condescending attention 
and counsel of an experienced christian friend; 
how would the tender anxiety, suitable cau- 
tions, faithfril admonitions, and stimulating ex- 
hortations of a venerated -minister tend to awaken 
and keep alive the best impressions in the mind 
of the young candidate for the sacred office. But 
if such intercourse might prove so advantageous to 
the most serious and devoted, how much more 
needful to others of a lighter cast of mind. Be- 
sides, such private intercourse would afford the finest 
opportunities of acquiring an accurate acquaint- 
ance with the character of the individual, and 
enable the wise and experienced instructor to 
adapt his strain of address and general behaviour 
towards his pupil in the way most likely to profit 
him. Is the young man apparently light and su* 
perficial in his views of the real nature of his 
contemplated work — its duties — difficulticB — < 
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with this one thing which is as importaat as it is 
obvious : namely, that when young men cease to 
be students^ in the sense of residing at a seminary 
of learning, they are not to cease to be students in 
the sense of pursuing the study of every truly useful 
branch of knowledge as they have ability and oppor- 
tunity. They must study to retain what tiiey have 
learned, and be continually adding to their stores; 
and more especially they must consider themselves 
to l^ always learners in what relates to their minis- 
terial work — ^the knowledge of the Scriptures — of 
their own hearts, and of the duties they ovre to 
those over whom the Holy Ghost may make them 
overseers. It was a most important, and to all 
ministers a most instructive, reason assigned by the 
apostles for the appointment of deacons in the 
church at Jerusalem — that we may give oursehes 
amtiniuilly to prayer and to the ministry of the 
vxnrd. With this corresponds the charge of Paul to 
Timothy, *' Give thyself wholly to these things;" 
and again, ^^ Give thyself to reading, to medita- 
tion, to prayer ; continue in them, for in doing this 
thou shalt both save thyself and them that hear 
thee." 

It would be easy to say much on such a subject, 
but I close with one remark more as to the value 
and importance of a faithful and judicious friend 
to a young man of the description referred to in 
this letter. There are some points to be decided as 
to fitness for the work which the individual himself 
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is best acquainted with ; such as the parity of his 
motives^ the sincerity of his professionSy the reality 
of his desire for the work, and his unreserved de* 
votion to it. But most other things must be 
left with his friends to decide. He cannot be 
supposed capable of forming a correct estimate 
of *his intellectual rank, nor of the view others 
take of his general character : self-conceit or true 
humility equally disqualify for judging correctly on 
all such matters. 

It follows, therefore, that the duty of advising, 
encouraging, dissuading, reproving, should be per- 
formed by the minister, tutor, or other friend, with 
the most conscientious diligence and faithfulness. 
Nothing is more mischievous than the false delicacy 
or tenderness which witliholds needful warning or 
reproof; and, on the part of the young pupil or 
friend, nothing is more likely to retard \A progress 
in the acquisition of that which b of the first 
moment for his true advantage, than a disposition to 
despise or take offence at the faithful admonitions 
of an experienced christian. In short, these things 
ought to be matter of conscience both with the 
teachers and the taught. If the reprover is counted 
an enemy because he tells the truth, or if he be 
restrained from the performance of his duty from 
the fear of meeting with such a return — if the re- 
proved is secretly convinced of the truth of the 
severe but friendly words of one who seeks his 
good, yet practically disregards them, in all these 
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cases there must be self-condemnatioa. The au- 
thority of conscience may be slighted for a season, 
and principles of action in opposition to it may 
bear sway ; but in every such case there must be 
the inward consciousness of having cooiinitted 
wrong. The accusation is lodged, and no power 
on eartb is able to withdraw or to cancel it. The 
man, on the contrary, who has the testimony of a 
good conscience, has within him a spring of happi- 
ness which the hand of misfortune cannot touch — 
safe from the power of every enemy, and proof 
against all the vicissitudes of time. This happiness 
is an earnest of the heavenly blessedness, as the 
good conscience itself is the pledge of acquittal in 
the day of final judgment : it is a token of the 
approbation of God, and that contains in it the 
essence of all felicity. 

I am yours, &c. 



LETTER XII. 



ON APATHY TO THE EXTENT OF THE CLAIMS 
OF THE HEATHEN WORLD. 

My dear Friend, 
In a missionary sermon, preached about forty 
years ago before the society in Scotland for propa- 
gating christian knowledge, the following passage 
occurs : '' To a dark and benighted world at large 
our efforts cannot extend : new arrangements of 
providence alone can pave the way for its con- 
version. But while we feel for the unhappy situ- 
ation of the vast multitudes of our fellow-creatures 
remaining in ignorance and idolatry, and lament 
our incapacity to bring them relief, let us humbly 
and earnestly recommend them to the compassion- 
ate regards of the great universal Parent. Let us 
plead with him as arguments his respect to his own 
glory, and to the best interests of his rational off- 
spring ; — let us plead with him his own truth and 
faithfulness in fulfilling his promises, that by 
methods known tp his infinite wisdom he would 
enlighten the dark places of the earth with the 
pure light of evangelical truth, and hasten the 
happy time foretold when tb^ dominion of Christ 
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shall extend ' from sea to sea, and from the river 

i to the ends of the earth.' "* 

I 

I have quoted this passage because I consider it 
as 'expressing the sentiments of a class of persons 
among us still very numerous, although , I would 
fain hope, decidedly on the decrease. Much has 
been said and written on missionary subjects since 
the date of the discourse from which the above ex- 
tract is taken ; but not enough, it would seem, to 
convince some of their duty in reference to this 
point — ^the duty of making greater exertions and 
greater sacrifices for the spread of the gospel. 

The leading sentiment of the passage under 
review is obvious enough ; but all its bearings may 
not be at once perceived. With a view to expose 
the real nature and tendency of it, I beg leave to 
offer a few remarks. 

Whilst the notion is entertained that our 
efforts cannot extend to '' a dark and benighted 
world at large,'' there may be the full admissioa 
that so to extend them, were it possible, would be 
a noble and christian enterprise; — one in which 
every true christian should rejoice, and assist as far 
as in' his power. But the attempt is too great ! 

The words I have quoted are immediately pre- 
ceded by an inference drawn from the adaptation 



* Kemp's sermon, entitled " The Gospel adapted to the 
State and Circumstances of Men." Scotch Preacherj 
vol. iv. p. 281. 
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of the gospel to the state and circamstances of man, 
to this effect — '' that to extend the knowledge, and 
to promote the influence of this divine system' are 
the noblest objects of human benevolence." Bat 
alas ! with such objects for the exercise of benevo- 
lence, and such a field as the world for the display 
of it, unfortunately for ** humanity," they are be- 
yond its reach! The scheme is impracticable. 
The world is too benighted; and our means of 
enlightening it are too limited to permit us to in- 
dulge the hope that any efforts of ours can be 
brought to bear with effect upon ^* the world at 
large." " New arrangements of providence alone 
can pave the way for its conversion !" and with 
thi9 sentiment we fold our hands, and sit down, 
thinking that we are absolved from all obligation 
to concern ourselves any ^euther about the matter ! 
The rest of the paragraph is much in the same 
spirit with the pious expressions of the rich man 
who dismisses the starving be^itf from his door 
with ** God help you, poor man !" instead of giving 
him the alms he can very well afford. " Let us 
humbly and earnestly recommend them to the com- 
passionate regards of the great universal Parent : 
let us plead with him, as arguments, his respect to 
his own glory, and to the best interests of his 
rational c^pring." Compare with this James ii. 
15, 16. '^ If a brother or a sister be naked and 
destitute of daily food, and one of you say unto 
them. Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled ; 
notwithstanding ye give them not those things 
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which are needful to the body, what doth it profit ? 
Even wi faith if it hath not works is dead being 
alone." Now I leave you to judge what is the 
worth of that faith which ''pleads with God his 
own truth and faithfulness in fulfilling his pro- 
mises; that by methods known to his infinite 
wisdom he would enlighten the dark places of the 
earth with the pure light of evangelical truth ," &c. 
The deceptive and pernicious sentiment which lurks 
behind this fair shew of concern for God's glory is, 
that it is God's work and not ours — ^that it is for 
him to see to it ; and, although we must feel for 
the unhappy situation of the vast multitudes of our 
fellow-creatures remaining in ignorance and idol- 
atry, it is not ouf fault that these evils are not re- 
moved ! Such a prayer, accompanied with corres- 
ponding " works of faith and labours of love" for 
the relief of the miseries it professes to deplore, 
would be a suitable acknowledgment of the need 
of God's blessing to render human means effectual. 
But when such a prayer is made to supersede all 
efforts^ or offered as an apology for declining them, 
it is, I apprehend, nothing better than a solemn 
insult to the divine Majesty— a compound of 
wretched hypocrisy and impiety. 

I conceive that the sentiment upon which we 
are now animadverting has a most prejudicial 
tendency, although it be not carried so far as to 
paralyze all exertwn whatever — that it operates in. 
a degree in the breasts of many who aid by their 
subscriptions, and it may be, by their general in- 
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flaence and prayers, the cause of missions to the 
heathen. Where its operation is partial, it allows 
the individual to think he has done enough when 
he has done a little ; whereas a right perception 
of duty on this point would forbid him to think he 
had done enough, so long as by any means whatever 
he could contrive to do more. 

It is unnecessary, I should hope, to enter into a 
formal refutation of the opinion that *' to a dark 
and benighted world at large our efforts cannot 
extend/' That opinion is, blessed be God, already 
practicaUy contradicted. The undertakings of mis- 
sionary societies that have sprung up since Mr. Kemp 
preached the sermon referred to, circumscribed as 
their attempts have hitherto been , shew that christians 
are deterred neither by distance of place nor extent 
of population from embarking in missions to any part 
of the world. They distinctly recognize the prin- 
ciple that " the world at large " is the object of 
their efforts. However disproportionate in point 
of quantity are the means yet in activity or in pre- 
paration for the cultivation of the moral soil — '' the 
field is the toorld." 

But the very magnitude of the object occasions a 
kind of despondency. Many would enter with 
all their soul into some scheme of benevolence of 
more limited extent, where the evils to be removed 
or alleviated are immediately in view, and the 
effects of exertion subject to personal observation ; 
but the conversion of the world is an object so 
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vast, so distant, so far beyond our grasp, and tlM 
effect of any exertions of ours, so utterly in- 
significant, that when they are applied to for their 
aid, give their' money with a desponding sigh, 
as if they despaired of any greater effect of human 
exertions, upon the ancient fabric of ignorance and 
idolatry, than might be expected firom throwing so 
many pieces of silver against the walls of a mate- 
rial fabric of stone and lime, that had resisted all 
the effects of time for thousands of years. 

When an object is viewed as unattainable, or at 
least not attainable now, except to a very partial 
extent, it is impossible, according to the consti- 
tution of human nature, that men should engage 
with zeal in the pursuit of it. Or if by any means 
they could be induced to begin, they cannot be 
expected to persevere with spirit. On this prin- 
ciple the sentiment against which these remarks 
are directed is, I think, peculiarly reprehensible ; 
for the tendency of it is to repress ail ardour in the 
best of causes ; and the effect of it, so far as it 
operates, is to unnerve the arms of all who are 
engaged in it, and then to justify the state of 
supineness to which it has reduced them. 

In this cause we can do nothing aright unless we 
do all we can. If any one come short of the limits 
of his ability in aiding this cause, he betra]^ a 
criminal indifference which renders all that he does 
accomplish worthless in the sight of God; and how- 
ever it may be overruled for good by Him who can 
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make ' the Inkewarmness as well as ifae wrath of 
man to praise him ; yet such a qpirit, considned m 
itself, must be regarded by infinite purity and 
LOVB, with the loathing oocasi<med by that which 
is neither cold nor hot. 

I take it for granted then, in oppositaoii to the 
sentiment of the sermon, that to the world at laree 
the efforts of christians can extend ; at least in the 
same sens6 in which the merchant can carry his 
goods, and the soldier his arms to every part of the 
world j t. e. they can if they witt ; and therefore 
the only impossibility in the case resolves itself 
into our own unwillingness to obey a plain com- 
mand, to fulfil an imperious duty; and this is the 
simple view in which the subject ought to be con- 
templated. 

I repeat then that in attending to this duty we 
have not done enough ; so long as by any means 
whatever we might contrive to do more. Let this 
view of the matter but possess the mind of chris- 
tians generally ; let the friends of missions bring 
the amount of their exertions into fair comparison 
with the claims that are made upon them ;*• let one 
and all of them be penetrated with the convicticm 
.that they have not yet done all they might. Let 
them faithfully act up to these convictions, and I 
will be bold to predict that in the course of a very 
short period the missionary world will wear a 
very different face. There will be a i^nrit and 
an activity, and a devotedness in the work in 
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all its branches, which we have never yet ^wit- 
Aessed. 

Perhaps the author of the discourse modified the 
expression of his views as to the conversion of the 
heathen world, in order to make his argument tell 
with greater effect upon the immediate object of 
the society, whose cause he was advocating ; for 
he says, *' Although by good wishes and prayers 
alone, we can express our christian benevolence to 
the infidel world at large, yet on behalf of certain 
corners of it we may certainly employ more Tui^tive 
and more immediate exertions. To the remote, un- 
cultivated, untutored districts of our own country 
in particular, we may ; and every principle of reli- 
gion and every feeling of humanity call upon as to 
send relief by such means as are within our power." 

Now I beg you to observe here three things, 
1st. It is admitted, to be " a duty, enforced by 
every principle of religion and every feeling of hu- 
manity, to send relief to the necessitous by such 
means as are in our power." 2nd — ^That we can ex- 
press this benevolence to the world at lai^ by good 
wishes and prayers alone. And 3rd — That there- 
fore, it is our duty in effect to confine our exertions 
within certain geographical boundaries. Now I 
maintain that the middle term of this syllogism is 
a mere assumption, instead of a thing rigidly proved, 
and we have already seen that it is utterly false, 
consequently the conclusion falls to the ground. 
But I appeal to you whether the effect of such a 
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representatioD of the nature and extent of their 
duty to a christian congregation, would not he (if 
they admitted the correctness of the preacher's 
statements) to make them feel fairly delivered 
from all obligation to extend their practical bene- 
volence beyond the limited bounds he had been 
pleased to prescribe. 

There can be no question as to the claims of our 
immediate neighbours, our countrymen, upon our 
compassion; but their claims are not exclusive of that 
of our '' brethren" the Hindoos, or the Cailres, or 
the cannibals of New Zealand ; and surely the man 
incurs an awful responsibility who takes upon him, 
by presenting to his hearers partial views of duty, to 
absolve them from the obligation to listen to the 
command of Christ to go into all thb world 
and preach the gospel to every creature. For such 
in effect is the doctrine of the sermon before us. 

You know too well the present state of things 
in many religious circles, in various parts of our 
native country, to reckon this an obsolete discus- 
sion. Would that the evil had been confined to 
the date of the sermon, or had at least terminated 
with the eighteenth century! But I am afraid 
that many ministers, who, we may hope, know and 
love the truth, treat the subject of evangelising the 
world (at least as to any practical purpose) as a 
subject which may very consistently be let alone. 
When they do allude to it, they will own that they 
ought to give it their " good wishes and prayers;" 
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but it is rather by their silence upon the subject — 
by their allowing it to be lost sight of and forgot- 
ten^ that they tacitly authorize their people (so far 
as their authority may go) to view it as a matter 
they may safely leave alone — as, in short, no con- 
cern of theirs. 

I cannot account, upon any principle more favour- 
able to the parties concerned, for the state of dor- 
mancy in which many congregations and churches 
still remain, in regard to a cause which to all 
christians ought to be so dear and important. I 
know that there are many noble exceptions to this 
evangelical apathy (shall I call it?) ; and were all 
the churches, were all christians to do as some of 
them do, that is, to the utmost stretch of their 
means, this censure would be without an object 
But alas ! it is not so. The capabilities of the 
christian public are matter of numerical calculation, 
and, muqh as some do, the amount of all that is 
done, is but a small fraction of what, accord- 
ing to . a very moderate computation, might be 
effected. I have now in my eye their pecuniary 
capabilities; but what shall we think or 'what 
shall we ^y of their ability to furnish men ? How 
many fit men do all the churches of Great Britain 
and Ireland furnish annually to go out as mission- 
aries to the heathen ? Is it the fact that not one 
church in a hundred, actually sends out a single 
missionary ? Is it a fact that thousands of christian 
churches meet week after week, and year after 
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year, for the observance of the ordinances of 
Christ, and that it never occurs to one of all these 
multitudes of professing christians, and is never 
once suggested to them by their pastors, Hiat there 
may be some individuals among them who should 
go as messengers of mercy to their heathen bre- 
thren ? If this is the fact, I leave you to draw the 
inference. Guilt lies somewhere. ' Is there not 
ground for addressing such bodies of professing 
christians, in words origitfally spoken in reference 
to another subject, ** Now, therefore, there is ut- 
terly a fault among you.'' 

On this I shall not now enlarge, but I would 
ask. If such has been, and is the state of things in 
many christian churches, ought they to remain so? 
It is high time for all whom it concerns to consider 
this question.r And unless they can justify flieir 
neglect of the heathen, let them repent, pr^y for 
forgiveness, and seek grace to ** walk henceforth in 
all the conunandments and ordinances of the Lord 
blameless." 

Within the period that has elapsed since the 
publication of the sermon now commented on, the 
greater number of the existing missionary societies 
date their commencement. Many foreign missions 
have been undertaken, and a degree of bnsiness- 
like activity and system characterizes the operations 
of most of them ; and their exertions God has been 
pleased to honour in many instances with an en- 
couraging measure of success. 
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But it should be observed, that while christian 
benevolence has taken a wider range of exertion, 
and is now travelling to the ends of the earth, it 
has not been absorbed by these foreign operations. 
Christian zeal and benevolence have opened new 
channels for themselves at home also, and are flowing 
in various directions through the length and breadth 
of the land. Consequently the christian world is 
not now pursuing, with undivided attention, either 
the propagation of the gospel aniong heathen na- 
tions, or the enlightening of the dark and long 
neglected corners of our own country. Both have 
a share of attention. And these two great classes 
of objects, the foreign and the domestic, are agaio 
subdivided into various minor classes, so that there 
is a great variety of benevolent objects now demand- 
ing the support of the christian public. 

Bjyt in this state of things, there is more need 
than ever to sound the alarm in the ears of pro- 
fessors, lest, deceived by this appearance of multi- 
plied and diversified activity in doing good, they 
become deaf and callous to the cries and miseries of 
those to whom they have yet afforded no relief; — 
lest, thinking only of what they are doing, they 
forget that there is something they are not doing, 
and which nevertheless ought to be done. 

Is it not matter of notoriety, that many when the 
claims of the missionary cause are pressed upon 
them, crave to be excused lending their aid, on 
the ground that they assist some other benevolent 
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and religious institution? This, to say the least of 
it, is surely making the performance of one duty 
the reason for neglecting another. To propagate 
the gospel wherever there are human beings to re- 
ceive its glad tidings, is either the duty of chris- 
tians or it is not. If it be the duty of one it is the 
duty of all, according to their ability. But in the 
case supposed the plea in effect is inability, I 
grant that a^ poor man who may give his mite to 
one object, may not be able to give to two or more, 
and in his case the plea is valid. But I am sup- 
posing the plea of inability to be urged upon insuf- 
ficient grounds, and the pittance of charity be- 
stowed on one beggar, made a pretence to send 
away twenty, unpitied and unhelped. 

Let me suppose for the sake of illustration, that 
in time of war, it were put to the patriotism of the 
people to furnish voluntarily the necessary contin- 
gent for prosecuting the war with vigour, there is 
good ground to conclude that in multitudes of in- 
stances there would be the attempt to evade alto- 
gether the payment of the smallest fraction to- 
wards the expenses of the war ; and in another 
immense number of instances there would be the 
attempt to answer the demand made upon their 
generosity and public spirit, by the payment of a 
sum far below the due proportion to be expected 
from persons in their respective circumstances. But 
all the while these persons would wish to be 
thought lovers of their country, and contributors to 
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its defence and aggrandisement as far as they wert 
able. Suppose now, that instead of leaving the 
matter to the optional contributions of the people, 
a l^vy were imposed upon all, proportioned as far 
as could be ascertained to their means, would Dot 
this tax in thousands of cases fall much heavier 
than the people, when left to their own view 
of the duty, thought they were able to sustain ? I 
may here repeat a text quoted before : '' The 
children of this world are wiser in their generatioo 
than the children of light." Human governmeDts 
do not leave it to their subjects to determine how 
much each shall contribute to the purposes of the 
state ; for if they did, imbecility, inaction, and de- 
rangement of the whole political machine would 
soon be the consequence. 

We would not have the expenses necessary for 
carrying on the war against the empire of darkness, 
to be imposed in the shape of a tax upon the sub 
jects of the kingdom of Christ ; but till they are 
generally roused to more adequate conceptions of 
the amount of means requisite, and become more 
conscientious in doing and sacrificing what they can, 
it is easy to see that, so far as human agency is 
concerned, the contest may be indefinitely pro- 
tracted^ and the enemy continue to laugh at the 
irresolute measures, unwise counsels, languid zeal. 
cowardice, and imbecility of the confederated, or 
rather divided, christian world. 

Turn now to the matter of fact. To subdue the 



143 

whole heathen world to the obedience of Christ, 
the combined energies of all the christians in tiie 
world are equal to the maintenance of an anny of 
five or six hundred men.* No wonder that they 
are ready to sink under the burden of supporting 
this immense body of forces. It is some comfort 
to think, however, that the enemy must soon be 
overpowered by such a host, and therefore the 
oppressive duty of maintaining it is but for a short 
season ! I feel that this is not a subject for irony, 
but I know not in what way I can better express 
the feeling of shame and sorrow which the contem- 
plation of this subject excites. It is indeed morti- 
fying to think that the christian world can do so 
little, if it can do no more than has been done ; and 
it is not less mortifying, if it can do more, thai it 
does it not. 

I will not repeat the humbling comparisons that 
have been made between the amount of the annual 
receipts of our benevolent societies, and the receipts 
of one of our London theatres for a short season ; 

* It is true that the separate sodeties which devote their 
funds to the translating, printing and distributing of the 
scriptures, and other societies, not strictly flnsnonory, are 
supported by the christian public. These furnish the mis- 
sionary (to carry on the figure) with arms and ammu- 
nition — and may be supposed included in the view we are 
taking of the hostile operations now going on against the 
prince of this world. Let therefore the whole accumu- 
lation of means be kept in view. There is, alas, no need to 
hide some part of the means used in order to make the 
amount appear small. 
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the outfit and provisioning for a few months of one 
of our ships of war, or the equipment of a small 
armament for the protection or conquest of some 
insignificant island ; but one thing I will say, if 
we improve not the present advantages which the 
favourable situation of political affairs, the flourish- 
ing state of our commerce, and the extent and 
credit of our foreign relations, put within our reach, 
God in his righteous providence may soon deprive 
us of them all ; and the news from England and 
India that have just reached us, put a new em- 
phasis on this consideration. 

To conclude then, what if the directors of our 
missionary societies should make a demand for 
supplies adequate to the equipment and mainte- 
nance of four times the number of missionaries at 
present in actual service, would the demand meet 
with a refusal as a thing impossible ? or, might it 
be accomplished ? By a determined renunciatioB 
of a few superfluities — by retrenching a few fashion- 
able luxuries — by the sacrifice of a little taste and 
a little empty pleasure, it might. This must be 
obvious to any one who chooses to reflect upon 
the subject, and that not to four times but to ten 
times the amount of the present si^ale of opera- 
tion? 

Then why is the thing not done ? Either be- 
cause the object is not of sufficient importance to 

justify such sacrifices — or 

I leave you to supply the rest.- 

I am yours^ &c. 



LETTER XIII. 



ON THE BEST MEANS OF CONVINCING THE 
HEATHEN OF THE TRUTH OF CHRISTIANITY. 

My dear Friend, 

The difficulty of proving to the heathen the truth 
of Christianity is a subject which has often engaged 
my thoughts. I have also endeavoured to elicit 
the sentiments of others as to the best method of 
setting the evidences of the truth before the mind 
of an unbeliever, but hitherto have met with 
nothing altogether satisfactory. I now offer you 
a few observations on the subject, more for the 
purpose of setting the difficulties connected with it 
in their true light than as containing a complete 
solution of them. 

The evidences of the truth of the christian reli- 
gion are various and abundant; they are sufficient 
to carry fall conviction to the mind of any one 
capable of appreciating the force of them. But the 
historical evidences are from their very nature ill 
adapted for popular conviction ; they are beyond 
the reach of the great mass of the people ; and the 
internal evidences cannot be felt or uiidentood by 
those who have no personal experience of the 

H 
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power of the truth on their own hearts, and who 
have no living examples of it before their eyes. The 
evidence from miracles (now that miraculous 
powers have ceased) resolves itself into the testi- 
mony borne to the miracles of the first age of chris- 
tianity, but the truth of that testimony the heathen 
may be supposed to have no means of ascertaininf. 
Thus the great mass of evidence comprehended 
under these three divisions is almost wholly in- 
accessible to the heathen world. That christianitT 
was attested by miracles-^that the commencemeiB 
of the christian dispensation was the close and ti» 
fulfilment of a prior economy of miracles that bd 
subsisted from the very infancy of the world — tbit 
the success of chrbtianity by such instruments a5 
its first disciples, and in such circumstances as cha- 
racterized that era, is itself a most stupead<Hi» 
miracle — that the concurrent voice of ancient his- 
tory, the testimony of enemies as well as friends, 
confirm the truth of the principal facts recorded it 
our scriptures — that these scriptures, as we nov 
have them, are the genuine and unadulterated 
records of divine revelation, handed dow^n to us 
through a long succession of ages — that the cha- 
racter Christianity claims is established by the 
effects it has produced in millions of instances, 
in turning sinners from darkness to light and froni 
the power of Satan unto God — that this evideno 
is continually accumulating by the additioii 
making to the number of its believers who ** har 
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the witness in themselyes"— *that the purity of its 
precepts, the sublimity of its doctriues, the holy 
spirit it breathes^ the evils it cures, the joy and 
peace it bestows, the glory it reveals, the oonsis* 
tency of all its parts, its being so worthy of God, 
and so suitable to the state of man, all, all bear 
witness for it as a revelation not of earthly ori§^ — 
that it comes from God and is ** truth and no lie." 
This, and much more than all this, die heathen in 
the first instance can neither appreciate not believe ; 
they may have the bare testimony of the misnonary 
who addresses them on such subjects that Chris- 
tianity is supported *' by many in&llible proofe," 
but they labour under a total incapacity of ex- 
amining them. It is true that much of the charac- 
ter here given to Christianity might be learned from 
an attentive and intelligent perusal of its sacred 
records ; but this is supposing a degree of candour 
of mind and interest in the subject which it is too 
much to suppose the heathen to possess. They 
have a religion of their own, and they demand at 
the very outset some proof of the truth of the new 
lystem proposed to them before they will think it 
worth their while to give it any farther attention. 

Missionaries, when they begin, to address them- 
lelves to a heathen population on the subject of 
religion, are often called upon to give some visible 
)ign or demonstration of the truth, as the only con- 
lition upon which they can expect to be listened 
to and believed. Could the missionary perform 

h2 
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nirades in oonfirmation of his doctrine, as the 
apostles and other christians of the primitiye age 
had the power of doing, the matter would be in- 
stantly set at rest : no better attestation could be 
giTen, and no more could reasonably be demanded. 
Though there might still remain in the breasts of 
the heathen all the resistance of the carnal mind 
to the pure, humbling and spiritual doctrines of 
the Bible, diere would be little room for cavil 
against the troth of the ** strange things brought to 
their ears." 

But as no christian missionaries, at least none 
deserving of the nsune, now pretend to the posses- 
sion of miraculous gifts, and must meet opposers 
and objectors on other ground, it becomes a serious 
question how th^ may best accomplish the task of 
setting before the heathen the gospel, accompanied 
with such prooiis or arguments in its favour as may 
be convincing alike to the mde and savage, and to 
the refined and civilized worshipper of idols. 

After what I have said at the beginning of this 
letter you will not suppose that I pretend to dictate 
to missionaries how they ought to proceed in this 
case. I conceive that missionaries ought to be 
mesk capable of wielding the weapons of their own 
war&pe ; for k would be an ungracious supposition 
indeed, to suppose men sent out in the character of 
evangelists to instruct heathen nations so ill quali- 
fied lor encountering the arguments of an acute 
heathMi inteUect, or the captious objections of a 
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nettled and deprared heathen ksart^ as to be bob- 
plussed at the very first ons^ But the remarks 
now made on the difficulty of reaching conviction 
to a heathen mind upon the first principles of the 
christian scheme, and the consequent necessity of 
the christian instructor being prepared to do jastice 
to the cause of truth, and to bring it off with 
honour when assailed by a cunning and detennined 
adversary, may serve as a corroborative argument 
to what I have said in another letter upon the 
*' qualifications of missionaries/' 

I remark then that it b vain to expect that any 
heathen can obtain conviction of the truth of 
Christianity without a due degree of attention to the 
subject You may place an object in the clear 
light of the noon-day sim, but in order to any man's 
perceiving it he must turn his eye npon it. It may 
be boldly declared to any inquirer that proofii of 
the truth of cluristiamty are at hand if he will but 
attend to them, and that tiiey are sufficient to 
satisfy him of the truth of its pretensions unless he 
ahiit his mind against conviction. A willingness to 
be convinced is essential to the character of a 
candid inquirer after truth ; and to be deceived in 
a subject of so much moment as religion, is a thing 
so much to be dreaded, that there ought to be the 
utmost seriousness and attention brought to ^e inr 
vestigation of. it. Such ideas strongly pressed 
upon the mind of a heathen, aocomfAnied with 
hints as to the most palpable errors of his own 
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systeiiiy may, by the blessing of God, dispose bim 
to allow some weigbt to tbe arguments that may 
then be laid before him for the truth of the chris- 
tian system. 

These ai^^uments are various, and must of course 
be presented in a shape adapted to meet the pecu- 
liar state of mind, opinions, practices, and habito 
of the individual ; and of all this the missionary 
must be the judge. 

The following ^ave occurred to me as a few of 
such arguments, and they are more or less appli- 
cable to all the varieties of heathen systems in the 
world. 

(1.) All men, whatever may be their distinction 
of birth, country, rank, or profession, are on a 
level in the sight of God. A religion therefore 
which comes from God will treat men as naturally 
equal, and as all standing in the same relation to 
him. *It will not raider salvation easier for the 
rich than for the poor — for tbe wise than for the 
unwise — ^for the learned than for the ignorant. 
Your religion b not such a system ; christianty is. 

(2.) Man is conscious of his sinfulness ; his con- 
science condemns him : and consequently, if he does 
not altogether banish reflection, must be afraid of 
death and all that follows it. A religion that 
comes from God must be fitted to quell such fears 
in all its true disciples — give them peace and hope 
ia the proqpect of eternity, and that upon solid, in- 
telligible, satisfactory grounds. * Your system 
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cannot dissipate such fears ; it cannot yield such a 
hope ; Christianity does. 

(3.) The dictates of natural reason when calmly 
listened to testify of a Oad, and conclude him to 
be a perfect being, essentially good as well as infi- 
nitely great, and infinitely wise. A religion there- 
fore which comes fe>m him must correspond ^vith 
this idea: a revelation from himself must fill up 
the faint outline. The christian revelation does so : 
yours is at utter variance with it. 

(4.) The soul of man is capable of endless hap - 
piness ; and that a happiness adapted to its spirit- 
ual nature, which for want of better terms may be 
called intellectual and moral happiness. A true 
revelation will represent the future state^ of hap- 
piness it promises to its followers as consisting of 
enjoyments corresponding to the spiritual nature of 
the soul — a state of intellectual and moral per- 
fection. Suck is the heaven the christian revela- 
tion makes known. To such a heaven it leads 
believers; for mch a heaven it prepares them**— a 
heaven of purity and love and blessedness derived 
immediately from God himself. Your heaven 
consists of sensual gratifications, the indulgence of 
base appetite and passions. 

(6.) Man's existence on earth is but fpr a limited 
period, a few years; but his future existence is 
endless. The interests of eternity therefore are of 
infinitely greater importance than those of time. 
A religion that has come from God will accordingly 
deal with men chiefly as immortal creatures, and 
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heathen may hate it or despiseit, or cavil against it ; 
but this b the grand theme upon which the chris- 
tian missionary will delight to dwelL This is the 
teaching God will bless to the conversion of sio- 
ners. It is indeed emphatically ** the word to the 
heart/' which heals and wounds and renovates it 
The love of Ckrut may be exhibited in bright and 
striking relief, against the scowling personifications 
of malice, cruelty-'-^terror, and every abomination, 
which form the objects of the worship and fear of 
the deluded votaries of heathenism. 

The contrast drawn by a late excellent author, 
between Christianity and mahometism may here 
be quoted as exhibiting the argument for the for- 
mer, arbing from its holy and heavenly character. 
" Were all men eon$istent mahometans/' says the 
author, " all would be sensual, selfish, ambitious, 
deceitful, * malignant, having a form of godliness 
but denying the power of it. Were all men com- 
sUteiU christians, all would be piety, purity, bumi- 
lity, integrity, disinterested, liberal, self-denying 
love. The earth would be full of happiness, ap 
proximating to that of heaven, and preparing for it; 
and without any effort to induce them, men would 
every where beat their swords into plough shares, 
and their spears into pruning hooks, and would 
learn war no more."* What is here said oC 

* ReT. T. Scott's Answer to Rabbi CrM's Restoratios 

of Israel. 
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mahometism is equaUy trae of heatheniniy cmlj 
the contrast might be' rendered more strikiiig hj 
still farther deepening the shades of the system 
of fals^oody by addii^ all die epitfaets of evil 
enumerated in Rom. i. 29 — 31; for the unre- 
strained indulgence of every evil passion is the 
natural fruit of systems, which substitute in oae 
form or other outward observances for moral 
righteousness ; which in many instances directly ett- 
courage sin, and in others hold out that encourage- 
ment by offering the pardon of the most enormoos 
offences at the easy rate of an offering to their 
bloody gods, or a gift to the priests. 

It is not enou^ to say that the false religions of 
the world are not incompatible with the wicked 
lives of their professed followers; they actually 
render the unhappy beings who adhere to iSbem 
more wicked and more wretched than otherwise 
they might have been. The direct contrary of all 
this b true of Christianity. 

Perhaps we are not warranted to expect ihal 
Christianity shall ever be absolutely universal^ in 
the sense of every individual upon earth being a 
true christian. But what a prions scene would it 
be if every christian, wherever he went should find 
a brother and a friend. The purity and love, and 
devotion, and happiness of heaven would be 
realized upon earth. This is a most transc^id' 
ently pleasing and glorious prospect* Now, I 
ask, how does this idea bear upon the question 
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of the truth of cbrbtianity? To my mind ills a 
•most striking proof of the truth of a system 
that the imiyersal prevalence of it would neces- 
sarily produce so heavenly a degree of all that 
is beautiful and desirablei and holy and happy. 

Apply the same test to mahometisBa, and 1 
shrink from it. A world full of mahDmetaDs, 
would still be a world full of sin and misery. 

Apply the test to any system of heathenisn. 
Suppose that system to become universal, and the 
world would still most emphatically be a iprorld of 
sin and misery! The judicious missionary vfill not 
fail to make good use of this argument, and there 
are occasions which enable him to bring it home 
with striking effect; and there are minds, ctcb 
among the heathen, quite accessible to this naode of 
argumentation. Their rea3on will admit the just 
ness of the statement, however much their hearti 
may rebel against the obvious oondusion, aad their 
habits present a firm resistance to its pnoetical in- 
fluence. 

But it is needless to attempt to pcnnt out aay 
general method of convincing Uie heathen of the 
truth of Christianity. The particiilar manner of 
dealing with modest inquirers, (^villing^t>b|ecton, 
insinuating artful disputants, and open fewrl^ss op- 
posers, must be left to the missionary himself; and 
he would be ill qualified for the office he as- 
sumes as a teacher of Christianity among the hea- 
then, were he unqualified to meet all these varietiii 
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of unbelievers^ and unable "by sound doctrine, 
both to exhort and convince the gainsayers." 

But this suggests the necessity of niianonaries 
having their minds and keartt especially prepared 
for this difficult branch of their duty. Their en* 
trance among the heathen, their gaining a favour* 
able ear, their being heard out, their success in 
exciting inquiry, or even opposition — all this 
mainly depends, under God, upon their acting 
wisely in their intercourse with the heathen, and 
that from the very first. And how are they to do 
this ? I think the great secret lies in our holding 
« fast the faithful word as we have been taoght.'' 
In other words, having the gospel in our hearts ; 
feeling its vital warmth, being all alive to its inesti* 
mable worth, to our own happiness, and its indis- 
pensable necessity to the happimess of the sinners 
we address, as yet ignorant of it, destitute of its 
blessings, and blind to its glories. 

Indeed not merely for a missionary, but for 

every christian, the grand secret 9f knovring how 

to behave in every situation, and how to speak in 

every company, is to maintain a spiritual frame of 

mind. This is the effectual check of levity, cen- 

soriousness, vain disputing, and every other evil 

that stains the beauty, and mam the pleasure and 

profit of social intercourse. It is better than a 

thousand maxims. Let the heart be but right, and 

out of its abundance will proceed only that which 

is good. If the heart of the missionary be in this 
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state he will ** watch for souls.'* It is an obvious 
truth, but it cannot be too often repeated, that a 
right disposition of mind is of mighty consequence 
in the proper discharge of the duties of the minis- 
terial work, and I think emphatically so in regard 
to the peculiar situation of a missionary among the 
heathen. In hb intercourse with them they will 
often understand his temper and spirit better than 
his arguments. Or at any rate, if the former do 
not give weight to the latter, they will appear light 
indeed, however sound and logical his reasonings 
may be. " But sanctify the Lord God in your 
hearts, and be ready always to give an answer to 
every one that asketh you a reason of the hope that 
is in you, with meekness and fear, hctoing a good 
omucience" There is a beautiful connection be- 
tween the several parts of this exhortation. 

I vrill just add in connection with this, that the 
meekness of spirit here inculcated has a wonderful 
power over the hearts of all who behold it ; and 
hence it is so often introduced as a grace to be cul- 
tivated vnth unremitting care, and exercised apon 
all possible occasions. '* I therefore the prisoner 
of the Lord beseech you that ye walk worthy of 
the vocation wherewith ye are called with all 
lowliness and meekness" Eph. iv. 2. " Follow after 
faith, love, patience, meekness" 1 Tim. vi. 11. 
This b the exhortation of Paul to a missionary, 
and another is to this effect: '' But the servant of 
the Lord must not strive, but be gentle unto all 
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men, apt to teach, patient, in meekness inalnicting 
them that oppose themselves." 2 Tim. ii. 25. " Pot 
them in mind to be gentle, shewing all 9ieehien 
unto all men.'* Tit. iii. 2. " Put on therefore as 
the elect of God, holy and belored, bowels of mer- 
cies, gentleness, humbleness of mind, Mee/biest." 
Col. iii. 12. 

I am not fond of apologies, but I feel it proper 
when I think of the di£Scult subject I have at- 
tempted to handle in the former part of thb letter, 
and the monitory strain of the close of it, to repeat 
that I disclaim the idea of setting upi as an in- 
structor or monitor to those of whom it would 
better become me to learn. But the communi- 
cations of sentiment, although it consist of nothing 
Fery new or striking, may elicit new trains of 
thought in other minds, which but for such commu- 
nications might haye lain for ever dormant. 
'* Whosoever hath his mind firaught with many 
thoughts, his wits and understandings do clarify and 
break up in the communicating and discoursing 
with another ; he tosseth his thoughts more easily ; 
he marshalleth them more orderly ; he seeth how 
they look when they are turned into words; 
finally, he waxeth wiser than himself; and that 
more by an hour's discourse than by a day's 
meditation." (Bacon.) What is true of discourse 
is in a great degree true of writing ; and I have not 
been altogether without a view to my own improve- 
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ment, in '* turning these thoughta into words," and 
if they serve the purpose of '' a whetstone of your 
wits/' as the same author expresses himself, '' al- 
though they do nothing more, I shall not regret 
having communicated, nor will they be altogether 
useless." Allow me to borrow another illustration 
to the same purpose. ''Two men in a frosty 
season come where they find a company of people 
ready to starve. The one wraps himself up'leat he 
should perish with them. The other in pity falls 
to rub them, that he may recover heat in them, 
and while he laboureth hard to keep them, getteth 
far better heat to himself than his selfish and un- 
profitable companion doth." Baxter. 

Thus much in reference to the subjects of this 
letter, but you may extend the apology if you 
please to all the others I have sent you. 

I am yours. Sic, 



P. S. A former page of this letter would have 
been the proper place for inserting what follows. 
The mode of argumentation which 1 have supposed 
to be necessary in the case of cavilling and pre- 
judiced heathen, is not to be viewed as an attempt 
to remove their objection to the gospel itself ; but 
rather as suited to convince a heathen that it has 
come from God, and is therefore " worthy of all ac- 
ceptation," and if his favourable ear is so far 
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gained, that he listens under this impression , a 
great point is secured. If he admits that there is 
ground to believe the message the missionary deli- 
vers is from God, there is no disputing about the 
terms of the messa«^e itself. 

But as before intimated, the doctrme itself car- 
ries in it strong internal marks of its divine original, 
and while the unbeliever hears, ** he is convinced 
of all, he is judged of all ; and thus the secrets of 
his heart are made manifest, and so, falling down 
on his face, he will worship God, and repeat that 
God is in you of a truth." 

It is of importance to bear in mind that it is^in 
the form of a testimony the gospel is to be pub- 
lished to the heathen. Now the design of pub- 
lishing it is to produce a belief of it9 truth in the 
minds of the hearers. When this b distinctly kept 
sight of, there will scarcely be room for any mate- 
rial error in the manner of presenting the truth 
to the attention of the heathen. But, it may be 
remarked in passing, that this gives a striking view 
of the necessity of the missionary himself being a 
man who clearly understands the import of the 
message he is to deliver. If he mistakes or muti- 
lates his message, he not only leads his hearer 
astray, but obscures and wrongs the gospel itself; 
and in so far as he departs from the genuine spirit 
of it, in so far he lessens the evidence of its truth, 
and increases the difficulty of believing it. 

But this is not all. If he errs in regard to the 
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real terms of the message he delivers, although his 
hearers should believe what he says, theiV faith 
would not be the faith of the gospel. It may be 
one of the many compounds of truth and error 
current in the world, that go under the name of the 
gospel, but which, in various degrees are perver- 
sions and counterfeits of it. 

I merely hint at this in passing, as suggesting 
matter of caution as to the employment of men of 
unsound views; and to missionaries themselves, 
that they study constantly the genuine records of 
truth. The scriptures contain the doctrine they are 
to publish, let them learn it with humility and 
prayer from that source, and they will not err. 



LETTER XIV. 

OK THE REASONS WHICH MAT JUSTIFY QUA- 
LIFIED INDIVIDUALS TO DECLINE THE MI8« 
SIONARY SERVICE. 

My dear Friend, 

What reasons are sufficient to justify an indi* 
yidual qualified for nussionary service, declining 
that service, and spending his days at home ? This 
is a question you will say easier to propose than to 
solve. I am persuaded, however, that the diffi- 
culty attached to the question is not so great as may 
at first sight appear ; and provided you admit the 
assumption upon which I proceed in attempting the 
solution of it, I trust you will he satufied that I 
have drawn a fair and reasonable conclusion. 

It would argue great ignorance of. human nature, 
however, to expect that any solution of such a 
question could prove equally satbfactory to all 
who might consider it : and especially to those who 
might feel themselves more immediately interested 
in it. Qt§oi homines tot aenieniue. The decision 
of practical questions should be an act purely in- 
tellectual — the undisturbed, unbiassed woHl of the 
judgment. The passions can be safely 



164 

to a share of the deliberation only when they are 
on the right side of the question, but as this is 
supposed to be yet undetermined, it is generally 
best to exclude them as much as possible till the 
affair is decided. The arguments for and against 
are wonderfully affected by the view the mind 
takes of one result oi the deliberation as denrabkf 
and another as undesirable ; and when the questios 
deeply involves our own interests, or is sappoaed to 
do so, it is almost beyond human nature not to 
lean to the side to which all the affections would 
push the conclusion. 

Ithink it has been generally allowed by all who are 
rightly affected to the cause of missions, that when a 
jHous individual every way qualified, so far as may 
be known, determines it to be his duty to devote him- 
self to the service of God among the heathen, and 
follows up his determination, he does well, in othei 
words, that it is His duty to go. But if he had 
so chosen it, would it have been his duty to remaia 
at home? Is it his mere willing it that makes it his 
daty to go or stay ? This, I suspect, is a pretty 
general opinion, but I think an erroneous one: 
for upon this principle every one's duty is deter- 
mined by hb own. impressions. What he conceives 
to be duty in certain circumstances is duty ; but if, 
in the same circumstances, he had determined upos 
an altogether different course, thai would have 
been duty also 1 Thus one man determines to be- 
come a missionary because he concludes fn^n a 
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consideration of his adyantages, and all the cticum- 
stances of obligation resting upon him, that he b 
called to go. But if he or another indiyidual in 
similar circumstances determine to engage in the 
ministry at home, or to follow a secular profession, 
he is still in the way of duty.— -This seems difficult 
to be admitted. 

Were these different paths of supposed duty 
equally inviting or equally forbidding, there would 
be no room to suspect the operation of improper 
bias in the choice of any one of them. But if one 
of these paths is fenced up with thorns, and can be 
trodden only at the expense of relinquishing much 
that is dear to flesh and blood, we may without 
being uncharitable conclude that many decline from 
this path of duty, and choose another path, which 
of course to them is not the path of duty. This is 
sufficiently plain, and I endeavour to express ray 
self upon it as plainly as possible. 

Nevertheless, with all this acknowledged and 
lamented weakness, there may be in many instances 
that honesty of intention and sternness of principle 
which will carry the question against the combined 
force of every bias and prepossession and interest 
leagued to bribe the judgment, and procure the 
wished-for decision. 

Surely there are many such minds of sterling 
principle among the pious youth of Great Britain, 
educating for the ministry or other professions, as 
well as young ministers already engaged in the 
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work, and men in secular life of humble and devoted 
hearts, and respectable talents and learning. It 
may not be too late for some of them to sit 
down to the consideration of this question; and 
if they think they have already decided it for 
themselves, and are acting upon the decision by 
abiding ''in their calling/' I would humbly yet 
earnestly press them to review their decision, and 
if their re-examination of the subject end in the 
same conclusion as before, a more satisfactory and 
complacent feeling of rectitude will doubtless re- 
ward their trouble. And if upon this repeated 
trial of the matter they should find reason to reverse 
their former decision, it will be matter of congra- 
tulation that they discovered their error in time to 
retrieve it. 

Had I access to any one of the description 
alluded to, I should frankly offer my opinion, and 
give my reasons for it without any fear of being 
thought presumptuous or officious in meddling with 
matters which did not belong to me ; for I consider 
that this would be the very circumstance especially 
qualifying me for passing a judgment in the case. 
My being personally unconcerned in the decision 
of the question would give me an advantage above 
others of superior information and profound judg- 
ment, whose interests or affections might be more 
concerned in the practical result of a deliberation, 
which might involve their separation from a beloved 
friend, or brother, or pastor ; and as to the indi- 
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vidttal himself, he might more safely rely apoa the 
disinterested judgment of a stranger than upon his 
own, or that of any of whose advice he ooold avail 
himself. 

In such a case I would suggest the following 
general considerations. 

1st. The evangelization of the world is gives i& 
charge by Christ himself to his disciples gemermBy; 
consequently, while the work remains unaooooi- 
plished it is binding upon ail. And eadi individual 
disciple must conceive himself as specifically in- 
cluded in it, unless he be able to shew good cause 
of exemption. The aged, the very yoong, the 
weak in bodily health or mental capacity, are, 
without difficulty, struck off the roll of thoee to 
whom the charge applies in the way of petBonai 
engagement in the service of Christ. With them 
we have therefore at present nothing to do. We 
have before us men qualified for the work, bat de- 
liberating whether they ought to be exempted on 
other grounds. 

2nd. As Christ does not require any one to pot 
himself into actual service as a minister or mis- 
sionary by breaking through the established rule of 
duty in ordinary life, so he cannot approve of any 
one forsaking unwarrantably any part of duty in 
order to engage personally in the work of an 
eYangelist to Uie heathen : consequently there is a 
clanger of entering upon it uncalled and unapproved, 
as well as a danger of criminally declining it. Bat, 
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3d. The nature of this service is such that Uiere 
is little reason to fear that more persons will offer 
themselves as candidates for it than ought to he 
employed in it. Hitherto the proportion of can- 
didates has fallen miserably short of the mimber 
requisite upon any reasonable calculation for ful- 
filling the divine charge to preach the gospel to 
every creature ; while the nature of home serviee in 
the ministry is such that there is no fear of there 
being a sufficient supply of candidates for all its 
departments. Further, there is every reason to be- 
lieve that there will always be a sufficient number 
of secular men for conducting every plan of christiao 
benevolence or general usefulness at home. 

The deduction from this is that a plea of exemp- 
tion from foreign service founded solely upon the 
call to engage in the ministry at home, or to fill 
any useful station in society, must be viewed as 
inadmissible. 

4th. That as it is the unquestionable duty of a 
christian to provide for his own, it follows that in 
a case where parents or other relatives are de- 
pendant on one who proposes himself as a candi- 
date for missionary service, he cannot consistently 
with duty leave them unprovided for ; but if they 
may and will be provided for in the event of hb 
leaving them, they cannot justly detain him, nor 
can he in ordinary cases justifiably decline the 
service on their account. 

5th. That when the affection of parents or other 
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relatives, or their indifferenoe to the cause of Christ, 
or other hostility to it, or other similar motive, 
prompts them to oppose a fit person's embarking 
in this cause, it might go far to ascertain the path 
of duty simply to. consider how such a plea of 
exemption would be sustained in the case of a 
soldier ordered by his prince to join a regiment on 
a foreign statimi. Would the pnnce sustain such 
a plea of exemption ? Would the soldier hesitate 
whether it were his duty to obey the command 
because his friends hung upon his neck and en- 
treated hhn not to leave them, or being disaffected 
to the government, absolutely forbade him to go ? 

It will not avail to say that in the charge given 

by Christ to his disciples there is no definite com- ' 

mand to me to engage in this holy warfare against 

his enemies in foreign lands ; for, as has already 

been shewn, this is the particular service upon 

which men are now urgently needed. As in the 

government of ancient Sparta every subject was a 

soldier, and whenever or in whatever way their 

services were required they were bound to come 

forward, so it is in the kingdom of Christ : it is 

expected that every one know and 'Mo his duty.''' 

In the contest, then, with the powers of darkness 

Christ has made it the duty and privilege of all his 

subjects, without exception, to engage according to 

their means and talents Ihe strength to wield the 

weapons with which he has furnished them ; and 

Ihe service expected and demanded of all who are 

I 



170 

capable of bearing arms is> to take the field it 
person against the enemy. 

6th. That in the case of persons whose circum- 
stanpes enable them to render large pecuniary aid 
to the cause y both by their own contributions aad 
the. exertion of their influence over a circle aroand 
them, it is to be considered whether personal de- 
Yotement of such individuab to the service would 
not materially lessen the means of supporting and 
extending the operations of our societies. One 
whose income is derived from the exercise of a 
profession, or from commercial undertakings, gives 
at most but a fraction of his gains to the cause; 
and supposing him qualified for actual missionaiy 
.labour, might not he conclude that in the event of 
his relinquishment of the means of befriending the 
cause as a contributor, others would supply his lack 
of service. At any rate, that the devotement of 
his life to the service of Christ among the heathefl 
would be at least a compensation for the loss of his 
handsome subscription and his labours as a col- 
lector, and even for his annual speech at the mis- 
sionary meeting of his district. Again, suppose 
the person to be possessed of an independent 
fortune, it is manifest he cannot urge the pecunian 
assbtance he renders as a reason for not yielding 
pers4)nal services, as if the former must cease upon 
hb engaging in the latter. If, however, he makes 
the circumstance of hb being a man of property 
and influence his plea of exemption, that is a 
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different thing; and (always supposing him quali- 
fied for the service), whether he may commute 
actual obedience to the charge of Christ into a 
contribution of a few hundred pounds a year, by 
way of' enabling others to labour in his name, I 
think it not difficult to determine. This is anala- 
gous to the case of a man in time of war, proyiding 
a substitute to go and fight for him the battles of 
his country. Now of the two modes of obedience, 
actual service or the support of a substitute, which 
is the greater sacrifice ? Unquestionably the 
former — and hence the presumption that it is the 
more acceptable service, and that which a truly 
devoted heart would choose to offer. If the re- 
quisition upon every one be to do what he can, it is 
evident that he who does less than he can ,deliberately 
and systematically falls short of doing what he is 
required to do under the peril of condemnation as a 
disloyal and cowardly subject, who betrays the 
glory of his prince for his own ease, and purchases 
exemption from danger by an extorted and muti- 
lated compliance with the command he cannot 
altogether disregard. But this question may also 
be determined upon different ground : be it re- 
membered that in this warfare there can be no 
Mending of substitutes. Every one qualified must 
go in his own name — must serve for himself. A 
man qualified for the service of Christ as a mis- 
sionary can no more serve by substitute than he 
can keep the commandments by proxy ; and if no 

12 



in 

one can become a substitute, no maB can lawfioUjr 
employ one. 

Wben the means of a coslily sacrifice are waatiag 
the smallest ofTering is not dest>ised by Hiai who 
looks upon the heart of the oiSerer. He that is net 
able to bring his lamb may bring his turtle dovo 
or two young pigeons; and he who is not able to 
present even these may offer the tenth part of an 
ephah of fine flower. (Lev. v. 7, 11.) But there 
is a rigid requisition upon every individual up to kit 
ability. 

In the days of chivalry, if instead of joiniBg the 
magnificent train of kings and nobles and frarrion 
of every degree who poured in thousands froB 
£ngland, France, and other countries of Europe, to 
drive the infidels from th^^holy land, how would 
the hiss of derision have followed the knight who 
should have shrunk back from the enterprise while he 
pr-ofessed to admire it, and excused his remaining 
at home on the plea that he was zealous in pro- 
viding the means to enable others ti go, or evei 
equipped and sent out a warrior at his own ex- 
pense! Wcy knowing the extravagant absurcyty 
and wickedness of those " holy wars," nught find 
some excuse for such a man, although we might 
not be able to acquit him of cowardice. But we 
cannot in the same way palliate the want of reso- 
lution or devotedness of a fit man in the present 
day when the eause of Christ requires his senricis. 
Ours is the true holy war: we may easily £dl 
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short, but U is difficult to exceed in <mr etftwiAte of 
its magnitiidd and gloiy, or in onr seal, or if yon 
will, oar ei^hMnaim, in m enterfri&e which ains 
at nothing less than to wrest the world from the 
tyranny of Satan, Mid set fr^ee the hundreds ef 
millions of captives now wearing the chains of his 
cursed slavery. 

We may with a feeling of conscious supe- 
riority look back upon the absurd fanaticism and 
romantic ambition of the chiralrous spirits of the 
middle ages. We justly regard the cause which 
is now beginning to put the whole chiistian world 
in motion, as one infinitely more grand and more 
worthy of our toils, and in the prosecution of which 
we may exult in Ml assurance of the appiobation 
of heaven. Yet, on the other hand, does not the 
contrast in another view put us to shame ? The 
crusaders were in earnest ; they were ambitious of 
death in so noble a cause as they conceived theirs 
to be. The pursuits of commerce, the beauties of 
literature, the attractions of a court, the luxuries of 
a life spent in the bosom of their families and the 
society of friends, surrounded by all the charms 
and delights of their native country, were re- 
nounced without a sigh. They sprung with enthu- 
siasm at the call of their leaders, thinking of nothing 
but the glories of conquest or of an honourable 
death in the hallowed cause. 

We readily allow that all this enthusiastic zeal 
was excessive and absurd, because misdirected. It 
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was wasted upon a vain and impiotts prc»ject, 
sanctioned neither by the yoice of God nor of right 
reason. But suppose for a moment that all tibat 
mighty stir of preparation and equipment^ and em- 
barkation of a powerful armament was directed 
purely i^inst the empire of heathen darkness — 
that the weapons of their warfare w:ere not carnal 
but spiritual — that instead of their accumulated 
stores of arms and ammunition in the shape of 
actual instruments of destruction, they had gone 
out with a grand apparatus of Bibles, printing 
presses, paper, and, if you will pardon the ana- 
chronism still farther,, stereotype plates, and all the 
other requisite machinery for commencing and 
carrying on the great process of giving the light 
of knowledge and truth to the people of the whole 
world ; — and, to complete the picture, suppose the 
warriors clad in armour of steel that followed as the 
living agents of the enterprise, to be transformed 
into simple missionaries — men full of faith and of 
the Holy Ghost, ^* having their feet shod with the 
preparation of the gospel of peace ; having for their 
helmet the hope of salvation, bearing the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God, having their 
loins girt about with truth, and above all armed 
with the shield of faith, whereby they were able to 
quench the fiery darts of the devil." And suppose 
all the zeal and enthusiasm that possessed the 
warlike knights to be transferred into these true 
soldiers of the cross, but directed towards the 
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sublime and merciful object of preaching the gospel 
of peace to men of eyery country and of eyery 
langu^e; and vKll the magnitude 6f the pre- 
parations or the zeal of the agents employed in it 
be reckoned excessire ? Will not the grandeur of 
the object now appear adequate to all the sacrifice 
of life and treasure and talent embarked in it? 

I am sure that in the judgment of every one . 
capable of estimating the greatness of the occasion, 
the glory and the mercy of the design, scarcely any 
conceivable sacrifice can be an error in the way of 
excess. And by the same rule, all that we are now' 
doing is a lamentable error in the way of defect, 

O what a different appearance would the church 
assume, were such a spirit of zeal for the spread of 
the gospel now to descend upon it as possessed the 
minds of all ranks throughout almost the whole ' of 
Chrwtendom in the times alluded to ! How much 
. more of the character of redity would religion put 
on, where it is now but a form I How would it 
operate like a living principle, instead of lying 
dead as a cold s^tem of speculative belief ! How 
much more of the presence of Christ would be felt 
and enjoyed by all his true disciples, and how- 
soon might we expect to see the aspect of the world 
beginning to change — ^the heathen idols foiling — 
their temples trembling to their foundation — ^the* 
worshippers deserting them, ashamed of their folly, 
mourning over their guilt and wretchedness, 
yet betaking themselves in humble faith to the 
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refuge. Then would the briiliaot but bloodleas 
tnnmphs of the eioss begin to be celebrated orer the 
faUen shrines of the east and the west, and the 
north and thesouthy and speedily should all Batkns 
** be blessed in Jesus and call him blessed/' 

But to return to the argument from which we 
have insensibly digressed. If you comprehend tht 
drift and effect of the observations I have offered 
on the reasons which may justify a man qnalified 
to become a missionary spending his life at home, 
you will perceive that the limits of the ground an 
which many think they stand fairly exempted horn 
actual service are narrowing fast, that many, if they 
admit our views of the paramount claims of the 
woik of Christ among the heathen, will feel then- 
selves shut up to the necessity of engaging in it, 
or of doing violence to their convictioas of duty. 

The claims of dependant relatives will not ex- 
empt a man, if those relatives may be provided fw 
in the event of his going abroad. The opinions or 
wishes of relatives or other interested persons 
cannot be sustained as sufficient ground of exemp- 
tion. The plea of being useful in the cause by 
pecuniary aid, and the employment of a portion of 
time and influence cannot be admitted ; neither ean 
assistance, rendered even to the amount of support- 
ing a labourer in the field, exempt a man who is 
qualified to iserve in his own person ; neither will 
the^ plea of intended devotement to the cause of 
Christ at home, where labourers are abundant, and 



where men who coimot go abroad oaght to be 
stationed. So long as there is a great scarcity of 
men for IcHreign senrioe, the obligation to go it 
doubly imperioas. 

Bnt what shall xre say of a minister of sterling 
piety y raiioHs learnings good talentB, of aomid con- 
stitnftiony in the prime of life, and withont relatiTe 
ties that forbid his removal? This I feel to be 
delicate— sacred groand, and therefore I would 
enter Upon it tenderly and with diffidence. But in 
my humble opinion, there may be cases (perhaps 
not a few) where a chrislian pastor \s comfortably 
settled, beloved by his people, and his labours 
blessed among them, while, nevertheless, both he 
and the church would ultimately be gainers by his 
foTMikmg all for Christ. His place would be sop- 
plied — ^his people would feel themselves more than 
ever identified with the cause of missions. They 
would follow him with their prayers, and %ymi^ 
thise in his joys and sorrows as in some sense dieir 
own. It would be long before they forgot the 
joy and the grief of that moment when they were 
enabled by the grace of God to part with a beloved 
pastor, and say, ** The will of the Lord be done." 
when they gave him up in generous love to the 
.souls of heathen who had more need of sach a 
teacher than themselves ; and it would be long 
before they wonld cease, ** at morning time" to re* 
member him. 

It is proper to observe at the same time, that in 

I 3 
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otdinary cases it is a very questionable step for t 
minister at home to break up his engagements, 
which it is to be presumed he entered into after 
solemn deliberation, much prayer, and entire ood- 
Tiction of duty. But it is possible to conceive^ nay 
perhaps it is not uncommon for ministers to have 
entered upon their work without ever seriouslj 
weighing the question, whether it might be their 
duty to go abroad as missionaries to the heathen. 
And this may very easily have happened^ since 
even to this day the subject is kept so much in the 
background, and the duty of properly qualified 
persons devoting themselves to the service so sel- 
dom pressed upon the attention of those whom it 
concerns. Hence the present suggestion that 
qualified men, although settled as pastors, may be 
called to quit their flocks and go to seek the sheep 
that are wandering without a shepherd, is but a 
temporary measure ; that is, a measure rendered 
necessary by the error of entering upon home 
service from a defective knowledge of their duty to 
serve their master in a different sphere. If from 
this time henceforth the subject shall be so well 
understood that no man shall enter upon the work 
of the ministry at home before he has satbfied his 
own mind that he has no call to become a mission- 
ary — the measure now alluded to of a pastor leaving 
his people, which, considering all circumstances, is 
not unlikely to be the duty of some, will never need 
to be resorted to. 
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Ought not tutors and others then, who have in- 
fluence over young men preparing for the ministry, 
to bring this question fully before them — lest they 
should form home engagements unadvisedly, and 
begin to think of missionary service when it may 
be too late, or at least when they must engage in 
it under disadvantages ? 

I have no idea however that many pastors will 
determine to take the step I have ventured to hint 
at. *At any rate, sure t am that there ^ill arise 
from it no danger of the churches at home being 
left without instructors by such desertions; and I 
am equally sure that as to those devoted men who 
do go as missionaries to the heathen, they will 
never be suffered to want any good thing the 
friends they leave can supply, or their prayers 
draw down from the God of all grace : or should 
their friends neglect and forget them, the Lord 
whom they serve will raise up for them fathers and 
mothers and sisters and brothers, and give them a 
hundred-fold more than they have forsaken, with 
persecutions'-and, in the world to come, ever- 
lasting life. 

I know that the attachments of ministers and 
people are not to he treated lightly. Nor is the 
argument altogether without weight which mi£<;ht 
be urged, that the affection of a people to him who 
labours among them renders his services really of 
more value to them than they can be to any other 
people ; and, as they think, more useful than the 
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labours of any other individual, howefcr 
could be. But I would submit It to ike 
menty and to the faith of aueh a chuiehy 
their cheerfully giving up the instrument by 
Ood was pleased to edify and comfiort ^leir 
souls, would not warrant them confidently to ex- 
pect thaft he for whose sake they had thus ** denied 
themselves" would not suffer them to be spiritual 
losers by the transaction. And so far as the pas- 
tor himself might be conoerned, I would submit it 
to his faith, whether in such a case, whateyer 
might be hb feelings in parting with an affectionate 
people, not however leaving them destitute, but 
seeing them entrusted to the care of another faith- 
fill ** shepherd," he might not ** assuredly gather" 
that he might warrantably join the company of 
them who go *' to cdl the sheep that wander yet :" 
nay, that it would be shrinking from duty, and 
declining a noble and generous service to stay be- 
hind. 

One of our best practical writers says, ** The day 
is near when unfaithful ministers will vnsh they 
had never known their charge; but that they had 
been employed in the meanest occupation, instead 
of being pastors of Chiist's flock, when, beside all 
die rest of their ,sias, <bey shall have the blood of 
ao'maay souls to answer for." Bntthis obaervatioB 
suggests a query. If any one, in oider to shift off 
the respoasibilty, and esiaipe <he posa b l e gwk of 
un&ithfiilness as a christian numsto' or 
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dedinfi the office, hiding Mb talent and spending hit 
days in useless security, is he guiltlewt or is he 
chargeable with the blood of the soub that might 
have been warned and instructed, and for whoee 
salvation he might and should have laboured ? I 
doubt not but he is. Ol U is a mdeam ilmg to 
be entrusted with a talent ! It is not at our own 
option to employ it or not; nor are we at liberty 
to employ it where it may gain half a talent more 
if we might have laid it out where it could have 
gained double. 

The author just now referred to says in another 
place to the same effect, ** It will not serve yonr 
turn to run out of the vineyard on pretence that 
you cannot do the work. [GodJ can follow yon 
and overtake you as he did Jonah with snch a 
storm as shall ' lay you in the belly of hell.' 
Totally to cast off duty because you cannot endure 
to be faithful in the performance of it, will 
prove but a poor excuse at last.''* 

To sum up the whole, I am clearly of o|Hnion 
that many individuals, ministers, students and 
private members of churches of various ranks who 
are staying at home, ought <'to forsake all" and 
follow Christ as preachers of the gospel to the poof 
dying heathen. This is an awfully serious subject. 
It involves nothing less, so far as human agents 
are concerned, than the question, whether these 
* Baxter*! Refonned Putor. 
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millions upon millions of idolaters shall live mid 
die, '* withoat Chnst and without hope in the 
world/' or whether ** they shall hear the gospel and 
believe and be saved ? '' O what a tremendoos 
responsibility rests with them who have the bread 
of life! I make no allusion to individuals. I 
have no particular body of christians in my eye. 
But I cannot help thinking that I see in this want 
of real practical effective concern for the souls of 
perishing men — ^this want of zeal in spreading the 
gospel among the heathen — one reason why the 
faithful preaching of it is so little blessed at home. 
Is there not room to suspect that God may be 
looking with a frown instead of a smile upon the 
labours of a man, who, faithfully as he may be 
preaching the gospel to a congregation of professed 
christians, is hiding in a corner among them the 
talent that might have told with effect against the 
fabric of heathen idolatry ? * Is there not reason 
to suspect that he may here find the secret cause 
of his labouring from sabbath to sabbath, and from 
year to year without seeing much, if any, actual 

* Query, How would it do for a minister in such circum- 
stances to preach to his people by way of accommodation 
from Acts xiii. 46. — ('' It was necessary that the • word of 
God should first have been spoken to you ; but seeing you 
put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal 
life, 2o, we turn to the Gen^il««,'') and act accordingly? 
Comp. chap, xviii. 6. and xxviii. 28. 
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frait of his labours ? Is there not reason to suspect 
that the church, sitting under its own yine and fig 
tree, but after the example of its pastor, little car- 
ing for others, should have little of the presence of 
God in their souls and little manifestation of his 
blessing among them as a body ? *^ There is that 
acattereth and yet increaseth, and there is that 
withholdeth more than is meet and it tendeth to 
poverty/' If they concern not themselves about 
sending food to them that are perishing of hunger, 
is it to be wondered at if God command the clouds 
that they rain no rain upon their vineyard; and 
that he withholds his blessing both from their 
basket and their store ? 

I am, &c. 



P. S. It may occur to you that the strain of 
thb letter is at variance with what I have said in 
another place about a predilection for the mission- 
ary work as one of the qualifications of a proper 
candidate for that department of labour, inasmuch 
as I have now been attempting to show that 
various descriptions of persons otherwise qualified 
ought to become missionaries, while, according to 
the supposition we make of the state of their minds, 
they want this characteristic mark. But I take 
this predilection to be a thing which may be 
acquired, and acquired simply by a pious and 
devoted mind being directed with due attention to 
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the consideration of the subject. I hare ^oken 
of learning ako as uaong the qualifications of a 
missionary ; but learning is an acquirement, not a 
natural gift. They possess peculiar advantages 
who have made this acquirement (i. e. learning) in 
early life, and they stand upon vantage ground 
who have had their attention early turned to the 
missionary work, and so have betimes acquired tbe 
[Mredilection for it, to which we have given a place 
among the list of qualifications. But it may 
happen that diligent study at a later period of life 
may repair the defects of a neglected education in 
youth. And the attention of a pious man being at 
length directed to the nature and obligation of 
missionary service among the heathen, he may 
acquire, though late, the preference for the 
work which a right hearted missionary ought to 
possess. 

The predilection I speak of is not a romantic 
enthusiastic feeling, resting upon no sufficient 
grounds, and for which no adequate cause can be 
assigned ; but a sober, although warm and decided 
choice and preference of that which recommends 
itself to the enlightened and sanctified judgment as 
well as to the best dispositions of the renewed 
mind. And the work is one which may well beget 
such a desire to engage in it — and fully justify the 
choice made of it, a choice rational and laudable, 
and as honourable to the head as to the heart of 
him who forms it. 
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I think it quite consistent therefore to press upon 
a suitable person the duty of deroting himself to 
this cause ; his not already possessing a predilec- 
tion for it may be owing to want of due consider- 
ation of its claims. He may haye wanted Ugki 
to see it as worthy of being preferred to certain 
other objects of pursuit, which hitherto may have 
appeared to him the best and most important. 
But by acquiring juster and more enlightened 
views of duty, he may become possessed of the 
desire to engage in this/' good work." 

This view of the subject will at the same time 
obviate the objection , that our affections are not at 
our own command ; and that we cannot love and 
bate, and choose and reject at the bidding of 
another. It is sufficient to repel this excuse, should 
it ever be urged by one who pleads the disqualifica- 
tion of not having a predilection for this serrioe as 
a reason why he should not undertake it, to point 
to the numerous precepts of Scripture where men 
are commanded to exercise love, desire, hatred, 
fear, &c. This of course is to be acoomptished 
with the help of God, and simply by setting and 
keeping steadily before the mind the objects suited 
to excite these respective affections. 

Should any one possessing the requisite qualifi- 
cations in point of learning, talent — and, as far as 
men might judge, piety, and having no reasonaMe 
ground for declining this service of Christ, still 
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feel no denre to engage in it — ^feel no pfedilectioa 
for it, after having the subject properly broiii^t 
before him, that person, I grant you, is most un- 
doubtedly disqualified^ and ought by no means to 
assume a character in which he could at best but 
act the hypocrite. 



LETTER XV. 

ON THE INFLUBNCE OF SUCCESS ON 
MISSIONARY OPERATIONS. 

My dear Friend, 

The measure of success in a matter of ascertained 
duty ought not to be made the measure of our zeal 
in the performance of it. Yet who is not sensible 
of the general proneness to adopt this standard of 
measurement. Success, which is at best but an 
encouragement to persevere and abound more and 
more, is made the main spring of obedience. This 
is taking an ultimate eflfect, and turning it into a 
primary cause — inverting the natural process of 
proceeding under a sense of duty, in the hope of 
final success, and giving to present success the 
power of an impelling motive ; and to the want of 
present success the power of a prohibition to 
persist farther in the performance of the duty. 

Were this practical error exhibited to view in 
this naked form, many would disclaim it; — they 
would admit that they feel encouraged when their 
labours are successful, and discouraged when they 
are not : but that they make success or defeat the 
criterion of duty, and the spring of action they 
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deny. Be it bo, and let their conduct prove thai 
we were mistaken. 

These observations are not offered because I 
think the missions now in operation are, generally 
speaking, not blessed with success in the deg^ree 
that might have been expected ; but because I 
think it of prime importance to adhere scrupulously 
to principles. A departure from them may seem 
at first a trivial error, but in the end may produce 
the most disastrous consequences. And I should 
have thought it not the less necessary to expose 
the evil of converting success into a criterion of the 
&vour of heaven or a chief incentive of zeal, had 
every plan for the evangelization of the heathen 
been successful to the utmost extent of the Mrisbes 
of the agents employed. I should then have 
thought it equally needful to lift up a wammg 
voice to prepare them for a posssible reverse. Ishould 
have considered it time to give a serious premoni- 
tion that tt might be well to count upon yet unknown 
trials of their faith — ** a great fight of afflictions" — 
the withering of their fairest hopes — the defection of 
converts— the introduction and spread of errors — 
the blast and mildew of heresy and schism — or the 
revival of the spirit of idolatry in countries where 
it appeared to have been utterly extinguished — 
and to examine how far their crUenon and incm^ 
tive would stand them instead in those circum- 
stances. 

It is not so much from the view I take of the 
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prosperity or adversity that forms the prominent 
feature in the history of any particular mission, 
nor of the progress that has been made in the at- 
tainment of the object of missions generally, that I 
have adverted to this subject, as from a persuasion 
that the evil against which these remarks are 
pointed is common to all ages, to all parties, to all 
circumstances, to the missionary abroad and to 
the friends of missions at hame. 

Future ultimate success, as we have the most 
ample assurance, is certain. This we ** believe and 
therefore speak" and labour; and hence the work 
of the ministry is '^ a work o£ faith, and any pre- 
sent tokens of divine power in giving effect to the 
word of reconciliation are to be improved for 
strengthening that faith, while they cause many 
thank^ivings to God. But this does not render 
the ministry, at least it ought not, a work of sense ; 
but this is in effect done if we abuse the present 
eflfect of our labours, whether prosperous or ad- 
verse, by making that^he measure and. rule of our 
duty. 

Read over the epistles^ to Timothy and Titus, 
those i;ich magazines of divine wisdom in all that 
relates to the work of the ministry, and mark if 
they contain a single sentiment that can be con- 
strued as favouring the idea that the visible and 
immediate success of our efforts is to be taken for 
our encouragement to labour, or the eontrary a 
reason for relinquishing the work, or growing slack 
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in the performance of it There is much said 
about the character of the men engaged in €baa 
sacred service, much about their duties, their 
trials, their support, their example, their maldiig 
full proof of their ministry; but not a liv'ord of 
success as any concern of theirs in the way of 
motive. Having devoted their lives to the ministry 
of the gospel, it would have been preposterous if 
they had been indifferent whether their labours 
were successful or not. But feeling the deepest 
interest in the work itself, and the strongest desire 
to see the effect of their exertions, they must, 
nevertheless, assured that the power to " send 
prosperity" was in better hands than theirs, go on 
cheerfully and zealously in their work, feeling 
themselves in a certain sense independent of die 
immediate results whether as affecting their hearers 
or themselves. Paul speaks of having " great sor- 
row and continual heaviness in his heart on ac- 
count of his unbelieving brethren the Jews," and 
concerning the Galatians he says, he '^ travailed 
in birth till Christ was formed in them;" but what 
if they had not believed — Would the apostle's zeal 
have cooled, or his hands grown feeble ? By no 
means. Success drew forth his thanksgi vings to God . 
** Now thanks be unto God who always causeth 
us to triumph in Christ and maketh manifest the 
savour of his knowledge by us in every place." 
Over the hardness and impenitence and aggravated 
wickedness of men he wept, exclaiming '* Of whom 
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I haye tdld you often, and now tell you even weeping ^ 
that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ'^ 
But I suppose the apostles were not made more 
zealous in consequence of many becoming obedient 
to . the faith, than by seeing that many rejected 
the counsel of God against themselves. In a 
word, they laboured not because they were suc- 
cessful, but that they might be so ; not because 
they saw the fruit of their labours, but in the hope 
of reaping 'Mn due time," if they fainted not — 
and they knew that their labour ultimately should 
'< not be in vain in the Lord." 

The same thing might be further illustrated, 
were it necessary to enlarge upon it by a reference 
to the manner in which Paul speaks of his own 
trials. Observe in what light he regards a fruitless 
attempt to introduce the gospel into a town or 
district, how he bears up when the enemy prevails, 
how he comforts himself in his chains ; and on the 
other hand, how he regards the fact of many sin- 
' ners being turned to the Lord. In the former 
case he grieves, in the latter he rejoices ; but bis 
determination to spend and be spent in the cause 
of Christ, seems independent altogether of the 
things that befal him. 

I would not infer from so little being said in 
the New Testament about success, that the 
labours of God's faithful servant3 will not be 
blessed ; but I would conclude from this not being 
brought prominently forward, as a thing which 
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must visibly accompany the steps and crown the 
exertions of those who are (Hi the Lord's stde» 
that they are to be mainly concerned about donu^ 
their duttff doing their part, believing that Grod in 
his own time and way will do his. Among the 
many exceeding great and precious promiaes 
given them, there is not one that assures them 
specifically and individually of prosperity in 
their undertakings. But there are many pro- 
mises of comfort, strength, assistance, directions- 
yea all grace while they are waiTing the good 
warfare. And along with this are exhortations to 
courage, diligence, patience, perseverance. And 
so believers, both as to their individual salvntion, 
and the accomplishment of God's purposes of mercy 
to the world at large, are taught to ^' be stead* 
fast, unmoveable, always abounding in the wofiL 
of the Lord." We must sow before we reap, 
we must fight before we conquer, we must 
suffer with Christ before we reign with him. 

This I take to be the *' due order y* and I con- 
ceive it to be highly necessary both for ministers 
abroad and their constituents at home to keep cmi- 
stant sight of it. If missionaries forget it, they 
must faint under the burden and heat of the day, 
or retire from their post in despair. If the friends 
of missions at home forget it, they will grow weary 
of supporting at a great expense foreign establish- 
ments that bring no returns adequate to their 
expectations. 
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It appears then, that to labour and wait, believ- 
ing that after they have patiently endured they shall 
obtain the promise, is the more excellent way. But 
this is very different from the notion of those who 
are impatient for tokens of success, from which 
they may derive a stimulus to farther exertion, and 
if they cannot perceive such tokens, think them- 
selves warranted to give up what they call the 
** hopeless struggle." 

Viewing the matter in this light, I was very 
sorry to find that an able and enlightened friend 
of missions had suflfered the following sentence to 
escape from 'his pen. '^ Increase the piety, the 
intelligence, the enterprise, and the miccess of 
foreign missionaries, and you increase in nearly 
an^ equal proportion the co-operation at home, by 
which that success must be maintained and im- 
proved." The circumstance of success, to be sure, 
is here classed along with several other conditions 
of '^ securing the increase of co-operation at home." 
And so far I admit that all is well, and I per- 
fectly agree with the author in thinking that in- 
creased success would elicit increased interest and 
support. But this implies that inverted order of 
procedure I am endeavouring to expose. The 
co-operation is not to precede, but to follow the 
success. There may be all the '' piety, intelli- 
gence, and enterprise" requisite on the part of 
the missionary, but his receiving increi|sed co- 
operation is suspended upon his being successful ; 

K 
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that is to say, so long as there is no actual success 
there is to be almost as little support. What 
would be thought of conducting a common vrar on 
this principle ? Send a small body of troops to the 
field against the enemy, and wait till you hear of 
their haying made a successful campaign before you 
think of strengthening them by necessary reinforce- 
ments of men and additional store of arms and 
ammunition ! The author of the sentence I have 
quoted represents the increased co-operation, as 
in order to maintain and improve the success 
already gained, which it may be said does not 
imply a deficiency of previous support. But in 
point of fact it does, and were this the place for 
shewing it, I could remind you of some very 
affecting instances of a mission being left to 
languish ; the necessary support being denied it, 
because it was not flourishing and successful ! 

Present success is desirable. Visible proofe of 
not labouring in vain are cheering. But the final 
result is certain, and the path of duty is plain. 
Let that path be pursued with undeviating and 
unfaltering steps. The way to give glory to 
God is to be strong in faith. He who stands still 
or looks back, or looks around, anxiously waiting 
for some signs of God's fulfilling his promise as a 
rule . for persevering in the course or relinquishing 
it, may expect to be made (without being changed 
into a pillar of salt, but as effectually as, Lot's 
wife) a monument of God's wrath, and a warning 
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to succeeding labourers to attend to nothing but 
the command of God to ^forward. 

Mtich in sorrow, oft in woe, 
Onward christians, onward go. 
Fight the fight^ and worn with strife 
^ Steep with tears the bread of life ! 

It is not very gratifying to the readers of mis- 
sionary intelligence, to receive accounts of un- 
toward events — ^and accordingly it is thought 
expedient to withhold such details from them ; 
and perhaps there is wisdom in this, so long as 
many of the friends and supporters of missions 
derive their chief stimulus to exertion from the 
glowing representations set before them of the 
triumphant progress of the cause of truth. But I 
am persuaded, that there is a numerous class of 
christians more judicious and better establbhed in 
tlie knowledge and feeling of their dutyy who, 
instead of being damped or stumbled by a candid 
exposure of the real circumstances of the missionary 
undertakings to which they contribute, would be 
greatly benefited byibeing put in complete pos- 
session of facts. Would they not realize better 
the situation of the missionary ? — ^pray more em- 
phatically and more appropriately for him, and for 
the people among whom he is labouring — he some- 
times fears — in vain'? Would they not acquire a 
better idea of the real arduousness of the work, 
and set. themselves . to help it forward with cor- 
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responding zeal and resolution and deyotedness T 
Would they not be better able to judge of the 
wisdom of plans proposed to be adopted, or might 
not the wisdom of some suggest hints which 
might be of the first moment to the efficiency of the 
work. As things are, many of the most able and 
judicious friends of missions, unless they happen 
to be in the direction of a Society, are kept in 
ignorance of the real situation of missions, and so 
are disqualified to judge what is for the true inter- 
est of the cause. 

The christian labourer among the heathen, 
would not, even in very discouraging circum- 
stances, be justified in quitting his post while he 
could retain it and perform its duties. His con- 
stitutents would justly consider him as betraying 
an impatient and presumptuous spirit, were he 
hastily to leave the service of his Master because 
he did not succeed in accomplishing the work 
undertaken so speedily, or to so great an extent 
as he wished and expected. Perhaps, however, 
it would be allowed to such a labourer to feel 
keenly in such a situation, to be filled with deep 
concern, dwelling in the midst of a gainsaying 
people, mad upon their idols, and after all his 
efforts remaining impenitent, unaffected, hostile to 
the gospel, or caring nothing about the matter. But 
if so, has not the labourer, in the circumstances 
supposed, a peculiar claim upon the christian sym- 
pathy and prayers of his brethren at home ? And 
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as they would hare him to continue to labour and 
not faint, should not they continue to encourage 
him, strengthen his hands and cheer his heart, by 
the assurance of their interest in his welfare 
and prosperity, by their kind words and good 
offices? 

It is granted that the want of success may some- 
times be traced to the missionary himself. He 
may be chargeable with some fatal error in judg- 
ment or practice, which may provoke God to with- 
hold his blessing. But ought it not to be likewise 
considered that the christian societies, under 
whose sanction the missionary acts, may come in 
for a share of such guilt ? Is it not possible that 
the want of faith, prayer — zeal in the professed 
friends of the missionary cause at home, may be 
one cause of the small success of their missionaries 
abroad? 

If lukewarmness is emphatically displeasing to 
God and calls forth the severest expressions of 
his abhorrence, if he threatens utterly to reject 
the Laodicean and his heartless service, is there 
no room for inquiry, whether God may not iind 
this character adhering to many who tank them- 
selves with the promoters of the grand design of 
'' preaching the gospel to every creature?" May 
not the many at home who constitute the body of a 
missionary society, if they are neither '^ cold nor 
hot" in this cause, have the effect upon the 
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laboun^ of their agents abroad, which a paralysis 
of a vital organ has upon the limbs? 

But I have wandered from the thing I intended 
to say, which was this — ^^that christians at home of 
a right spirit will be equally disposed to sympathise 
with missionaries in the failure of their attempts, 
as to rejoice with them in their success ; and 
although the latter is of course the more pleasant 
duty, the former will be no less recognised to be 
a duty. 

In short, I repeat that it is not the success of 
their efforts, but the express command of God that 
must be regarded as the great and unchangeable 
stimulus to exertion ; and the use to be niade of 
success is tp ^' thank God and take courage,'^ while 
the use to be made of partial defeat is to learn 
firom it to pursue with more devoted zeal, humility, 
and prayer, the solemn and arduous work, ** pray- 
ing with all prayer and supplication in the spirit, 
and watching thereunto with all perseverance and 
supplication for all saints/' Especially, let the 
friends of missionaries pray more fervently for 
them, ''that utterance may be given unto' them, 
that they may open their mouth boldly to make 
known the mystery of the gospel." 

I feel it difficult in handling such a subject as 
this to keep ^^lear of one error, while endeavouring 
to expose its opposite. To prevent misconception, 
therefore, I will merely state before I conclude. 
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that to represent it as wrong to make the measure of 
our success the rule of our duty, does not imply either 
argumentatively, or in re^ experience, that we are 
to be indifferent as to the result of our labours. On 
the contrary, the man who utterly disclaims the idea 
of the visible happy effects of his exertions being 
made his reason for continuing to exert himself, may, 
whether successful or not, have the most earnest, 
longing desires for a blessing upon his engagements. 
Nay, unless he feel deeply concerned about the 
issue of all his pains and toils and watching and 
prayers for the conversion of souls, I cannot con- 
ceive how he can be earnestly engaged in the 
matter* If his heart be thus set upon the 
iiuccess of his work, the want of it will but prove 
the greater trial of his faith and patience; but 
these will be strengthened by the trial. ^* He 
never had the right ends of a preacher in view 
who is indifferent whether he obtains them or 
not, who is not grieved when he misses them, 
and rejoiced when he can see the desired issue.'' 

In a word, we must ** walk by faith, not by 
sight," and with the eleventh chapter of Hebrews 
in your eye, I leave you to judge whether faith 
be not a principle that can animate an obedience 
more devoted, universal, and persevering, than 
can even spring from the sight of the eyes or 
the hearing of the ears. 

I am, &c. 



LETTER XVL 

DEFECTS IN THE MODE OF ADVOCATING THE 

CAUSE OF MISSIONS. 

My dear Friend, 

I HAVE just turned oyer some Yolumes of 
missionary sermons for the purpose of ascertaining 
ivhat are the principal things generally insisted on, 
in order to stimulate christians to exertion in the 
cause. It is truly refreshing to the spirit to con- 
template so many just, striking, and able ex- 
hibitions of christian truth as these productions 
contain— ^to mark the catholic spirit they uniformly 
breathe — ^the expanded christian charity that glows 
in them for the salvation of the whole family of 
man. But I confess it has been with disappoint- 
ment and grief I have noticed a certain defect in 
many of them. With all the prominence given to 
many arguments, and the ingenuity displayed in 
selecting and applying them, there is one argument 
in not a few discourses not even once alluded to, 
and scarcely in any treated as it ought. I mean 
the command of Chrbt to preach the gospel 
univenaUy^ and the consequent duty of obedience. 

Do not mistake me — I do not find fault with 
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the arguments used in the compositions referred 
to. Many of tbem are most forcible and weighty 
and appropriate; but it appears to me tbat the 
matter of duty as resulting from that command, 
has not been pressed so strongly or so frequently 
as it ought. 

A preacher may be regulated by a regard to the 

taste of his audience in the selection and treatment 

of a particular topic of discussion for a missionary 

sermon. He may be naturally led from the nature 

of his subject to insist oh some special motive, 

encouragement, direction or warning, bearing upon 

the work of the evangelization of heathen and 

Mahometan nations. And this may preclude the 

possibility of his making the obligation to labour 

Jownded upon the command of Christy a part of his 

plan ; but I conceive that this argument, like the 

fundamental doctrines of the gospel in an ordinary 

sermon, should be implied in the whole frame of 

the discourse, and although not formally enlarged 

upon, sufficiently intimated to be perceived in its 

true importance. 

It is not less undeniable than humiliating that 
many professed christians are more eflfectually 
wrought upon by a rhetorical appeal to their 
passions, than by a sober truth accompanied with 
its evidence, submitted to their judgment, or a 
solemn duty charged home upon their conscience* 
And it^nust be confessed that preachers, knowins; 
the character of a great proportion of the people 
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whom they address, seem to act wisely in making 
use of that method which is able to produce the 
greatest effect. It is trite to observe that man b a 
being possessed of passions as well as reason. Bat 
the legitimate way of dealing with him» b to ad- 
dress the former through the medium of the latter — 
first to inform the judgment, and then call in the 
affections to aid and invigorate the conclusions of 
reason. 

I see no cause why the first place ought not to 
be given to that which, in the judgment of the 
truly enlightened and judicious, b first in import- 
ance; and thb I conceive would be paying a better 
compliment even to the less enlightened, than the 
plan of treating them as if they were incapable of 
being stimulated by any thing else than pleasing 
images presented to the imagination, or by passion- 
ate appeals to the sympathy, &c. of the heart* 

The apostles furnish us with the best models of 
the method of enforaing duty, as well as with the 
matter of instruction as to duty itself. We find 
in them no empty declamation — no attempt to in- 
fluence the conduct by heating the imagination 
without informing th^ judgment — no exhibition of 
motives in an inverted order — no exhortation with- 
out a wherefore — no doctrine without a therefore. 
In other words, there is no duty inculcated by 
those inspired teachers, without the exhibition of 
the ground on which it rests— and the place it holds 
*i the scheme of christian obedience. While on 
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tbe other hand doctrines ,are uniformly shown to 
be practical in the spirit and tendency of them.' 
Hence, as there are some heretics who find it 
necessary to twist and bend scripture, in order to 
force it into something like a correspondence with 
their sentiments — there are others who, disjoining 
doctrine and practice, find it necessary to cut and 
hew scripture in pieces, picking up the detached 
fragments that suit their purpose, and throwing the 
rest away. But this by the bye. 

To return then to the point. — The cause of 
missions is not recommended to us merely on the 
principle of gratitude, and yet it has here a most 
powerful claim. If we are not grateful beyond 
expression for the gospel, we neither understand 
nor. believe it. If we do not express that gratitude 
by exerting ourselves to convey the blessing to 
others^ how shall we prove it? The causa of 
missions is not recommended to us merely on the 
principle of humanitiff and yet we violate every 
feeling and dictate of humanity if we neglect to 
disseminate the gospel. — This cause is not recom- 
mended to us merely on the principle of justice, 
and yet we are most evidently unjust if we with- 
hold from, others a blessing to which they have an 
equal right with ourselves. If we have not an 
excluHve right to the gospel we are fearfully unjust 
in not- communicating the knowledge of it to the 
ignorant. May we be delivered from the guilt of 
this ** crying sin,'' ere it shall be said in accent^ 
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Tengeance, '^ Let him that b unjust be unjufli 
still 1 " 

The cause of missions is further recommended to 
us upon the principle of consistency, and conoeni 
for our own best interests ; — as the best use "we can 
make of our peculiar privileges and advi^tages as 
a nation^ and the most hopeful means of securing 
the continuance of them. But not any one of these 
considerations, nor all of them put together, con- 
stitute the main strength of our obligations to carry 
the gospel to the idolatrous pagan — the deluded 
Mahometan — the unbelieving Jew. To all of 
them we should be bound to carry it although we 
had no other motive to conslsrain us — ^uo other 
consideration to warrant or influence us than this, 
that Christ has said, <' Go and teach (disciple) all 
nations "r~'' Go ye into all the world and preach 
the gospel to every creature/' The avroc c^ of 
OUR Master is of infinitely greater force than the 
precepts of the Samian philosopher. His disci- 
ples sought no further proof or authority for any 
opinion or practice than the voice of their master. 
How much more ought the disciples of Christ to 
hear, believe, ahd act as He enjoins. 

WfB before borrowed an illustration of our sub- 
ject from military affairs. Let me take another 
from the same source. Suppose an order issued 
from the highest authority in the kingdom, requir- 
ing certain faijthful subjects to perform a specific 
service in the character of ^Idiers, and command- 
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tag all faithful subjects generally to be aiding to 
the utmost of their power in the execution of the 
will of the sovereign; In urging the people to 
obedience what would be the most obvious, and 
we might almost say, exclusive topic that could 
present itself in the way of argument ? unquestion- 
ably the authority of the command. It must not be 
resisted. It must not be neglected. — It is at the 
peril of the sovereign's displeasure and the loss of 
character — and, it may be, under the pain of con- 
dign punishment, if it be not fulfilled. It would 
be self-evident that no one could justly retain the 
character of a loyal subject if he disobeyed ; and 
he must forfeit the esteem and c<»ifidence of his 
better affected, brethren if he not merely should re- 
fuse obedience, but should attempt to justify his 
conduct. 

But again I ask, what would be the effect and 
what would be the inference if instead of the au- 
thority of the sovereign being insisted on as the 
first and greatest reason of obedience — the pleasing 
nature of the service — the gratifying prospect of 
success — the great good that would' result from the 
enterprise — its accordance with the best feelings 
of the heart, &c. should be represented as the chief 
inducements to set about performance ? The effect 
must be that while many did not choose practically 
to feel the force of these reasons, those who did 
would not be able to trace their obedietice to the 
only source that could render their conduct a proof 
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of loyalty and love to their prince — viz. reverence 
for the authority of his command — while the tn- 
ference might he, that as such topics were brought 
£Drward to induce their compliance, the sovereign 
author had not interposed his authority, or that it 
was not sufficient of itself to warrant or to produce 
ohedience, 

I feel that this illustration, as indeed every 
illustration taken from earthly and sensible objects, 
must fall short of the paramount authority of the 
command of the King and Head of his church, in 
reference to the extension of his kingdom and the 
subjection of all nations to Him* ^n earthly king 
is a mortal man, and he may err through ignorance 
or passion. His commands may be the dictates of 
cruelty, or imbecility, or ambition, or a wanton ex- 
ercise of power ; but even allowing his will to be in 
all respects accordant to the principles of the strictest 
justice and highest honour and universal benevo- 
lence — his subjects can never be under such ob- 
ligations to obey him, as- christians are to '^ bring 
every thought into subjection to the obedience of 
Christ.*' And if any one should disregard his 
authority, I would not endeavour to work upon 
that man's mind by any other consideration. C 
allow other arguments a place, but that place is a 
lower one than the authority of Christ. His 
words are illustrative and confirmative of the de- 
clared purpose of God from the earliest age, to 
bruise the head of Satan by the seed of the woman. 
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and to make that seed his salvation to the ends of 
the earth. 

The. doctrine of the immortality of the soul is 
expressly taiigfit i»> -tiber-irolame of rerelatioii* 
There are many other collateral proo& of the 
doctrine, but that derived from revelation is not 
only one of a primary order, but it gives strength 
and coherence to all the rest. In like manner the 
command to '* preach the gospel to all nations,'' 
is the prime motive and warrant to attempt the 
conversion of the world ; and not only so, but it is 
this that gives cogency, appropriateness and effect 
to all the reasons that can be adduced for zeal and 
perseverance in the glorious project. Had we 
a gospel to preach to the angels that kept not their 
first estate, and had vfe* access to them, all the 
considerations of benevolence — the misery of their 
state — the happiness to which they should be raised 
«— the advancement of the glory of God in the 
reduction of a portion of his rebellious creatures to 
obedience — might be urged as so many incentives 
to zeal in preaching to them ; but all these con- 
siderations go for nothing, because toe have no com- 
mand to preach '^ good news" to them. But so 
far as regards sinners of the human race, all these 
motives, and others which might easily be set in 
array before the eye, have their own weight, and 
ought to have their own influence in connection 
with the divine command, and as deriving from it 
their chief value. 
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It is high time that it be fairly put to every 
christian, and to every christian church in the 
world, to vindicate their profession by a truly 
christian zeal for the extension of the gospel, 
otherwise their sincerity must fall under suspicion. 
Nay, they ought to be considiered as guilty of a 
glaring dereliction of christian duty, if it be not 
concluded that they entirely belie the christian 
character. Their orthodoxy of creed — general 
correctness of conduct, and usefulness in their im- 
mediate spheres, or even their noisy zeal each for 
the peculiarities of his own sect, will not suffice 
when HE shall come who will bring in against 
many who think themselves guiltless, a sentence of 
condenmation upon this ground, " Inasmuch as ye 
did it not unto the least 'of these, my brethren, ye 
did it not unto me." It is high time that the false 
and pernicious maxim should be exploded, that the 
profession of Christianity is easier now-a-days than 
'' in the beginning of the gospel"*— that we can be 
true and obedient disciples of Christ at less ex- 
pense than forsaking all we have for him, or at 
least being ready to do it. But let this readiness 
be brought to the test by going round with the 
demand for the sacrifice of superfluities in order to 
supply with the bread uid water of life the perishing 
millions of the heathen ; and blot the name of 
every recusant from the Ibt of them who bear the 
yoke of Christ. 

I know not any thing that might by the 
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blessing of God sooner or more effectually bring 
back the purity, the spirituality — ^the love —the life 
— or, to sum up all in one word, the ^* blessedness" 
of primitive times, than the general prevalence of 
the idea, that every one who is converted from the 
error of his ways should seek the conversion of 
others, also, and that by all proper methods which 
zeal and love, tempered and ^directed by wisdom 
dictate — that the discjiple of Christ ought to seek 
to make i9i;ore disciples — by word and deed — 4>y 
earnest and self-denied endeavours, as well as by 
persevering prayer. 

Many find the profession of Christianity easy 
because they make it so. Instead of that profes- 
sion implying any remarkable sacrifice of fortune 
or ease, it is in many instances the direct road to 
credit, wealth and fame. The gate of the church 
is wider than the narrow way that leadeth to 
eternal life, ** and many there be that go in 
thereat," and the professing world tacitly consents 
to have it so; and so men compliment one an- 
other upon their liberality. They bless themselves 
in their nests, and think themselves happy that 
they can be followers of Christ on so easy terms ; 
forgetting all the while that he is testifying against 
them as having in them neither the love of God 
nor man — for that they love not their brother 
whom they have seen (or may see if they open 
their eyes and look abroad) is evident from thw 
unconcern about his miserable situation, and their 



210 

neglecting to help him; and this involves in 
it the proof that they are also destitute of the love 
of God. 1 John iii. 17. iv. 20. 

What was it that made the profession of Chris- 
tianity so self-denying — so dangerous in primitive 
times ? — The merciless hatred of the Jews and the 
angry opposition and contempt of the Gentiles. 
But think you christians in Great Britain at the 
present day would meet with no persecution, 
although enjoying the protection of the law, if 
they were equally hold and zealous with the first 
fruits of the gospel in India, Samaria, and the 
surrounding countries? There is as much secret 
malice in the hreast of formal professors of Chris- 
tianity against its true disciples as existed among 
the pharisees of old against the first disciples; 
and there is as much aversion and scorn harboured 
in the hreast of our sceptics and contemners of 
God and godliness, as ever were displayed by the 
pagan enemies of the christians. But we take 
care not to provoke them, and the hatred of the 
one and the contempt of the other are buried in 
silence, because our polite neutrality and careful 
avoidance of all offensive measures obliges them 
to repay the compliment by refraining to assail us. 
A christian may pass very quietly through the 
world, and live unmolested all his days in the 
midst of unbelievers, if he only takes care not to 
trouble them with his opinions. But let him 
attempt to deal faithfully with all, as he may have 
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ability and opportunity, and he will soon find 
that his situation and the trials and duties of it 
are not so different from those of the christians of 
the first ages as he onoe supposed. 

But the duristian's sphere of usefulness extends, or 
should Extend, beyimd his own immediate neighbour- 
hood. If he enters fully into the missionary spirit 
he will be an aetire and useful friend of the cause, 
however humble his station or limited his means; 
and he will prove that hb concern for those at a 
distance does not lead him to neglect the spiritual 
welfare of those nearer his own door. But in pro^ 
portion as he^ rises above the common standard of 
activity and consistency in these things, in the same 
proportion he will be spoken against, hated and 
perhaps persecuted, both by friends and enemies. 
The true cross of Christ is too heavy to be worn at 
a charm or an ornament about the neck. It is 
so heavy that nothing less than tiie strength He 
imparts could enable any one to bear it. 

It is now -considerably upwards of a century 
since societies were formed and incorporated 
among us for the propagation of the 'gospel: and 
the just praise of those bodies must not be denied 
them. But in how small a degree did the object 
of those societies become a general concern— and 
even to this day, how inadequate is the feeling 
and interest of multitudes in this work! Annual 
sermons have been preached these hundred years 
before the '< venerable" and '* honourable" socie- 
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ties now alluded to, and younger Institutions of 
the same kind—- and many admirable sentiments 
have been expressed, and heard no doubt -with dve 
attention. — But it strikes me that after all, our 
preachers of Missionary Sermons in general hare 
not taken the high ground their theme warranted 
and demanded* It may be an uncharitable 
thought, but it has really occurred to me again 
and again, that the preacher has seemed to be 
very tender in pressing upon his hearers the real 
extent of service and sacrifice those hearers should 
render to the cause by personal devotement or 
pecuniary contribution, lest offended and stung to 
the heart by so close an appeal, they should 
retaliate ujpon the preacher and hint, that upon his 
own principles he should leave all and become a 
missionary, v 

If this has not been the feeling of the parties, 
why that measured, hesitating manner of applying 
the truth or argument of an appropriate text and 
able sermon ? After an eloquent demonstration 
of the excellence, obligation tO' labour, and bene- 
volence of the work»^the certainty of success, &c. 
from which it might have been expected that the 
preacher would deduce the duty of all who admit- 
ted his premises, giving ** their hearts— their lives 
— ^eir all" — to the service of the Lord— he falls 
utterly short of the mark ; and the whole evapo- 
rates in an exhortation to greater liberality in con- 
tributing, and greater diligence in collectihg sub- 
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scriptions by pence and sixpences and shillings; 
with perhaps an intimation of his hope that some 
one of the assembly may make up for the lack of 
service of all the rest by consecrating himself to 
the work of an evangelist. 

You will not construe what I have just said as 
if I lightly estimated the services of the patient 
and indispensable coadjutors of the missionary 
cause, who week after week and year after year 
replenish the treasures of our Missionary Institu- 
tions by the accumulated offerings o^ thousands of 
nameless benefactors^^the mites of humble piety, 
sanctified by the willingness wiUl which they are 
offered, and the prayers by which they are accomr 
panied* But while this is the sphere of many, it 
is not the sphere of all, and he who can do more 
and does it not, to him it is sdn. 

I am, &c. 



LETTER XVll. 

OBJECTIONS TO ENGAGING IN MISSIONARY 

SERVICE. 

My dear Friend, * 

An admired author of a former age says, *' We set 
up our own opinions in religion and philosophy as 
the tests of orthodoxy and truth, and we are prone 
to judge every practice of other men either a duty 
or a crime, which we think would he a crime or a 
duty in us, although their circumstances are vastly 
different from our own," There are innumerable 
examples of the truth of this observation : but it is 
sometimes made use of as affording an easy way 
of getting rid of a troublesome argument. I have 
no doubt that many, were these letters to meet 
their eye, would think they might sweep away 
half of the practical conclusions of them by a 
forced application of it. '* The writer," they 
would say, '^ sees every object throu^ the medium 
of a prejudice in favour of missions. He would 
break up the whole frame of society ; he would 
prove that half the ministers and private christians 
in the world should inmiediately become mission- 
aries ; he would have men to dissolve all the 
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relations of civil life — ^break the ties and trample 
on the feelings of duty, love, and friendship ; and 
care not though every other concern were neglected 
or abandoned if only his favourite work were car- 
ried on." — But to all this, and much more in the 
same strain, that I xan imagine might be uttered 
by a disaffected heart, or even by a well meaning, 
though ill-informed friend of Christianity, as suffi- 
cient to put down all I have said without being at 
the trouble to prove any one of my statements or 
inferences to be erroneous^-to all this an answer 
might easily be found. 

I shall not however tire you with a lengthened 
reply to this anticipated objection ; but I would 
just say, before concluding that that must be 
wrong which would disturb the present constitution 
of christian society, and compel many to adopt 
another standard of action than they have been 
accustomed to measure themselves by; — I say, 
before concluding that that must be wrong which 
draws such conclusions after it, it is first necessary 
to prove that the existing state of things in the 
christian world is right — is just what it should be. 

But besides, it is obvious to reason that the 
language I have put into the objector's mouth is 
overstrained and false by any application to the 
doctrine of these letters ; and it is needless to say 
more upon it at presents— only be it remembered 
that it is not my work I am advocating. It is not 
any rule of my devising I would have men go by. 
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I appeal ''to the law and to the testimony/' in 
which there is no obscurity in what relates to the 
obligation to propagate the gospel of Christ. If I 
speak not according to this word, let whaterer 1 
have presumed to say go for nothing — but if I 
have spoken the truth let. them see to it who yet 
find fault. 

At any rate, if I haye attempted to bring home 
the command of Christ to the " business and 
bosoms" of some men to whom it has been thon^t 
hitherto but indirectly to apply* so far am I 
from apprehending that any will go beyond the 
line of sober duty in consequence of these sugges- 
tions, supposing them to be published— my fear is, 
that many, without laying the matter properly to 
heart, will continue to go on in their accustomed 
road, neither proving that my deductions aie 
wrong, nor practically owning that they aie 
right. 

In matters of mere speculation, or in matters of 
practice that fall in with the current of men's cor- 
rupt inclinations, pens^es outres may do harm. 
But when the question is practical, and the conduct 
to which it leads is directly opposed to all worldly 
and selfish ends, there is little danger of tbe 
strenuous inculcation of duty producing bad effects ; 
— except in the way the Saviour himself says his 
own coming would operate : " 1 came not to send 
peace but a sword, for I am come to set a man at 
variance against his father, and the daughter against 
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her mother, and the daughter-in-law against her 
mother-in-law, and a nian*s foes shall be they of 
his own household." And may it not be. consi- 
dered rather a presumptive argument that my 
views are in perfect accordance with the design 
and tendency of the pure gospel of Christ, since the 
effects may be thus similar. I can easily conceive 
of the outcry of relatives and friends, religioui) 
and irreligious, against the enthusiast who should 
break away from respectable connexions, perhaps 
from a scene of apparent usefulness — perhaps at 
the risk of the loss of all things, that he might 
preach among the gentiles the unsearchable riches 
of Christ; and still more if he should by word as 
well as by example endeavour to persuade many 
others also, who are wasting life to little pur- 
pose, so far as doing good to the souls of men 
is concerned, that they should listen to the call 
of the heathen to come and help them. I can 
conceive of many arguments derived from every 
source but the right one — the word of God— em- 
ployed to show this enthusiast that it is his duty 
to remain at home himself, and let others remain 
at home too. Ought not a young man to be 
suffered to stay till he has buried his father? and 
if in the mean time he marries a wife, does not 
this excuse him wholly from engaging in any such 
service ? It may be so, or it may not, according 
to circumstances ; but to all such individuals as 
may be opposed in the way of duty by friends or 
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enemies, I would merely suggest, that instead of 
being careful to answer their accusers in that 
matter, they should seriously ponder the words 
which follow in immediate connection with those 
above quoted : *^ He that loveth fatiier or mother 
more than me is not worthy of me, and he thtt 
loveth son or daughter more than me is not wordiy 
of me ; and he that taketh not his cross and fol- 
lowedi after me is not worthy of me. He that 
iindeth his life shall lose it, and he that loseth his 
life for my sake shall find it.'' 

While we urge the duty of many able and 
devoted men leaving their home and friends and 
labours in the midst of a christian people, in order 
to bear the name of Christ to the uncalled gentiles, 
there is unhappily one argument that cannot as yet 
with any propriety be used in opposition to it— 
namely, that there is a due proportion of foreign 
labourers already gone or preparing to go. Yet 
some people are either so uncandid, or so hostile, or 
so ignorant, that they really throw out hints to 
this effect, and they think their argument is very 
plausible, if not irrefragable, when they suggest that 
the missionaries already sent out, if they act wisely, 
and " teach teachers," instead of wasting their 
strength in teaching scholars, may soon raise up so 
many coadjutors from among the heathen that they 
shall have no need of any further reinforcements 
from home. 

The attention of the friends of mbsions has 
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happily been turned to the importance of esta- 
blishing native schools in connection with every 
missionary station, and with reason they are looked 
upon as in all probability the nurseries of the 
church in those parts of the world. The training up 
of select individuals in the hope of their becoming 
christian teachers is one of the first duties of a 
christian missionary. But the christian public 
ought to beware lest this system of missionary 
tactics should lead them into a practical error in 
calculating the number of men and apparatus 
necessary to carry this system into effect with 
promptitude and spirit. The comparison of the 
missionary harvest to an extensive field covered, 
with waving corn from the reproduction for a 
succession of years of a single grain, may easily be 
perverted so as to occasion serious mistakes in 
regard both to the means and measure of the in- 
crease of the kingdom of God. The word of God, 
and not the missionary, is the seed of the kingdom. 
The missionary, as the servant of the *' Son of 
Man," sows it, and by the blessing of God is 
sometimes employed in the joyful toil of reaping. 
Be it known, then, that the field is the world, and 
tiiat to sow, labour, and reap in so wide a scene of 
exertion is not the work of a few. So far from 
the greatest conceivable success superseding the 
necessity of the labours of faithful men, that very 
success, as I have elsewhere shewn, would give a 
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new emphasis to the call to send out many, and 
those of the ablest description. 

We should gladly employ thousands and tens of 
thousands of native teachers in as many circles 
around our missionary stations, but where are 
they ! They must first themselves be converted, 
taught, and fitted for their office — and who must do 
this? And how many heads and hearts would find 
ample employment in this department alone ! 

It was when our Lord had his eye inunediately 
upon the fields of Judea that he said to his dis- 
ciples, "The harvest truly is great, but the 
labourers are few; pray ye, therefore, the Lord 
of the harvest that he would send labourers into 
his harvest." '* But when he saw the multitudes 
he was moved with compassion for them, because 
they fainted and were scattered abroad, as sheep 
having no shepherd." It was then that he said to 
his disciples " the harvest truly is plenteous," &c. 
and it is worthy of notice that at that very time, as 
we may gather from the history, our Lord himself 
was exemplifying that which he enjoined upon his 
disciples. It was on the night previous to his 
calling the twelve apostles (the transaction recorded 
immediately after the words above quoted) that Ac 
went out into a mountain to pray, and continued all 
night in prayer to God.'' Compare Luke vi. 12, 
13, and Matt. ix. 37, 38, x. 1, 2. Our blessed 

ord repeated the same solemn words upon another 



221 

remarkable occasion : " After these things the Lord 
appointed other seventy also, and sent them two 
and two before his face into every city and place 
whither he himself would come. Therefore he 
said unto them, The harvest truly is great," &c. 
If seventy labourers, in addition to the twelve 
previously appointed, were not too many for the 
towns and villages where Christ exercised his 
personal ministry, what number should be sent out 
in obedience to his command to '^ go into all the 
world r 

When ' the magnitude of the work is pressed 
upon our notice, and we are told of the six 
HUNDRED MILLIONS of heathen to whom the 
gospel is to be preached, we find it sufficiently 
difficult to grasp the idea of that multitude.* But 
this numerical statement does not convey the full 
notion of the amazing subject. 

I observe, then, that we are not to conceive of 
this vast multitude as collected upon the stage of 
the world, and standing still waiting till we are 
able or disposed to make known to them the way 
of salvation. They are not standing still ; they are 
moving along the stage ; and as thousands of them 

* Were the nomber of men here mentioned collected 
together, and placed as close to each other as they could 
conveniently stand and move, they would form a mass of 
living beings a mile in breadth, and upwards of a hundred 
miles in length ! Think of this assemblage of heathen on 
the march to eternity ! 



enter every hour on one side of it, as many difr- 
appear on tbe.otlier side; so that tlie number per- 
petually fluctnating; is still kept up: but twenty 
millions of thein pass away every year — pSK 
away, and are beyond our reach for ever ! 

When such a representation as this is made, 
there are some vrho remind us that God can vroA 
" by many or by few," and that he may be pleased 
to put honour upon the feeble and despised labonrt 
of a comparatively small number, to effect that 
which all Christendom combined could not accom- 
pli^ without his effectual blessing. I have replied 
to this in another place, but I introduce it here for 
the purpose of remarking, that these same objectors 
to the employing; of many labourers among (he 
heathen, on the ground that God's work can be 
carried on without the help of human agency as 
well as with it, are the very persons who, at anotha 
time, question the duty of pious ministers, divinity 
students, and other christians of talent and approved 
character leaving their native country, on the 
ground that the cause of religion at home would 
suffer from ihe want of their services ! I pray 
you admire this consistency — a few scattered 
labourers occupying a field altogether dispropor- 
tionate to their physical and moral strength must 
remain without farther assistance, that there may 
>e room left for the display of God's sovereignty 
I effecting liis purposes of mercy without corres- 
inding human means ; but at home, where human 
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means are abundant, no deduction must be made 
from them, lest God could not dispense with their 
aid ! To solve the mystery of sentiments so con- 
tradictory being held by the same individual, we 
have only to remark, that in the one case the 
welfare of others only is at stake ; in the other 
case hb own. The selfishness of human nature 
explains many a moral enigma: it gives edge to 
arguments or blunts them ad ItbUum; and ** makes 
the worse seem the better reason.'^ 

When I look at the moral mass of the world, my 
eye is attracted by the light that shines in a little 
spot called Great Britain. There I observe the 
means of christian instruction comparatively abund- 
ant ; I see its ten thousand churches, and tens of 
thousands of schools, and tens of thousands of 
christian ministers and teachers, and thousands 
more preparing for the work and eager for employ- 
ment within the precincts of the beloved island. I 
then turn my eye to other countries of Europe, and 
see some of them approximating to Britain in pri- 
vilege and not far behind in practice; but other 
regions I see bedimmed with Roman Catholic 
superstition. I next take a wider range of ob- 
servation, and see skirting the western shores of 
the Atlantic " a goodly land," which already vies 
with the foremost of the civilized states of the 
whole world in all that is good and promismg; 
and she too is blessed with a numerous body of 
christian teachers, and her schools and colleges : — 
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j^early aending out more labourers to the AmericsB 
yineyard. Bat I cannot be detained longer by the 
contemplation of these brighter scenes, and here 
and there a spot of light and moral fertility. I turn 
to the black and dreary shades of all the chief 
portions of the rest of the globe, and see that 
** darkness covers the earth, and gross darkness the 
people." And seeing this I cannot question the 
propriety of inviting others to consider it ; but if 
they should be unwilling to do so, what must be 
doife ? would it be wrong ** to use sharpness?" 1 
have no desire for such an office, nor must anj 
thing I have said be construed as if I had usurped 
it; I leave it to those who can fill it with abetter 
grace. 

I am, &e. 



LETTER XVIIL 

REMARKS ON A SENTIMENT OF DOCTOR 

BUCHANAN. 

My dear Friend^ 

Missions to the heathen are either deserving 
of more general and decided support from all 
classes of the christian community, both in the way 
of furnishing men and money, than they have hi- 
therto obtained — or they are not. If they are not 
deserving of greatly enlarged encouragement, the 
subject, as treated in these letters, has been unduly 
magnified. Enthusiasm has exaggerated the pro- 
portions of that part of the spiritual temple not yet 
built, and truth refuses to sanction the mis- 
representation. 

But if christian missions are deserving of so 
much more liberal support and universal coun- 
tenance, how is it that they have not received 
it? 

Among other causes, I am sorry to particularize 
one which has been pressed upon my notice by the 
perusal of the sermon of the late Dr. Buchanan, 
preached before the Church (of England) Mission- 
ary Society, in 1810. When I allude to this 
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author also, as 1 have done to several others in the 
course of this correspondence, for the purpose of 
reprehending sentiments expressed by them, per- 
haps you may think I have become a very captious 
reader and judge of what other men write. But 
L shall not be deterred by the fear of any such 
imputation, from plainly shewing you my opinion ; 
and especially when I see cause to differ from 
writers who are highly and justly respected, and 
whose names carry with them an authority sufficient 
to give weight and currency to every sentiment 
they choose to publish. I could have descanted 
with more ease, and with far greater pleasure, 
upon the excellencies to be found in the authors I 
have referred to; but what is good, speaks for 
itself; what I would therefore attempt is, to pre- 
vent the bad which I conceive to be mixed with it, 
from passing unsuspected because found in con- 
nexion with much that is unexceptionable. 

What I refer to at present, as one cause of the 
small measure of attention and respect paid to the 
subject of missions, especially by christians of su- 
perior rank, wealth, and learning, is the idea that 
it is an undertaking to be carried on chiefly by 
persons in the lower walks of life ; and that men of 
that class are the most proper to be employed as 
missionaries. Hence there is a character of mean- 
ness and vulgarity Hhrown over the whole affair; 
and a man of superior station, or of a high charac- 
ter for learning, is taught to feel himself degraded 
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by any immediate contact with Missionary So- 
cieties or their agents. I know that many most 
distinguished characters, both at hpme and abroad, 
have shewn themselves to be above this prejudice, 
(for a most absurd prejudice assuredly it is,) but I 
confess myself somewhat surprised to find Dr. 
Buchanan abetting this false sentiment, or at least 
compromising the truth, in such a passage as the 
following — ** If you look around, you may ob- 
serve that few of the rich or learned of any society 
of christians, however small, and however zealous 
to diffuse Christianity, are disposed to go forth as 
missionaries ; and it is true, that if the rich and 
learned did go, they could not assimilate with the 
poor and ignorant among the heathen, so easily as 
their brethren of inferior station. They could not 
so easily suit with their poverty, nor tolerate their 
ignorance." 

The fact here stated, that '' few of the rich and 
learned are disposed to go forth as missionaries," 
is indisputable, nor am I disposed to question that 
they must make greater sacrifices were they to go. 
,But if I mistake not the meaning of this quotation, 
taken in connection with the passage that imme- 
diately follows it, the " rich and learned " have to 
thank Dr. Buchanan for giving them in the first 
place, a dbpensation altogether from actual en- 
gagement in missionary service ; and in the 
second place, such of them as are so disposed may 
extend the dispensation to exertions at home also, 



in such a cause, pleading that they do not find it 
easier *'to assimilate with the poor and ignomt 
mass of christians at home, than with the same 
descriptions of heathens abroad; and, therefore, 
keep aloof from their associations — meetings, aod, 
in short, from all social connection with tfaeniy for 
the purpose of spreading the gospel. 

Is not this sentiment exceedingly calculated to 
lower the tone of devotion to the cause, among all 
the best and most learned and able of the christian 
part of the population, to say nothing of its in- 
jurious influence upon men already disposed 
to pour contempt upon the whole subject, as the 
▼ain projects of yain and low minds. No one 
likes to be classed with the poor, and ignorant, 
and vulgar ; and say what you will of the humble 
and sober estimate Christianity teaches us to make 
of our circumstances and acquirements, there is 
notiiing either in the letter or spirit of its precepts 
on this subject, that inculcates it upon an indi- 
vidual who chooses a sphere of usefulness that 
requires him to ** associate with the poverty, and 
tolerate the ignorance of the heathen," to submit 
because he has made such a choice, (and that to 
the manifest prejudice of the cause,) to be reck- 
oned a man of '' inferior station" — neither respect- 
able for his learning nor for the rank he holds 
among his countrymen. Let but the notice spread 
among the heathen, that the teacher. sent to them 
^an of no account in the place he came from ; 
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and you throw a most fomiidable bar in the way of 
that missionary's success ; — and let this idea, al- 
ready too prevalent, be carefully kept aliye and 
disseminated at home ; and I will answer for it, 
that instead of the flower of our churches present- 
ing themselves to this glorious service, the very 
dregs of the churches (forgive the harshness of the 
expression) shall think themselves too good to be 
thrown away upon the heathen. Neither do I see 
any thing in Christianity that teaches the rich and 
learned of the followers of Christ to consider them* 
selves on the ground of their wealth or erudition, 
exempted from services, which, notwithstanding 
the opinion of Dr. Buchanan, I believe they could 
perform in very many cases, with more ease, 
acceptance, and success^ than their brethren in an 
inferior station and of more limited education. 

-Dr. Buchanan goes on to say — ** If you cannot 
find rich men of your own body to go forth to 
enlighten the world, you must send men of humble 
condition ; and if you cannot engage learned men, 
you i|iust send men of inferior attainments." But 
if men of humble condition be the more eligible 
class, as the passage before quoted seems to imply, 
why seek the rich and the learned ? Indeed, from 
the loose and undecided manner in which the 
Doctor expresses himself on this point, I suspect 
he either did not advert to the inference to be 
drawn from his previous statement, or meant some- 
thing else than his words strictly taken express. 
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The question may be brought to a short issue, 
thus — *^ Rich and learned men " should be sought 
** to go forth to enlighten the world," or they should 
not be sought. If they should not, why say, *' If 
then you cannot find rich men to go, &c. do so and 
so. This surely implies a search for that which b 
deemed desirable ; and upon finding it unsuccessful, 
the Doctor advises, as the best alternative, to send 
men of humble condition and inferior attainments. 
That is, if you cannot, in the first place, find what 
is best suited to your purpose, yQU must be content 
with what you can find. This seems to be the 
obvious interpretation of the passage, and yet 
Dr. Buchanan had said immediately before, that 
the rich and learned could not so '' easily" do what 
would be required of them, as inferior men could. 
Hence, I presume, he considered the latter to be 
preferable. 

But if, on the other alternative, rich and learned 
men should be sought, what is the best method of 
conducting the search ? — Is it not to press the duty 
of such men to engage in the work — to show the 
call made upon them, to explain how much the 
cause needs the services of the very best and 
ablest men that can be procured — that if they 
decline, the cause must suffer, both in the public 
estimation, and in regard to the real efficiency of 
its operations, because, in that event, only weak 
and unsuitable instruments may be employed, 
.*' men of humble condition," and "inferior attain- 
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ments;" but the best that could be procured, since 
able men would not come forward ? 

But has this method been adopted ? If it was 
Dr. Buchanan's opinion that rich and learned men, 
** zealous to diffuse Christianity/' should go forth 
to enlighten the world, why did he not use his 
eloquent tongue and pen to urge upon them the 
performance of the christian duty. No one who 
reads the ** Christian Researches in India" can 
doubt the author's courage, and yet I am tempted to 
ask, was he afraid of the disapprobation of some 
of the reverend and learned personages before 
whom his sermon was preached, lest he should 
seem to censure ^Aeer supineness? — T^hy does he 
turn it off with a flourish of his pen, '* if you cannot 
find rich and learned men of your own body to go 
forth, send men of ' humble condition,' and ' in- 
ferior attainments ?' " 

But I must add one question more. — If the 
Doctor thought these inferior men good enough, 
what becomes of his statement, and of the argument 
founded upon it in a preceding part of the same 
discourse ? — ** I have sometimes been ashamed to 
see the christian missionary put to silence by the 
intelligent Bramin, on some point relating to the 
history of the Eastern nations^ or to the present 
state of mankind. I have felt anxious for the 
credit of Christianity on such occasions." 

It really seems invidious to be finding fault with 
so many things, but I think Dr. Buchanan's wish to 
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apare the " rich had learned," because they might 
Botfind missionary service so "easy;" and his wil- 
lingness to accept of inferior instruments in theinoom, 
<m the one hand, and his conviction of the osefulness 
of learning on the other, hare led him into several 
odd contradictions. For instance, he says in one 
place, " Every branch of knowledge which a good 
man possesses, he may apply to some good pur- 
pose. If he posiessed the knowledge of an arch- 
angel, he might employ it all to the advantage of 
man and the gbry of God." This is nobly said; 
and Iwish this sentimeiit,unfett«red and unqualified, 
were received as an undoubted maxim, and followed 
up to its legitimate consequences in the great concern ■ 
of maintfuning and promoting Christianity where it 
has got some footing among the heathen, and extend- 
ing it to places where it is yet wholly unknown. 
It might have been expected, surely, that Dr. Bu- 
chanan's induction from this, taken along with the 
instances he referred to of ignorant missionaries 
being put to shame before intelligent heathens, 
would have been that missionaries could not pos- 
sess too much learning — too much knowledge of 
eoery kind. But his inference dwindles into this — 
" Some portion of learning is therefore indispen- 
sable to ensure even a tolerable degree of success 
in proacbinj to the heathen world." But then he 
goea on to except mathematical and classical learn- 
ing. He allows "a knowledge of the original 
languages of scripture to be indispensable to mis- 
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sionaries who are to be translators ;'^ ** but for 
missionaries in general, who preach to nnciyilized 
nations, classical erudition i$ not .necessary /" 
Only compare this with, '' if a good man possessed 
the knowledge of an archangel, he might employ 
it all to the advantage of men and the glory of 
Godr 

But why is mathematical and philosophical leara- 
ing less necessary than the knowledge of history, 
and of the present state of mankind ? Dr. Bucha- 
nan happened to see a missionary put to silence 
by a heathen on a question of this latter kind ; 
but if he had seen him put to silence on a questioH 
concerning some of the phenomena of nature which 
can only be explained on scientific principles, 
would there not have been equal occasion to " feel 
anxious for the credit of Christianity V* 

It is curious to observe how different men, 
attaching peculiar importance to some one branch 
of knowledge, think all others may be dispensed 
with, if their favourite science is not neglected. 
Dr. Buchanan's missionary might be qualified to 
deliver lectures on history or geography ; but Mi; 
Douglas i9ays, *' Even in the colleges of India, 
where learning is most required, only two branchea 
of instruction are especially required — a knowlec^ 
of the English, and of Chemistry ^ in its simplest 
form, as applicable to daily phenomena, and daily 
uses." Hints an Missions, p. 103. 

Is it not better to hold that missionaries may. 
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profitably for themselves and for others also, pos- 
sess knowledge as much as they may^ and not have 
too much. A man's stock of knowledge is easily 
carried about with him. It is neither burdensome 
nor dangerous, and is sometimes far cheaper than 
ignorance. 

But to divest the question of all ambiguity, I 
think it should be stated in this way : — 

(1.) It is allowed on all hands that mission- 
aries, although possessed but of limited know* 
ledge, may be useful and honoured labourers ; but 
if their range of knowledge were widened, and 
their uncultivated talents better improved, would 
they not in all probability be more successful, as 
being more fitted for their work ? We know that 
the blessing of God is equally necessary to render 
efEcacious the labours of the learned and ignorant, 
the wise and the unwise of his servants ; but we 
are here speaking of them simply, as comparatively 
better and worse adapted to their work, from the 
possession or want of ordinary qualifications. 

But if a missionary is not better fitted as an 
instrument from his ceasing to be illiterate, and be- 
coming a man of various learning and general 
knowledge;* then this cultivation of his talents, 

* A remark of that keen observer, Richard Cecil, de- 
serves to be remembered. '^ Ignorance in ministers is an 
occasion of exciting enmity against Christianity. A muk 
may betray ignorance on ahnost every sabject, except the 
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and storing of his mind, must be of no use, if not 
positively injurious. And neither of these doc- 
trines do T consider tenable. 

You must here distinguish between two things— 
the INDISPENSABLENESS of learning to a mis- 
sionary, and the advantage of learning to a 
missionary. For the former I do not contend : 
for the latter I do. That is to say, extensive 
erudition is not indispensable to the success of mis- 
sionaries, because many highly honoured servants 
of God, destitute of all such pretensions, have 
been, and are, abundantly useful and acceptable. 
Such men have been, and will be sent out ; and, 
especially in connexion with others of higher in- 
tellectual power and more extensive acquirements, 
with great advantage to the cause. 

But I think that knowledge of every kind, as 
much as may be procured, is always advantageous — 
and never injurious. Hence I infer that the 
friends of missions should give to every man they 
send out, the means of acquiring as much learning 
and knowledge as circumstances will admit. And 
my quarrel is with those who, inconsistently as I 
conceive, .admit the advantages of learning, yet 
do not use the means to make missionaries learned; 
and shift off the duty of procuring learned men by 
pretending that they cannot be obtained, and 

way of salvation. Bat if others see him to be a fool off his 
own ground, they will think him a fool on that ground. 
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then comfort themselves that ** inferior men 
may do as well, if not better ! This, I repeat, b 
lowering the claims and character of the missionary 
cause, and injuring its interests not merely in the 
eyes of the world, but by rendering its operations 
less elTectiye and successful than otherwise, tiiere 
is reason to conclude, they would have been. 

(2.) If it be admitted that learned and able 
missionaries, other things being equal, are to be 
preferred to men of inferior attainments, ought not 
all proper means to be used to procure men of the 
former description ? Is it not wrong to rest con- 
tented with inferior instruments, and palliate or 
excuse, or even justify the men of superior station 
and learning, who might prove more effective in- 
struments, merely because they do not choose to 
go^ or do not find it so *' easy" to make the re- 
quisite sacrifices'? And is it not wrong in a 
professed friend of the cause, (and the more emi- 
nent that friend, so much the greater his crime,) 
to sanction and teach the '' rich and learned " to 
scorn the missionary work as beneath them to take 
any actual share in it, leaving it to men of learning 
so limited, and station so mean, that they may 
charitably be supposed to be good for nothing 
cUe ?" 

I know not whether most of the arguments 
against the employment of highly qualified persons 
may not be traced to an underrating of the office 
of the ministry. It was truly observed by 
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one,* concerning the apostle Paul, that *^ his life 
and death were one magnifymg of his office. His 
object was to win souls ; — to execute the will of 
God." And it was profoundly added, *' As the 
man rises in his own esteem, his office sinks ; hut as 
the office rises in his view, ** the man falls" So 
when men are regarded as very rich or very 
learned, they are thought too high for the office of 
a missionary. The office sinks before their wealth 
and wisdom. But the right view of the office 
shews that, while men are evidently unfit — too low 
for it, none are too great, too high for it. *' Who 
is sufficient for these things?" is the exclama- 
tion of one impressed as he ought by a sense of 
the weight and difficulty of the office. 

I thought that Christianity taught its disciples 
to condescend to men of low estate ; that it taught 
the rich to rejoice in that he is made low, while it 
taught the brother of low degree to rejoice in being 
exalted ; but if we are to adopt the principle of 
excusing the rich man, because he cannot ** assi- 
milate with the poor," and <* associate with their 
poverty, and tolerate their ignorance," politely 
assigning him a good place at home, where he 
will not be shocked with the contact of poverty 
and ignorance, are we not ** having respect to him 
that weareth the gay clothing, saying unto him, 
Sit thou here in a good place ; and saying to the^ 

« R. Cecil. 
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|H>or» Stand thou there^ or sit here under my foot- 
stool." See the "whole of the second chapter of the 
epistle of James, and try if you can reconcile it 
with the doctrine here animadverted upon. I 
suspect you will find it to be more difficult than 
some have found it to reconcile James with hb 
brother apostle Paul. 

I am, &c. 



LETTER XIX. 

ON THE MBANS TO BE USED IN RAISING UP 

MISSIONARIES. 

My dear friend. 

It must have struck you in perusing certain 
books, which profess to give a general view of the 
doctrines and duties of revelation, how little the 
missionary character of Christianity has been 
brought forward. Indeed, so obscure a place does 
this subject hold in some systems of divinity, whole 
duties of man, &c. books, otherwise sound, judi- 
cious, and comprehensive, that a reader might 
peruse the whole, and scarcely be able to tell if the 
duty to propagate the ' gospel was not wholly left 
out of the system. The duty of praying for the 
coming of the kingdom of God, is of course intro- 
duced in the exposition of the Lord's prayer, and 
the duty of love to God and man naturally em- 
braces every object, which is a proper expression 
of love ; and among the rest, the proniotion of the 
divine glory, and the welfare, of our fellow-crea- 
tures, by disseminating the truth of God. But 
this is treated as a subordinate topic, while doubt- 
ful questions and strifes of words occupy many 
pages, and call forth all the zeal of the authors. 
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But if some writers have made too little of this 
point, perhaps you may think that I have made too 
much — that I have spoken in too unqualified terms 
on several topics connected with the spread of 
Christianity — such as the obligation resting upon 
properly qualified christians (nil ohstafUe) to be- 
come missionaries to the heathen — the quantity of 
exertion and sacrifice to be made by christians, in 
order to fulfil the command of Christ, &c. But I 
think the advocate of such a cause need not feel 
much uneasiness, although he may have neglected 
to qualify in every particular his representations. 
They whom it concerns will supply his deficiency, 
and practically make su£Scient abatement of 
the demands. There is no danger of too many 
well qualified candidates offering themselves, in 
consequence of any such calls upon them. There 
is unhappily no cause of alarm at present, lest the 
christian world should err in the way of excess in 
contributing to the missionary cause. 

On the contrary, if experience and observation 
may be at all regarded, there is ground to con- 
clude that such statements of the case as have been 
made in these letters, supposing" them to be 
sounded in the ears of the very men to whom the 
strictures apply, would, in a great majority of 
instances, leave them in a very complacent frame 
of mind, as to what they had been, doing in this 
cause, and what they should in future do. 

Still, however, some might hear, and consider, 
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and repent, and in the spirit of Zaecheus gi^e 
fourfold for what they had kept back from the 
cauie ef God, and henceforth be its doToted and 
consistent friends and supporters. 

It is not by one stroke of the battering ram. 
the .walls of a besieged fortress are made to fail ; 
but a repetition of strokes may at length make 
a breach. These letters are but a few strokes 
at various points of the wall of the castle of In* 
dolence; and if perseveringly followed up by 
heavier and more skilful blows from engines of 
greater power, the effect will doubtless at last be 
produced. 

In this view every missionary sermon, every 
missionary meeting, every missionary publication^ 
does something towards its accomplishment. And 
O it will be a glorious state of the church, when 
every christian in every church, prompted by the 
mercies which he has received of the Lord, and 
knowing the terrors of the Lord which hang over 
a sinful world, shall be earnestly asking, ** Lord, 
whatwouldst thou have ME to do?" and ready 
to do whatever the answer communicated by 
" the wisdom " that is " profitable to direct," shaU 
point out. 

If so, let means be used generally and syste- 
matically, to rouse the attention of christians to 
this subject more than has ever yet been done.. 

Let me suggest — 

1. That all ministeils and pastors of diardies 

M 
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inserted all such information of a literary, 
and general nature, as may be transmitted bj 
missionaries from their several stations, and which 
it does not consist with the plan of any of 
the existing Missionary Chronicles, Reports, &c. 
to insert. 

I have long thought something of this kind very 
desirable. It has been said, and ttuly, that it 
would tend much to interest the friends of lite- 
rature in general, in the labours of missionaries, if 
their communications embraced matters of general 
interest respecting the countries in wMch they 
sojourn, as well as intelligence more specifically 
of a missionary character. 

Missionaries have been loudly complained 
agunst, that they have paid so little attention to 
thb subject; but the best apology for them is, 
that there has been no proper channel throngfa 
which these communications could be brought 
before the eye of the public. The missionary 
periodical papers find their limits small enough 
for containing information strictly relating to their 
missionary work, and as this deservedly holds the 
first place, articles of a more general nature caniiot 
be admitted. And missionaries knowing this, 
think it needless to furnish them. But I am per- 
suaded, that were some publication devoted to 
this branch of mUsionary iateUigence, it might both 
be rendered subservient to the interests of the cause, 
by securing more universal attention and respect, 



243 

his hearers to the wants of otherB, it is no wonder 
if they as seldom think of them, and do nothing'to 
help them. But can this he considered a right 
christian spirit ? 

Let us suppose in the first and hest age of 
Christianity, a church planted by the apostles, 
enjoying th$ stated ministry of the gospel, and 
walking in the ordinances and commandments of 
the Lord. They have been called out of darkness 
into marvellous light ; but many around them are 
in that darkness still. These christians, however, 
enjoy their ordinances, from week to week, from 
year to year ; but none of them go forth to tell 
their heathen neighbours what a Saviour they have 
found — to what hopes they are begotten again-r 
from what a death they have been delivered — and 
to represent the need of these blessings to every 
sinner. Does it not strike you as something very 
incongruous, to suppose that a primitive church 
should be so indifferent about the spread of the 
gospel? Indeed they could not have been de« 
scribed in the terms I have quoted — ** walking in all 
the ordinances and commandments of the Lord 
BLAMELESS," if such was their character ; for in 
that case they were neglecting at least one com- 
mandment. 

2. That all christians, whether ministers or 

others, who have proper views and feelings on this 

subject, form the distinct purpose of doing every 

thing in their power, according to their sev^ ~' 

^ M2 
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abilities^ to fiem the missionary flame arouitd Aem. 
Christiaiis of learning and ability should take every 
proper occasion to bring tiie question before Aeir 
friends and fellow christians. 

In furtherance of this idea^ some might turn their 
minds to a comprehensive and thorough inves- 
tigation of the nature^ obligation , motives, means, 
and certain results of the evangelization of the 
world. Here is a list of a few grand desiderata 
on this most interesting subject. 

(1.) A missionary survey of the world. 

(2.) A missionary estimate of the resources, 
moral, literary, and physical, of the christian 
world, for attempting the conversion ' of all 
nations. 

N. B. This estimate should be formed not oo 
the idea of such a gradual increase and multi- 
plication of means as may possibly, in the course 
of four or five centuries, amount to something 
adequate to the extent of the work ; but on the 
supposition that it is imr work — our duty to at- 
tempt the whole. I do not entertain the enthu- 
siastic idea, that all the heathen will at once be- 
come docile, reasonable, ingenuous, believing, as 
soon as they behold a host of missionaries come 
to convert them ; or that the effect of one unpre- 
cedented effoijb shall operate with the effect oi 
magic on the world. But on the other hand, I 
think exertion to such an extent would wamnt 
hig^ hopes that God was about to pour out an 
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extraordinary blessing, since he had caused his 
OWQ people to make a devoted and simultaneous 
moYement in obedience to his command, to make 
known his salvation to every tribe, and kindred, 
and people, and nation. 

(3.) An inquiry into the most proper and effec- 
tual means of providing a supply of suitable men 
for the missionary office, and preparing them for 
its duties. And in connexion with this, the best 
means of assisting native converts of promising 
abilities in every part of the world, to give them- 
selves to the work of instructing their countrymen. 
There is reason to conclude, that in many cases, 
from not following up partial success at mis- 
sionary stations, by employing hopeful converts, 
the work has, humanly speaking, been much 
retarded. 

(4.) A series of popular tracts on missionary 
subjects, embracing descriptions of the state of 
heathen nations, the character of their superstitions, 
the effect of attempts to convert them, the 
causes of the failure of such attempts, where th^ 
have been unsuccessful — the extent of the field of 
missions — want of labourers to cultivate it, &c. 

This object is in part met by the monthly papers 
of some of the societies; but they are chiefly con- 
fined to those who ai'e already subscribing to 
the cause-H3uch tracts should be universally cir- 
culated. 

(5.) A periodical publication, in which might be 
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inserted all such information of a literary, scientific^ 
and general nature, as may be transmitted \gy 
missionaries from their several stations, and whkh 
it does not consist with the plan of any of 
the existing Missionary Chronicles, Reports, &€. 
to insert. 

I have long thought something of this kind veiy 
desirable. It has been said, and ttuly, that it 
would tend much to interest the friends of lite- 
rature in general, in the labours of missionaries, if 
their communications embraced matters of general 
interest respecting the countries in wMch they 
sojourn, as well as intelligence more specifically 
of a missionary character. 

Missionaries have been loudly complained 
against, that they have paid so little attention to 
thb subject; but the best apology for them is, 
that there has been no proper channel throngfa 
which these communications could be brought 
before the eye of the public. The missionary 
periodical papers find their limits small enough 
for containing information strictly relating to their 
missionary work, and as this deservedly holds the 
first place, articles of a more general nature caniiot 
be admitted. And missionaries knowing this, 
think it needless to furnish them. But I am per- 
suaded, that were some publication devoted to 
this branch of mimoiiary mtelligence, it might both 
be rendered subservient to the interests of the cause, 
by securing more universal attention and respect, 
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^p^hile it contributed important additions to the 
stock of human knowledge ; and might also, under 
judicious and spirited management, be made a 
source of considerable annual revenue to the mis- 
sic nary societies. 

The details of the plan it does not belong to me 
to enter into; but if the hint be attended to, it 
may become a-means of no small efficacy in pro- 
moting this best of causes. 

It would not be difficult to increase the list of 
desiderata ; but if these few be supplied, they will 
operate in their own way, and may lead to the 
suggestion of other things conduciye to the same 
glorious end« 

I am,*&c. 

P. S. Since the above was written, I have ob- 
served that in the Evangelical Magazine for 1810 
and 1811, is inserted a series of papers on the state 
of evangelical religion throughout the world, which 
in some degree meets my idea of a missionary 
survey of the world, as stated in the foregoing list 
of desiderata. Perhaps there may be other pub- 
lications extant, of which I am not aware, in which 
these subjects are treated of. If so, means should 
be taken to give them the widest circulation. 
Many excellent papers, which have appeared in 
Magazines and Reviews, or extracts from them 
might with great advantage be reprinted. 



" LETTER XX. 



OK THB 'SPIRIT OF THS MISSIOMART 

ENTBRPRI8E. 

My dear Friend, 

Having given yon my thoughts npon a variety 
of subjects connected with the missionaiy work, it 
may not be improper to say something on the 
tifnitM in which the whole ought to be conducted. 
It ought not to be a self-sufficient, worldly-wise, 
or enthusiastically daring spirit — ^but a spirit of 
humble» yet resolute faith — meek devotion — en- 
lightened zeal, animated and directed by love to 
God and man. 

Hiis may seem so obvious as not to require dis- 
tinct notice ; but it may not be wholly unnecessary 
to state it. To pass it in silence, when so many 
other topics may have been insisted on, might be 
construed into inattention to a point of the most 
essential importance. 

The whole undertaking is unspeakably solemn. 
It is a matter of life and* death. It involves the 
salvation or destruction of all who are engaged in 
itf whether as preachers or hearers— dispensers or 
reoeivers of the word of God. They that preach 
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must deliver their own souls; and the sincere 
faithful labourer will : but the careless unsanc>> 
tified instrument, after having' preached the gospel 
tQ others, shall himself be cast away. The hearer 
of the word, who mixes faith with the hearing, 
who believes with the heart unto righteousness, 
and makes confession with the month, shall obtain 
salvation. As to him, the preacher is the savour 
of life unto life; whereas, the wicked who turns 
not from his evil way shall perish, but his blood 
shall be upon his own head. 

But this responsibility, and the consequent guilt 
of unfaithfulness in doing the work of the Lord, 
ought to be viewed as attaching not merely to Ihe 
immediate labourers in the field, but also, in a 
degree, to all at home, who are required to set 
their hands to the cause, and may be assisting in 
it even in the humblest degree. The sin of doing 
the work of the Lord deceitfully is not peculiar to 
the labourers in one department only. Lukewarm- 
ness may be the sin of the weekly or annual con- 
tributor, as well as of the missionary. I do not 
say that the guilt is equal ; but the least degree of 
it will be found heavy enough one day. It were 
awful in a missionary to be pampering himself, and 
living at his ease, and neglecting the souk of men 
perishing around him-74iis fellow men, whose ex- 
treme wretchedness was making the most touching 
appeals to his humanity, to say nothing of his chris- 
tian benevolence and imperious obligations ! But 

M 3 
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does it argue no guilt to live at ease in Great 
tain, and not -concern oneself about who is perish- 
ingy who is calling for help, who is tossed with the 
tempest of an alarmed conscience uid not cam- 
forted? It were an instance of deprayity almost 
as great as could be found in the heathen world 
itself, if a man sent on purpose to distribute the 
bread of life to the perishing, should go to them, 
but neglect to fulfil his commission ! Keep hu 
stores locked up, and suffer them to perish for 
want before his eyes ! But is there no deprayity 
in the case of those who know that there are 
millions upon millions thus perishing, and scarcelj 
moye a finger to help them? — Who never once 
denied themseWes one sensual indulgence — ^never 
made one sacrifice-^ — neyer put forth one hearty 
self-denied exertion to communicate of their 
abundance? 

When men unite in a commercial enterprise, 
or for the purpose of prosecuting discoyeries in 
natural history, or any other fayourite branch of 
human knowledge, there is seldom room to com- 
plain of want of deyotement to the object. The 
common interest all the parties feel in it, b a 
sufficient guarantee for each member of the society 
acting his part. They imbibe the same sentiments 
and feelmgs — ^they breathe one spirit, and their 
success in general coiresponds to their willing 
unwearied exertions. This is as it should be — ^we 
neither decry such pursuits, nor enyy the reward 
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of such exertions ; but we may learn a lesson from 
the spirit of derotedness to their object which the 
men of this world, we may say, umfarmly display* 

But O how little (I had almost said how child- 
ish) are the most dignified and praiseworthy exer- 
tions of human intellect and human passions for the 
attainment of some earthly transitory good, when 
brought into coinparison with the godlike, bene- 
ficent design of changing the face of the moral 
world, by the extirpation of ignorance and ido- 
latry, root and branch, and filling the earth with 
the knowledge of the Lord ! If the generous 
philanthropy of this design should fire every breast 
with zeal in the prosecution of it, the unspeakable 
misery of the objects of our compassion, the danger 
of failure from mistake or inactivity, or from 
engaging in it in an improper spirit, should give 
double emphasis to the obligation we are under to 
seek grace from God to b^ faithful and diligent in 
obeying his own command. 

If these things be so, what manner of persons 
ought we to be in serious devotedness' to this 
cause ! When a plague is raging in a dountry, 
there is little thought of diversion; there is no 
heart for merriment ; and in devising and employ- 
ing means that the plague be stayed, there is deep 
solemnity in every countenance^ The image of 
death every where presents itself. Hearts are 
lifted upN in secret to the almighty Pisposer of 
life and death. There are earnest cries fc 



display of hk mercy, far AeeAm as to Ab use of 
meams, and Htr c agth and oouaf^e to iklfil the m^ 
laaeholy bat Beoeflsary dnty of tlioae wbo go 
betweenthelmngaiid the dead. Sndi a calaautj 
as the plague makes people forget their little 
differences and piivate interests. And they who 
are mercifally deliFcaed from it will feel it to be 
the most proper expreasion of their gratitade to God» 
to do all they can, and that tawiedtirfely, to help 
the nnhapjpy persons who are still exposed to the 
pestilence. An hoards delay would be felt to be 
criminal — ^the total neglect of the sufferers, whik 
a remedy was at hand, the most preposterous and 
inhuman cruelty. 

Such, I oonceiFe, is somewhat like the spirit of 
solemnity^ diligence, dependance upon God, gra- 
titude for his mercy, and humility before him, 
which should characterize all who are concerned 
in the great work to which these Letters refer. 
.While it is not shaded with the gloom and des- 
pondency that hang over the scene of a pestilence, 
concerning which we hare no intimation whether 
it may be stayed, or whether all means will be 
alike ineffectual, we have but the greater reason to ' 
labour in hope. We have the gracious assurance 
that ** our labour shall not be in vain in the Lord,'' 
if we set ourselves in good earnest to the vrork of 
saving soub. Right impressions of the duty will 
>Aad to deep seriousness in the performance of it. 

work, to which the proper introduction is 



253 

** fasting and prayer/' ought to be prosecuted in a 
corresponding spirit of self-denial and devotion. 

iThe consideration of the partial success of mis- 
sions in general, and an intense feeling of the need 
of diyine influence, have of late years excited many 
to the duty of more frequent, special, earnest 
prayer for the Spirit of light and life to be poured 
out on all flesh. The church, '< the garden walled 
around" needs these influences— and they are 
needed on the barren wastes of heathenism. That 
many have been thus stirred up to pray is a good 
sign, so far as it goes. But I have always thought 
that, unaccompanied with other signs of improve- 
ment, there is room to .question how far such im* 
pressions of the need of divine aid practically 
affect those who profess to be under them. With 
regard to such a blessing, if we really ask it, we 
have it ; and if we have it, we have also its neces- 
sary concomitants. What I mean is, that if there 
be so deep and universal a feeling of the import- 
ance of obtaining a more abundant measure of that 
Spirit of God, the residue of which is with him, 
the blessing is already in a good degi'ee obtained. 
But as these influences are not to supersede, but to 
animate, our labours, the enjoyment of them implies 
more zealous exertion — more unreserved conse- 
cration — more simplicity of aim — more heavenliness 
of temper in all we say and do. Hence, to prove 
that this spirit of supplication, which has been ia> 
some degree manifested, has come from God, and 
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is not mere animal excitement, produced by the call 
addressed to us to engage in it, seconded by our ovm 
conviction of the propriety of the exercise, there 
must be a corresponding spirit of zeal and activity 
in working. If we pray, and only pray, idly 
expecting an answer, and attempting nothing till 
we think we have received it, there is something 
wrong. The prayer that is sincere is foUowed by 
the immediate effort of faith to realize the blessing 
prayed for. If prayer be not so followed up, the 
meaning of it '' being interpreted," it is just that 
God, by exerting his own divine power, in^con verting 
the heathen nations, would spare us the trouble of 
making any farther exertion*-or at least so remove 
difficulties and dangers, that the performance of 
the duty would be to us all that was gratifying and 
soothing; and be in all respects more the joy of 
harvest, than the weeping labour of them that tiif 
and sow. 

I do not by any means say, that the influences of 
the Spirit can be dispensed with, or that prayer for 
them is out of place in the present state of our pro- 
gress in the work of evangelizing the heathen na- 
tions. This is impossible. Indeed, I think there 
is no hope of much good being done, either at home 
or abroad, till we see more of that heavenly influ- 
ence pervading ail ranks of contributors to this 
work, and all labourers in every department of it. 
But I say that we must not rest in merely praying 
for this blessing. Praying must be foUo\^ed with ' 
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doing, and labour must be sanctified b^r prayer; 
Let us '* believe we have the petitions we desire 
of him," and act accordingly. Till we do so we 
ask amiss, if not as to the subject of our prayem, at 
least as to the spirit of them. 

I am well aware that not a few. contribute to the 
missionary cause, just as they do to any other 
benevolent institution, without thinking much about 
it. When we have gotten such people's money, 
we have gotten all we have to expect from them. 
The cause is not helped by their prayers, for they 
are not given to prayer. It is not helped by their 
example, for their conduct is not exemplary. It is 
not helped by their persuasive arguments in its 
favour, in their respective circles, for they are un- 
able to -reason in its defence. They neither under- 
stand its claims^ nor appreciate its importance. 

O when the Spirit of power and love^ and 'of a 
sound mind, shall descend upon these, and upon all 
the professed friends of the missionary and Bible 
cause, there will be a change indeed ! For this let 
IIS pray, and. in the mean time be doing what we 
can with the limited means we enjoy. 

True christians have a most exalted idea of the 
glory of their unseen Saviour. But as his glory/ 
while he was upon earth, was obscured by the veil 
of humanity, he chose to wear, so his glory is still 
in a great degree holden from the world, because 
the number of his professed followers is compa- 
ratively small, and the light of many of them is hid 
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under a bushel. They form but a small portion of 
the inhabitants of the world* and multitudes of the 
number of those that call him Lord, bring no glory 
to his name ; for their character disgraces the reU- 
gion they profess. We believe indeed that the 
heathen are given to our Saviour *^ for his inhe- 
ritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for his 
possession ;" but we see not yet '^ all things put 
under him." I sometimes endeavour to realize the 
feelings of a christian of a future and happier age of 
the church, when the far greater part of the world 
shall have been subdued to Christ, and be full of 
<< people made willing in the day of His power.'' 
How will the heart of every christian of that 
happier age expand, when he looks around to the 
east and west, and south and north, and contem- 
plates the crowding millions of every clime and of 
every language, ranked among the humble and 
joyful followers of Jesus ! — their idols thrown 
away —their cruel rites abolished — their wars all 
over — their cup of prosperity jas full as it can be on 
earth, and Christ the theme of every tongue, 
and the supreme object of love and devotion of 
every heart 

Great is the joy of loyal and affectionate sub- 
jects, when the king they venerate, and who has 
been long deprived of his crown and the enjoyment 
of his just rights as the sovereign of an extensive 
empire — ^a king who- has long been confined to a 
narrow spot as to actual dominion, and has had but 
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few devoted to his cause and sharers of his fortunes, 

and supporters of his honours and majesty, — I say 

great is the joy of such a people, when their king 

is restored to the full possession of his kingdom — 

when the hearts of all are opened to revere him, 

and bowed in dutiful submission before him. So it 

will be with the faithful followers of Christ, in that 

day when he shall be glorious in the eyes of all 

nations. For although his true friends know that 

he has a right to universal empire, yet there is still 

a difference between merely having a right, and 

being actually put in possession of it. It is one 

thing to contemplate the kingdoms of this world as 

Christ's in reversion, and another thing to see them 

rejoicing in the blessings of his reign. Let us 

cheerfully give oar life and labours to accelerate 

this blessed era. 

I am, &c. 



LETTER XXI. 

SOME. OF THE CAUSES OF INDIFFEREKCK TO 
MISSIONARY EXERTIONS. 

My dear Fmnd» 

What is the reason why so many professuig 
christians render so little efficient aid to the cause 
of the blessed Saviour in the heathen world ? This 
is a question that forces itself upon us when we 
think on the one hand how much aid that cause 
requires, and on the, other how practically indif- 
ferent many are whom in cnarity we are bound to 
consider as sincere christians. This indifference 
is to be traced to a variety of causes, and it may 
not be unuseful briefly to glance at some of them. 

(1.) The burden of supporting the ordinances 
of religion among themselves presses heavily upon 
some bodies of christians. It seeios to require 
their utmost exertions to provide for their owd; 
and so many, because they feel that they can do 
very little, absolutely do nothing in the way of 
contributmg to the spread of the gospel. 

(2.) The pressure of the times' also is severely 
felt by many. But when will this cease ? Shall 
the heathen be allowed to live and die without 
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Christ till the ** hard times" are over ? It is ad- 
mitted that in the course of providence the circum- 
stances of individuals may be so reversed, that 
however willing and even zealous to help the 
'' good cause/' they cannot, consistently with the 
claims of justice, contribute even the smallest sum. 
Such are, of course, absolved from the guilt of 
withholding assistance; but so long as men have 
what they can call their own, of that they are un- 
questionably bound to impart a share to those who 
are poorer than themselves. Let them imitate the 
churches of Macedonia, of whom it is recorded 
that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of 
their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the 
riches of their liberality ; for to their power, yea, 
and beyond their power, they were wilUng of 
themselves. They would say, " We are very poor 
and the times very hard, we can ill spare any thing 
from our small stock ; but our bowels yearn over 
the poof heathen around us — ^with them it is hard 
times indeed ! They are destitute of the gospel, 
while we are rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom ; 
let ,us live upon the coarsest fare, and strip our- 
selves of every superfluity, rather than leave them 
to perish." 

(3.) The calls for help at our own doors — ^the 
support of preachers in remote and 'destitute parts 
of our own country^ seem to possess a prior claim 
upon our liberality. Heathens at home have as 
much need of the gospel as heathens abroad. This 
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is a perfect tniisiiiy and so is the converse of it ; 
heathens abroad have as much need of the gospel 
as heathens at home* And what b the infeTence? 
Neglect one of them ; Surely not Aid both ac- 
cording to your ability. But the very circomstance, 
that the heathen at home are so much within sight 
and within hearings gives them so greatly the ad- 
vantage over heathens abroad in competing for a 
share of christian beneficence^ that a man of con- 
sideration, adverting to this circumstance, may I 
think very safely give the latter ^ejirst place io 
his r^^ds; persuaded that the heathen at home 
will attract the regiEuxL of many who wil{ never 
think of the heathen abroad, or only think -of them 
as having a secondary and distant claim to atten- 
tion. According to the views of some, the worship- 
pers of the gods of Hindoostan, China, Africa, &c. 
should be left to their idols till there are no remains 
of ignorance and idolatry among ourselves. When 
any one ai'gues in this way it might not be improper 
to advise him to adhere sti^ictly to his own prin- 
ciple, and abstain from teaching the ignorant, even 
of his own countrymen, till he has nothing more to 
learn himself ; to correct no errors till he has left 
no error in his own heart uncorrected ; not to 
concern himself with the spiritual dangers and 
wants of his brother till he himself is beyond the 
reach of danger, and has no wants unsupphed — 
for ** Charity begins at home !" 

Such sentiments are sometimes harboured in a 
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latent form, where nothing of the kind is op«nIy 
avowed ; but so far as they operate, they cut the 
sinews of exertion in the most glorious of causes — 
the conversion of the whole world to the faith of 
Christ, that He may reign, and all his enemies be 
put under his feet. 

(4.) Prejudice against the publicity and actiyity 
of missionary and other societies has a very un- 
favourable effect upon their interests in some 
quarters. There is a class of christians who profess 
much in a certain way, but who speak and think 
in a slighting manner of the active exertions of 
some of their brethren. '' We do not approve," 
say they, '' of so much bustle and stir ; we have no 
taste for * public exhibitions.' 'A good sermon is 
better than a missionary meeting at any time : we 
see some who make a great figure at your meetings 
that would be better employed attending to the 
concerns of their own families, or to the exami* 
nation of their own hearts. It is nothing but 
pride that prompts all this display of zeal." Such 
is their language, and consistently enough diey 
refrain from lending their public support to the 
cause that calls forth such displays of unhallowed 
zeal. *' I know the pride and the naughtiness of 
thine heart," said Eliab to his younger brother 
David; and whether such language as that now 
quoted be not dictated by a similar spirit deserves 
consideration. 
But although these humble retiring Christinas 
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disapprove of *^ public exhibitions/' they might be 
zealous in the cause itself in their own way ; and I 
have no doubt that many of them aid it most 
efficiently, while they are too modest to let their 
liberality be known. In other cases, however, I 
am afraid the objection to the publicity of mis- 
sionary proceedings 'rests on other grounds; they 
would be thought the friends of Christianity at less 
expense than taking an actiye share in societies for 
its pron^otion implies. 

The class of disapprovers of '* public exbibitions'' 
contains not a lew individuals who discover mucii 
of the true spirit of Christianity in their private life. 
They are exemplary in their attention to relative 
duties — ^the religious instruction of children and 
domestics — their love of the pure gospel and at- 
tachment to the ministers who preach it. Their 
disrelish or dbapprobation of the zealous attempts 
made in the present day to excite and keep up a 
spirit of active christian benevolence may be owing 
to their fear lest this outward zeal should be made 
a substitute for the less obtrude, but not less 
essential, virtues of the christian character. It is 
true that efforts to promote the prosperity of the 
vineyard of others may be made at the expense of 
the welfare of our own. But this is not necessarily 
implied; and instead of retiring from the scene 
of exertion from an apprehension of danger to our- 
selves, and instead of censuring the conduct of 
those who. incur the risk, would it not be more 
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and influence to encourage every sincere attempt to 
promote the good of our fellow- creatures? and 
at the same time exhibit an example of the power 
of religion in our own heart and life, in con- 
necHon with such exertions. Surely this would be 
manifesting more of the spirit of Christ than to 
stand aloof from the contest of benevolence, and 
find fault with them that engage in it. 

A keen observer could see pride lurking in the 
folds of the tattered garments of the old cynic, who 
professed to despise all the pomp and vanity and 
** pride" of the world. We judge not individuals, 
but reasoning from the nature of things, perhaps it 
is not too much to affirm, that there is room to 
suspect that the fair shew of humility tiiat hides 
itself from the scenes of public and active exertion 
in the cause of missions and other similar '' walk% 
of usefulness," may serve to conceal that which is 
the opposite of true humility. If some who stand 
openly forward in such causes seek the praise of 
men for their zeal, may not the oUiers be seeking 
the praise of men for their retiring modesty and 
humility ? '^ Let us not therefore judge one 
another any more, but judge this rather, that no 
man put a stumbling-block or an occasion to fall 
in his brother's way." 

But whatever may be thought of the respective 
character and motives of persons belonging to the 
class referred, to, their conduct and spirit have a 
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very unfayourable effect upon the prosperity of the 
cause of missions. Their conduct in withholding, 
at least publicly^ their countenance and aid, is an 
example to others still less friendly, who, under that 
example, shelter their neglect and contempt of 
such societies and their supporters. .Their qdrii n 
equally prejudicial to the cause, for as they (at 
least some of them) are thought to reside in aa 
elevated calm, the unruffled atmosphere of pore 
Christianity, and' see the busy bustling crowd far 
beneath them, they who are thus active are re- 
presented as occupying but a lower place in tiie 
scale of christian attainment — much engaged about 
outward things, but negligent of the higher and 
heavenly exercises of Christianity. 

It is far easier to decry good things, because there 
is a mixture of imperfection in them» than to 
exhibit an example of doing good, purged of every 
improper alloy, and chargeable with no weakness. 
And it may be added that it is easier to stand still, 
doing nothing but condemning th^n that are at- 
tempting to do something, than to do that some- 
thing, and shews less of a christian spirit than 
some would be thought to possess. If they cannot 
approve of the {dans of their brethren, let them at 
least shew them a more excell^it way. If they 
can accomplish the conversion of the world without 
making any noise or stir about it, let them shew 
how this can be done; but -if they would leave it 
undone rather than make any ado about it, we are 
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of a different opinion ; nor will we alter it although 
they should place us on one of the lowest forms in 
the school of Christianity for our activity. 

There have been men who thought the summit 
of christian perfection consisted in a total seclusion 
from the world and all its concerns ; and in that 
seclusion pretended to devote their d&ys and nights 
to acts of devotion. They were disposed to rank 
very low the religionists who lived in the midst of 
a wicked world, and by their example and labours 
tried to reform it. It was, however, somewhat 
unaccountable that the sublime pitch of devotion 
* to which those men attained was found in hearts 
that never sighed for the moral miseries of the 
world they had forsaken, and that their hands 
^ never opened to an act of beneficence except the 
periodical and ostentatious charity which cost them 
nothing but a trifling deduction from the munificent 
charity of others, which enabled tiiem to live in 
luxurious indolence in their monasteries. * That 
this is true of one and all of them I by no means 
say ; but in saying that this is a correct view of the 
great body of the monks of former days, I think I 
shall be borne out by the voice of impartial history. 
And it is somewhat curious to mark the similarity 
of principle between those recluses and certain high 
professors of the present day, who perhaps nevef 
suspected that they bore any family likeness to the 
monastic orders* 

But a theoretical mistake into which they have 
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both fallen has led to a practical error with Whicb 
they are both chargeable. They havie tlioaglll that 
to be dead to the world, and liTe a liffr of cora- 
munion with God, it is necessary to go' out «f the 
world, avoid all contact with the men of it, and, 
in a word, attend exclusively- to their own sal- 
vation. *' I pray not that thou sbouldest lake 
them out of the world, but that thou shouldesl'keep 
them from the evil," was the prayer of Him whose 
will was that his disciples should live in' the work! 
and seek its good, although, like himself, tbey 
should incur its hatred, by testifyinig that the deeA 
of it are ^vil. " 

In the days of Martin Luther, some perhaps 
charged that eminent reformer with a ta^e for 
bustle and noise and disturbance, and acconoted 
for all the stir he made upon the principle; that be 
was weary of his cell and wanted to appear some- 
body; and this to many would appear a verj 
plausible account of the matter. But doubtless the 
great Judge himself at the last day will reverb 
that uncharitable sentence, and acquit his -active 
servant of the base motives imputed to him * aod 
christian charity whispers us to beware lest wd ^iso 
censure and condemn upon equally false greuttds 
the servants of Christ who are zealous in hs cause 
in the present day. 

Were we furnished with such a histpry o{^>*die 

mitive churches as would give us as intinatite a 

prledge of the character and opinions' of- -iheir 
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meoibefs as we have ai some existing religious 
eoDtnannities, we should better perceive the force of 
sueh injunetions as these : '< Let all your things be 
dq«e with charity : let not your good be evil spoken 
of : , it is good to be zealously affected always in 
a goo4 thing : be careful to maintain good works : 
be not wise in your own conceits ;'' and many more 
that might be quoted« These dictates of inspired 
wisdom had a special reference to the state of 
things in the churches at Rome, Corinth, and other 
places ; but they are applicable also to the state of 
manners and opinions, the' spirit and conduct of 
professing bodies at the present hour. These pre- 
cepte never become obsolete; nor will the neglect 
of them be attended with less serious consequences 
1XQW than at a former period. Perhaps there were 
perif^ons in those early days, as there are doubtless 
son^e of the present race of christians, who were 
persuaded that fervent public zeal and humble 
coa^tent piety can never be found united; and it 
maybe admitted that the conduct of some might 
have gji^ea countenance to the opinion. Accord- 
ing to the natural process by which prejudice is 
gi)«e^ated, the imprudent behaviour or unchristian 
spirit of a few zealots gave rise to a sweeping eon- 
demnation< of all zeal and all public shew of re« 
ligion. The conduct of inconsistent zealots. cer« 
twfy shewed that a high profession is not always 
the product of a holy spiritual mind ; and this is 
41 'the length the inference ought to have he< 
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carried. But, instead of assumiag merely that great 
zeal is not an infallible criterion of great piety, it 
may have been put down as an undoubted axiom 
that they are rarely, if ever, united in the same 
person. 

It is difiGlcult to make a classification of the pro- 
fessing world sufficiently comprehensive to embrace 
the whole, and sufficiently distinct to mark the 
shades of difference between each class ; but i^thout 
aiming at this, which indeed is not necessary for 
our present purpose, I would direct your attention 
to ^ two or three manifest gradations in the scale of 
character. The mere frequenter of the church and 
mere observer of the common decencies of life 
censures what he terms the pharbaical stiffness 
and morose piety of his neighbour, who rises a litde 
above his standard by being a strict observer of the 
sabbath — regular in the performance of the duties 
of family worship and private devotion. And thk 
one finds fault with his neighbour, who, in addition 
to these duties, manifests a concern for the spiritual 
welfare of those. about him; or, if his zeal prompt 
him to take a wider range, and his talents fit him for 
more extensive usefulness, he b zealous for the diffu- 
sion of religion at home, and abroad, willingly giving 
much of his time and attention to ^ these matters, 
suspicions are immediately hinted that there may 
perhaps be too much outward religion about him, 
and too little inward ; but this " perhaps" is merely 
introduced, at least in some instan<^es, to cover the 
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uncfaaritableness of the heart that utters this grave 
concern — for the meaning is, that they fear it is 
Qven so, and justify their own inattention to' the 
good of others, by throwing out injurious hints 
against those who do more than themselves. 

In making these remarks I am not writing at 
random, nor descanting upon imaginary charac- 
ters. The insinuations I have ventured to expose 
I have repeatedly heard thrown out in conversa- 
tion, and they have also been expressed in letters 
addressed to myself. If you ask where such 
persons are to be found, go to some of our great 
towns — advertise a missionary or bible meeting — 
and ,when the crowded assembly are listening to 
the proceedings of the day, slip away 4nd call upon 
professors, whom you will find in their shops or 
houses, and who perhaps never attended such a meet- 
ing in their life. These are the persons, and per- 
haps they ai^e more numerous than you suspected ; 
they move in another circle, and seldom come in 
contact with the active members and agents of 
your societies. 

I have been very difiiise on this subject ; but I 
cannot refrain from adding yet a few more remarks. 
There may be such a thing as spiritual selfish- 
ness — a disposition to indulge ourselves, if I may 
so express it, in the luxuries of devotional reading, 
the delights of select christian society — the enjoy- 
ment of every exercise congenial td the spiritual 
mind — wrapt up in the contemplation of our own 
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happiness, and shutting ourselves up from the ud- 
welcome intrusion of the cares and distractions of 
time. And if we had nothidg to* do upon earth 
but sit still and indulge our own meditations they 
could never, if of the right kind, be carried to 
excess, or interfere with important duty. But if 
a christian thinks only of his own things, and leaves 
the world to perish, he is surely not fulfilling all 
the will of his Lord. He cannot be a chrisdaB 
who has no taste for the enjoyments of secret 
devotion ; and he cannot be a growing, prosperous, 
heavenly-minded christian who does not habitually 
cultivate the spirit which they tend so directly to 
cherish. But our great Exemplar himself, who is 
our perfect pattern in this as in all things else, 
while he gave his nights to prayer, gave his days 
to ** going about continually doing good." "We 
must, therefore, if we would be perfect, proportion 
the time spent in seeking our own spiritual im- 
provement and gratification, so as not to infnnge) 
even for those enjoyments, upon the active duties 
we owe to the world in which we live. 

It may be thought there is little occasion for 
such a caution to christians of the present day, who 
are generally suspected of being more deficient in 
the duties of the closet than of the market and the 
church. But it may not be quite out of tiine, or 
out of place just to hint that the deceitfulness of 
the heart may be sometimes detected in fee^g 
ourselves with christian dainties, forgetful, as to 
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all practical purposes, of our poor neighbours, who 
are perishing of hunger. If any one ask, " And 
who is my neighbour ?" he may be referred to the 
parable spoken upon the occasi(m of the same 
question being proposed, and intended to illustrate 
the commandments, ''Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thine heart, &c. and thy neigh- 
bour as thyself." 

Whether in pretence or in truth attention to 
our own spiritual concerns is pleaded as a rea- 
son for declining io take our share of labour 
apd expense along with the zealous promoters of 
the cause of Christ, it is a plea which I am per- 
suaded will pot stand the test of an enlightened 
investigation. It sounds well to say, '' All my 
time and pains are little enough for keeping things 
right at home ; I leave it to those that are stronger 
and wiser than I to lay themselves out for public 
usefulness." This may be the language of humble 
sincerity — but it may be something the very reverse ; 
and we need have no hesitation in saying that it 
is so when the speech is closed as follows — and we 
have heard it so closed once and again : f' And it 
might be well if some of your public advocates 
would learn before they teach, and practise before 
they profess. There may be more outward show 
and less private devotion among some of them 
than among those who keep themselves quiet, 
and make little ado." 

They who have taken up their cross and bear it 
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through a gainsaying and scoffing worl4» are coo- 
soled with the promise of support and comlbrt id 
all their trials. But perhaps it is a species of trial 
which some of them were not prepared to expect, 
that for their very activity and zeal in attempts to 
do good, they should not only have to bear the 
brunt of the world's enmity » but becoiae the ob- 
jects of the supercilious frown and illiberal iawra- 
ations of some of their own brethren, from whom 
they might rather have expected every countenance 
and encouragement ; and if needful, friendly coub- 
sel and warning as to the best way of doing their 
Master's will, and overcoming the temptations to 
which their services exposed them. 

I hope I shall nptbe understood as jnstifymgtftie 
neglect of any private duty for the sake of public 
usefulness. But as it is insinuated that zeal for the 
cause of Christ outwfirdly may be loudly professed, 
where there is a great negligence in the perform- 
ance of other christian duties,-— I would say^ if the 
charge be well founded in the case of any one 
individual, let him see that henceforth he gi^es no 
occasion to any to speak reproachfully of the best 
of causes, and the most benevolent exertions, by 
any inconsistency between his public profession, 
and private deportment ; and so cut off occasion 
from them that desire occasion, as well as remove 
a stumbling block out of the way of sincere fneods 
to the cause of God and truth. And to meet the 
objections of those who are averse to show» and 
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noise, and compliment, let all things of this 
kind, beyond what is proper, be avoided as much 
as possible. ^ 
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'' Fas est ab inimids doceri. 

These appear to me to be some of the causes why 
many professing christians are indifferent to the 
work of missions, and eren prejudiced against it. 
There are some persons, however, whose indiffer- 
ence may be otherwise accounted for. They have 
no illiberal prejudices against Missionary and Bible 
Societies, and similar institutions, but their atten- 
tion has never been called to the subject by their 
pastors and others, to whom they look up as their 
proper guides and directors in all such matters. 
But I have touched upon this in another place, and 
to add any thing further here would be super- 
fluous. 



Tjhe general design of these Letters has been to 
illustrate and enforce the duty of zeal in the mis- 
sionary cause, and it has been more particularly 
my object to press the obligation' resting upon qua- 
lified individuals to come forward in the way of 
personal devotement as missionaries. But the 
question might be put •— *' Suppose missionary 
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candidates in great numbers were to offer their 
services, where could funds be procured ti' carry 
on the work on so enlarged a scale ?'' It is easy 
to answer, " Just by a corresponding augmenti^Btion 
of liberality on the part of those whose, offer- 
ings to the cause of their Kedeemer must be 
made, not in personal services but in pecuniary 

■ 

contributions." 

It is not my purpose to descant on the ways and 
means of raising sufficient funds.^ If the represen- 
tations contained in these letters shall, by the 
blessing of God, be made instrumental in exciting a 
missionary spirit in the breasts of some who ought 
to devote themselves to the work of the Lord 
among the heathen, I have no doubt but that a 
spirit for making liberal contributions will foe ex- 
cited in the breasts of others, sufficient to meet the 
expense of equipping and maintaining such mis- 
sionaries. On the other hand, if these letters i^l 
to excite such a spirit in candidates for the work, 
in like manner there is reason to suppose they will 
fail also to excite to augmented liberality. That 
is to say, my view of the matter is, that the true 
missionary spirit, when it becomes general, will 
produce its due proportion of missionaries and mis- 
sionary contributors, so that the one will always 
bear a due proportion to the other. 

I 

* See an excellent sermon by the Rev. J. Brown, ddt- 
vered before the Missionary Society a few years ii|f^ . \ ^ 
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. ...The.ftpostolic days exwnplified the true mission- 
ja^y spirit, ^ndwhat did the disciples do then? 
Th^y that had houses or lands sold them, and 
bj^ought the money , and laid it at the apostles' feet, 
And what then ? Were they fools and enthusiasts 
for so doing? Had they formed an extravagant 
estimate of the riches in glory by Christ Jesus ? 
Were they carried away with vain hopes of the 
mAeritanee of the saints in light? Did they think 
too iauch of the exceeding great reward? Is the 
example of Zaccheos not to be imitated, who gave 
th^. half of his gogds to feed the poor ? Is there 
not, one rich christian in Great Britain — are there 
»ot; ten — are there not a hundred — yea, a thou- 
sand, who ought to say, '* The half of my goods I 
give to the poor heathen ?" 
,, Much has been said by some, of churches upon 
the scripture model. I wish there were moi:e 
sgnbition to be followers of the first churches in 
their unreserved consecration of persons and pro- 
perty to the cause of Christ. Th«se would be 
scriptural churches indeed ! Every thing in its 
own place, and in its due order — but I say, avaunt 
boasted scriptural order and simplicity, where this 
spirit is wanting. 

Iiet but the true spirit of zeal to promote the 
cause of Christ fully possess the hearts of the chris- 
tian part of the population of Great Britain, and 
there will be no want of missionaries and no lack 
of funds to support then!. It is not the pressure of 
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the times that hinders. Ib the case of individusUs, 
it may and does ; but. in the case of multitudes, the 
hindering cause is the want of the spirit of dedica- 
tion of all to the service of their Lord and Master. 
Compare the amount of the contributions made to 
the yarious religious societies a few years back, 
when the country was in a state of commercial 
prosperity, with the years in which it has been suf- 
fering by stagnation of trade, and when many of the 
people were starving. Compare, I say, the ccm- 
tributions of these different years, and the result 
will convince you that it is not national prosperity 
which will secure the requisite means, nor is na- 
tional adversity the cause why so little is done for 
the evangelization of the heathen. 

1 am not sure if I have said any thing in former 
letters upon the subject of missionary prayer meet- 
ing8-<-I shall sum up, in a few words, what occurs 
to me on that theme. They should be increased 
ten^fold. If a right spirit pervade the frequenters 
of them, I would augur great things to the cause. 
But I think one great purpose of such meetings is 
by many almost wholly overlooked. They pray 
for missionaries. They pray for the heathen. 
They pray for the influences of the Spirit to descend 
upon teachers and the taught. They pray for success 
to the work at large*^-and so far well. But they 
forget to pray that they then(^elves may be enabled 
to know and do their duty in helping the w^wrk. 
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A man fallen iiito a pit, and another at the pit's 
mouth, praying to God to help him out, is a fit 
emblem of a prayer^ meeting, where the memhers 
never think of their having any thing more to do 
in the work. If the perishing man overheard such 
a petitioner offering up his prayers, and then going 
away about his own business, he would surely ques- 
tion his sincerity. But if he heard the man praying 
for courage to descend into the pit, or for wisdom 
and zeal to find out and employ proper means for his 
deliverance, he would conclude he was in eictrnest, 
and believe that such a prayer would undoubtedly 
be'heard and answered. I should like, therefore, 
to hear the members of missionary prayer meetings 
making this a prominent part of their supplications, 
that they, themselves, and others, also may be 
stirred up to devise, and act, and suffer what they 
ought, that the heathen may be brought out of. 
darkness into the marvelloas light of the gospel. 

Whatever may be thought of some of the reason- 
ings and opinions contained in these letters, I 
apprehend that the general tenor of them must be 
approved by all who really love the truth. That 
christians should exert themselves to lead others to 
the knowledge of the gospel is so indisputable, that 
the enforcement of the duty cannot be considered 
wrong; but as to the manner woA measure of per- 
forming the duty, men wilt think differently. I 
call conceive that many who would hot undertake 
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to disprove any of the positions advanced in liaeae 
sheets, may nevertheless think that matters have 
been pushed too far, and a degree of self-devoite- 
ment contended for, greater than the general sense 
of the christian world will warrant. At any rate, 
when the subject comes to be considered practically 
by individual professors of Christianity^ each one 
may persuade himself that he finds some peculiaiity 
in his own case, which renders the performance of 
the duty less imperative upon him, and that be 
may, upon justifiable grounds, excuse himself from 
doing 80 much, as, no doubt some may and ought to 
do. It would be a vain attempt to anticipate and 
reply to all such excuses. . But there is one tfeiaf 
that occurs to me, which I will just notice befbte 
concluding. It relates to actual engagement in the 
missionary service. This appears so awfully solemn 
an undertaking, that many shrink from the thongtf 
of it. The responsibility involved in becoming a 
missionary to the heathen, appears so fearfully 
great, that they dare not venture to take it upon 
them. And they make this overwhelming sense o( 
its importance the excuse for declining it. It is a 
mistaken view of the matter, however, to suppose 
that to decline engaging in the service of Christ 
among heathen nations, frees us from all respoA* 
sibility on that head. It must never be forgotten, 
that we are accessory to the guilt and condemnation 
'^f the heathen, if we neglect to use the means God 
'^ appointed' for their conversion and salvatiem. 
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Ify jdieiefore, we tremble at the thought of the 
responsibility of the loissionary character, we have 
no tess reason to tremble at the thought of refusing 
to sustain it when duty calls, and no insuperable 
difficulty forbids.. More than one instance is re- 
corded in Scripture of prophets declining a post of 
honour and responsibility, or wishing to excuse 
themselves from engaging in an arduous service, 
but in no instance db we find that their objections 
were sustained. The command was repeated and 
enforced, with the assurance of all needful grace. 
These examples are recorded for our instruction, 
and the application in the present case is obvious. 
The 9ame general principle extends to all the other 
departments of the servicer of Christ, as well as the 
one now specked. 

I repeat, that when Providence points out to us 
any particular service, it is ours to undertake it 
with all its attendant responsibility, depending upon 
the all-sufficient grace of God. But if we decline 
the duty, thinking that thereby we eseape the 
responsibility it brings along with it, we most egre- 
giously -err. For in that case we are guilty of dis- 
obedience, and become accessory to all the guilt 
and misery, which, but for our criminal neglect, 
might, as far as human agency is concerned, have 
been removed. O, it is dreadful to think of the 
nmltjybudes that have already gone to perdition 
because no man cared for their souls. Their blood 
is to be traced to the doors of christian churches — 
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to the closets and the studiei^ of christian ministers 
— to the shops and families of christians in secular 
life ! In churches and closets, and shops and 
families, the idol-serving nations ^* have been for- 
gotten," and alas are still practically forgotten to 
an extent which we dare not calculate. 



** Arise, O Lord, and plead thine own cause. 
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